Home garden plant selection can provide a sense of excitement during
the warm months of the year. Many of us peruse local retail stores filled
with colorful and fragrant plants and flowers. It is a fun time of year. If
you are unfamiliar with studying plant labels, I'd like to share some
information about Texas Superstar® plants you will likely see the next
time you are shopping for flowers.

Plant experts from Texas A&M Agrilife, Texas Tech University, county
Agrilife Extension horticulturalists, the Texas Nursery and Landscape
Association and their member plant producers, and the Texas
Department of Agriculture all cooperate in developing and evaluating
the adaptability of potential Texas Superstars®.

Employees for Texas A&M Agrilife Research and Texas A&M Agrilife
Extension cooperate with faculty at Texas A&M University to test, select,
and recommend outstanding ornamentals for use in Texas landscapes.
Faculty, researchers, Extension specialists and county Extension
horticulturalists grow and evaluate the advanced selections, and those
chosen are recommended to Texas nursery/floral growers in quantities
to meet the demand.

The Texas Department of Agriculture’s Go Texan program provides a e 3 (I =3
valuable service to the Texas Superstar® effort by providing a full-color brochure of the plant selections
to the public.

The Texas Nursery and Landscape Association helps the Texas Superstar® team advertise the newest
selections to the service industry.

This multi-agency cooperative effort not only helps Texas look beautiful but focuses on providing plant
selection options throughout the state that are viable for the various climates and conditions. This not
only many times aids in water conservation, but helps homeowners create a beautiful landscape for
years to come. | would encourage you to look at plant labels next time you are shopping to see how
many Texas Superstars® you may find.

If you’d like more information, please feel free to call the office. We’d love to hear from you.
Megan Eikner — CEA — Ag./NR
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