EVERGREEN, WOODY SHRUBS
Wait until they start to resprout from the existing stems
or the ground, then cut away dead and leave what is alive
and growing. Split stems will be dead. There will most
likely be no blooms this year and all old foliage will most
likely fall off. Many of these plants are from milder parts
of southeastern Asia and simply aren't used to zero
degrees. Most broadleaf evergreens prefer milder

climates while narrow-leafed evergreens and deciduous

plants are more adapted to colder climates.

ROSES
Many roses in Texas and the South have taken a severe hit
and will have varying degrees of freeze damage. At first
glance, it appears that many will freeze back to and
resprout from the snow line. Hybrid teas, grandifloras,
floribundas, polyanthas, and modern shrub roses like
Knockouts and Drifts are considered more cold hardy while

uniquely Southern roses like Teas, Chinas, Noisettes,
Banksias, etc. will have suffered the most damage. Once
you see which stems are brown/dead and which stems are
green and resprouting, cut them back with loppers or hand
pruners, sprinkle a bit of lawn fertilizer, and they should

For more information visit the Aggie Horticulture Facebook page, the

Smith County Master Gardener Facebook page, and Neil Sperry’'s
GARDENS Facebook page.




GENETICS, PROVENANCE, AND ACCLIMATION
Cold hardiness has much to do with the genetics and evolution

of a species (Who's your daddy and where are you from?); what
part of the historic range the seed source was from (live oak
seed from colder Virginia or live oak seed from warmer South
Louisiana); and how warm it was and how actively the plant was
growing before it froze (plants freeze much more easily when
they are growing than when they are dormant). This explains
why National Arboretum crape myrtles never froze in
Washington D.C. and more northern climates but have frozen
numerous times in Texas over the years.

HERBS

Many herbs like rosemary will be dead and will need to be
replaced, certainly those in pots which are always less cold
hardy than those in the ground. Some rosemary cultivars are
more cold hardy than others but very few can survive zero
degrees. Most herbs are Mediterranean and prefer mild
winters and dry soils. Some lavender may have survived but

ATIVE PLANTS & WILDFLOWERS
Most are perfectly fine as they evolved to deal with periodic

Arctic blasts and blue northers




VINES

Native vines like coral honeysuckle and crossvine may be
just fine while others like Carolina jessamine and
confederate jasmine may be damaged. Still others like a
coral vine and creeping fig may have been killed. English
Ivy may have had foliage damage only. Once you see the
stems split open and the plants resprout, cut them back

MAGNOLIAS

Other than ice damage to southern magnolias, they appear

to be fine like many native plants are. Deciduous magnolias
lost their flower buds but will be fine.

For more information visit the Aggie Horticulture Facebook page, the

Smith County Master Gardener Facebook page, and Neil Sperry’'s
GARDENS Facebook page.




ALMS TREES & SAGO PALMS
Many will be damaged or dead but do nothing but cut off
the dead fronds for now. It will take months to see if they
resprout. Historically the only palms reliably cold hardy
here in northeast Texas and the only ones to survive zero
degrees in the 1980s were Mexican/Texas sabal palms,
Brazoria palms, dwarf palmettos, and a number of
windmill palms. All others froze and died. Sagos aren't
true palms, are less cold hardy, and back then were only
cold hardy from I-10 south.

PINES

Pine in some areas has turned brown. This is most likely
just freeze damage to the needles but the buds and stems
should be fine. Our native pines along with all our other
native plants have learned to survive periodic Arctic blasts.

Note that nature made sure that shortleaf pine occurred
further north, loblolly pine with medium length needles
occurred farther south, and longleaf pine occurred the
most south. It's all about holding up to ice and snow but all




WEEDS
The reason many weeds survived is that they are cool-

season plants from colder parts of Europe while most of
the dead or damaged plants are from warm parts of Asia.
Hot temperatures kill cool-season weeds, not cold
temperatures.

SUCCULENTS
Some of these guys are very tender and will be dead while others
are more-cold hardy and will be fine. When it warms up and the

mush dries, peel it away and see what comes back.

OUSE PLANTS
If they were left out outside, they should be dead, even if covered.
Count it as a minor miracle if not. These plants aren't designed to
withstand 32 degrees much less 0!

For more information visit the Aggie Horticulture Facebook page, the
Smith County Master Gardener Facebook page, and Neil Sperry’s
GARDENS Facebook page.




FRUIT TREES
Most are cold hardy except citrus, pomegranates, olives,
and figs which will have varying degrees of damage and
death. Most citrus above I-10 will have severe damage.
Once again, do nothing for now and prune back to live
growth when they sprout. Open flowers and fat buds on

blueberries, peaches, and pears froze, but the trees
should be alive and sprout as normal. Unfortunately fruit

production will be limited. I'd think blackberries will be
fine.

For more information visit the Aggie Horticulture Facebook page, the

Smith County Master Gardener Facebook page, and Neil Sperry’'s
GARDENS Facebook page.
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