
Elm Leaf Beetle
H O W  T O  P R O T E C T  Y O U R  E L M  T R E E S
Xanthogaleruca luteola

Adult beetles are about 1/4 inch long and light yellow to brownish
green in color. Several black spots decorate the head and thorax
and a broad black stripe follows the outer margin of each wing.
Females lay yellow-orange pointed eggs that look like miniature
lemons in clusters of 5 to 25 on the undersides of elm leaves.
Newly hatched larvae are black and slug like.
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Adult Elm Leaf Beetle Photo Courtesy of: Salvador Vitanza Texas A&M AgriLife CEA IPM



In spring shortly after foliage emerges, adult beetles fly to elm
trees which are their only food source. They eat holes in new
leaves and deposit eggs. A week later, larvae hatch and begin
eating the green portions of leaves leaving behind brown skeletal
remains. On the South Plains, 3 or more generations of this pest
occur each year.  Heavily infested trees will have sparse foliage
riddled with holes and a rusty, reddish brown tint.  Severe
infestations for consecutive years can cause limbs or the entire
tree to die. Elm Leaf Beetles do not transmit Dutch elm disease.
In the winter, adult beetles seek shelter in any warm dry place.

Early detection of the beetle makes it possible to spray trees
before significant damage occurs. Begin checking newly
emerged foliage in April for eggs and young larvae. Apply foliar
spray insecticides, fully covering all leaf surfaces, when most of
the eggs have hatched. Another approach to controlling Elm Leaf
Beetle is to use systemic insecticides in late March or early April.

Page 2

H A B I T

C O N T R O L

Eggs of Elm Leaf Beetle Photo Courtesy of: Salvador Vitanza 
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Damage of Elm Leaf Beetle Photo Courtesy of: 
 West Texas Nursery- Texas Forestry Service
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