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Zavala Ag and Natural
Resources Committee

Community Program Survey

We are asking for assistance from local
landowners, farmers, ranchers, hunters,
etc. to gather information on ideas for
programs we can develop to address

topics you might be curious about. 

This survey is open to everyone

A copy of the survey can be found at
the Zavala AgriLife Extension Office or

found on 

https://forms.office.com/r/Bs8CcwVHD
3?origin=lprLink

Zavala AgriLife Extension Service
221 N 1st Ave, Crystal City, Tx 78839

830-374-2883

https://forms.office.com/r/Bs8CcwVHD3?origin=lprLink
https://forms.office.com/r/Bs8CcwVHD3?origin=lprLink


PRIVATE PESTICDE APPLICATOR TRAINING

Date: March 6, 2025
Time: 9 AM- 12 PM

Location: AgriLife Conference Room
217 N 1st Ave, Crystal City, TX 

PLEASE RSVP BY MARCH 3, 2025

830-374-2883
leslie.dominguez@ag.tamu.edu

The three-hour training will give participants the needed information to
take the private applicator license test which is administered by the

Texas Department of Agriculture.

Cost of the training is $10.00; Cash ONLY

You are encouraged to participate if you need a Private Pesticide
Applicator License. The Private Pesticide Applicator License is required

by TDA for a person who uses or supervises the use of restricted and/or
state limited pesticides to produce agriculture commodities.

Educational Programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, age, disability, genetic information, or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of

Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating. Persons with disabilities needing accommodations for
effective participation in the meeting should contact Zavala County AgriLife Extension office at least a week in advance of the meeting

to request mobility, visual, hearing, or other assistance.



U.S. Drought Monitor
Data Valid: January 30, 2025

Zavala County: Severe Drought

South
Conditions included the coldest temperatures of the season. An arctic
cold front moved into the district, bringing temperatures below
freezing for several hours on multiple days. Susceptible plants and
forages suffered freeze damage, with the majority of the damage
affecting houseplants and home fruit trees. The full extent of the
damage was still unknown for fall-planted grains, but corn and grain
sorghum planting was likely delayed by a week due to the cold and
limited soil moisture. Leafy greens were affected by freezing
temperatures, and potential damage to citrus trees and winter
vegetables was still being assessed. Extreme drought conditions
persisted, as the storm brought minimal moisture. Subsoil moisture
remained dry, and additional rainfall will be necessary for the
upcoming planting season. Nearly 1 inch of snow fell, but pasture and 

AGRILIFE TODAY
Texas Crop and Weather Report

January 28, 2025- by Adam Russell

rangeland conditions continued
to decline due to the lack of
rainfall and freezing
temperatures. Bermuda grass
pastures showed burnt tops and
entered their winter dormancy,
along with other warm-season
hay meadows. Row crop
producers prepared their fields
for the upcoming planting
season and hoped for another
rain event. The local auction
barn was closed due to the
winter storm. Conditions were
tough on beef cattle, livestock
and wildlife, with producers
busy providing hay, protein and
supplemental feed. Most
ranchers continued steady herd
culling. Cattle prices remained
good and consistent at the two
local markets, while feed prices
remained high.









Spiny Hackberry, Granjeno, Desert Hackberry
Celtis ehrenbergiana
Ulmaceae (Elm family)

Description:

Spiny Hackberry is a native, cool-season perennial shrub
reaching 4 to 15 feet or 1.2 to 4.6 m tall. Growing along its
stems are sharp thorns that are long, unequal, and paired. Its
branches are smooth and gray. The leaf blades are hairy and
somewhat rough. Each leaf has three prominent veins and is
toothed or sparsely toothed along the margins. The leaves are
simple, arranged alternately along the stem, ½ to 2¼ inches
long and ½ to 1 inch wide. Spiny Hackberry flowers are
greenish-white. The fruit is a yellow or orange, occasionally red,
drupe, which is a fleshy fruit, that encloses a seed. This shrub
provides excellent food and cover for wildlife. The fruit is eaten
by several species of birds and mammals, and the leaves
provide browse for white-tailed deer. It also attracts many
pollinators and is the larval host for the American Snout
Butterfly. 

Plant of the Month

Plant Characteristics: 

Flower Color: Green, White
Seed Type: Fruit/ Berry
Duration: Perennial
Stem Texture: Prickly, Spiny, or Thorny
Growth Habit: Shrub (Woody)
Leaf Shape: Simple with Pinnate or
Parallel Venation
Season: Cool



TEXAS BEEF QUALITY
ASSURANCE 

BQA TIPS

Expected Progeny Difference (EPD)

February 1, 2025
Emily Lochner

EPDs allow bulls from the same breed to be
directly compared from one seedstock operation

to another. Weaning weight (WW) and yearling
weight (YW) EPDs can be used to evaluate

potential differences for growth. Generally, it is
best to focus on either WW or YW and not both.

The heritability estimate for YW from the Angus
Association is 0.42 compared to 0.28 for WW.
For most producers, YW is probably a better

indicator of growth potential than WW.
Remember more growth is not always better,

especially if replacement heifers will be kept or
calves will be sold prior to entering the feedlot.


