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“Texas A&M AgriLife Extension provides equal opportunities in its programs 
and employment to all persons, regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national 
origin, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, 
or gender identity.” The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating 
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4-H is a Family Affair.  
 4-H members select various projects with help of their parents and Extension Staff.  Parents, 
project leaders, and County Extension Agents then advise, counsel, and assist their child in taking 
care of, constructing, or being involved in the project. 
 

We look forward to your participation in the Ochiltree County 4-H program. 
 

Ochiltree County Extension Office 
402 Expo Drive 

Perryton, TX 79070 
806-435-4501 
806-435-3831 

e-mail address:  
ruth.splan@ag.tamu.edu 

shelley.haller@ag.tamu.edu 
website: https://ochiltree.agrilife.org 

4-H Resource Web Site: http://texas4-h.tamu.edu  
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/689891898020044 

 
Office Hours:  Monday - Thursday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Friday- 8:00 a.m. 12:30 p.m. 
 

Extension Staff:                                    CEA - AG 
Ruth Ann Splan, Extension Secretary 
Shelley Haller, Program Assistant   
 

Special Note: Provisions from the Americans with Disability Act will be considered when planning 
educational programs and activities.  Please notify the Ochiltree County Extension Office if you 
plan on attending an Extension Education Program and need specialized services. 
 
 
What is 4-H?  
4-H is . . . 
Learning by doing, and is available to all boys and girls, 8 years old and in the 3rd grade through 
18 years old as of August 31st of each year, from urban, suburban and rural areas.  First, an adult 
leader brings together youth that have common interests.  Second, the youth choose one or more 
projects.  Projects are chosen from over thirty project areas offered.  Third, the group enrolls as a 
club, and fourth, meets together to learn and have FUN.  Clubs are able to explore 4-H activities, 
events and trips.  In 4-H, there are events happening all year round.  
 
Mission Statement: 
Prepare youth to meet the challenges of childhood, adolescence and adulthood, through a 
coordinated, long-term, progressive series of educational experiences that enhance life skills and 
develop social, emotional, physical and cognitive competencies.   

mailto:ruth.splan@ag.tamu.edu
https://ochiltree.agrilife.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/689891898020044
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4-H Creed:  Learn by doing 
 
4-H Motto: To make the best better 
 
4-H Pledge:  I pledge: 

My head to clearer thinking 
My heart to greater loyalty 
My hands to larger service 
My health to better living 
For my club, my community, my country, and my world. 

 
4-H Prayer:                Help me O Lord to live so that the world may be a better place because 
                                   thou didst make me. 
 
4-H Emblem: The 4-H club emblem is a four-leaf clover with the letter “H” on each leaf.  

The four H’s stand for Head, Heart, Hands and Health.  Leaves on the clover 
are green and the H’s are white.  The white is for purity and the green is 
nature’s most common color.  Since the green symbolizes growth in nature, 
it is symbolic of youth and life.   

 
Who is 4-H for? All YOUTH and adults 

Clover Kids - K-2nd Grade  
   Juniors - 8 and in the 3rd grade - 5th Grade 
        Intermediates – 6th- 8th Grade 

Seniors – 9th – 12th Grade 
 

Ochiltree County 4-H Clubs 
                    (all meetings are at Ochiltree Expo unless announced otherwise) 
 
Clover Kids                                                                4:30 pm 2nd Monday each month 
                                                                                     Club Manager:                                                   
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Alamo Club                                                               5:30-6:30 pm   2nd Tuesday of each month 

 Club Manager:     

                                                                                                                                                                  
 
Ag & Livestock      6:30 pm Meetings  

             Club Manager:  
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4-H Project Plans 2025-2026 
 
Food & Nutrition - Project meetings Monthly to be 
announced. District Food Project contest in October 
 
SWINE - Swine must be on feed and validated for 
county show and major shows by November 30.   
                    
SHEEP - Sheep on feed and validated for county show 
and major shows by October 31.   
 
GOATS - Goats on feed and validated for county show 
and major shows by October 31.  Contact Scott Strawn 
for more information. 
                      
BEEF - Steers on feed and validated by June 30.  
Heifers must be validated on feed by October 31.  
Contact Scott Strawn for more information. 
 
HORSE - Events Posted in Newsletter.  District Horse 
Show is in June.   The deadline to validate a horse to 
show is April 15 for District Show. 
 
HORSE JUDGING - Workouts begin in March with 
District contest in April.   
 
LIVESTOCK JUDGING - Workouts will start in March 
with district contest in April.   
 
PHOTOGRAPHY - Project meetings will be monthly 
as announced.  Contest in April for Seniors and July 
for Juniors & Intermediates.  
 
County Livestock Show- The Ochiltree County 
Livestock Show is held in January and Entries are 
due in early December. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECORD BOOKS- 4-H record books are due June 
30. District Judging is in early July. 
 
Learn to Sew - 2-3 field trips and/or educational 
meetings will be held beginning in the spring.   
 
SHOOTING SPORTS – Archery meetings begin in 
September.  Rifle meetings begin in February. 
 
PUBLIC SPEAKING / ED PRESENTATION - 
Select a topic to prepare a talk or demonstration. 
District contest in October. Training meeting in 
September. 
 
4-H TALENT Contest - This is a 4-H Talent Contest 
with music, skits, drama and comedy. There are 
different categories for individuals and groups to 
compete in. District Contest in April. 
 
 
CAMPS –Many camps are offered in June and July.  
Signups are in May.  District Jr. Leadership and 
District Sr Leadership camps are held in June 
 
QUIZ BOWLS – Team competition in Livestock, 
Horse, and FCH. District Contests are in October. 
 
 
 
*Other projects may occur during 4-H year.  Watch 
4-H newsletter for details.
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COUNTY AWARDS PROGRAM 
 
Member awards:  
Requires Submitting a Record Book for current year. 
 

Best 1st Record Book 
All members turning in a record book for the 1st time are eligible for this award. 

 
Gold Star: 
1) Must have completed the 9th Grade.  2) Completed a record book.  3) completed 3 

projects    4) completed 3 years in 4-H 
 
Junior and Senior Leadership Awards 
This award is for one Junior and one Senior and is based on an Application or the 
Leadership Section of the record book. 
 
Helping Hand 
Nominations for members who help other members are due September 15.  Up to two 
members are recognized each year. 

 
POINTS SYSTEM AWARDS 
Ochiltree County 4-H gives awards to members based on a point system. The points system is 
explained on the next page. 
 
Graduating Seniors are also awarded scholarships based on the point system. 
 
Leader Award: 
 

Outstanding Adult Leaders - Distinguished Service Award:  
Selection will be conducted by the Ochiltree County Parents and Leaders Association 
members.  Award may be received only once.  Nominees must have been a leader for at 
least one 4-H year. Presented each year at the annual awards celebration. 

 
 

Friend of 4-H 
  
This award is for a person, couple or business that goes above and beyond by supporting 
Ochiltree 4-H through donation of money, services, material goods or volunteer time. This award 
is selected each year by the Parents Association and presented at the annual awards celebration.
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OCHILTREE COUNTY POINT SYSTEM 
2025-2026 

 

PURPOSE: 
 
1. To motivate 4-H'ers to participate and attend club meetings, project meetings and 

participate in a variety of activities. 
2. To provide tangible goals that Junior, Intermediate and Senior 4-Her’s may work toward 

which promote a feeling of accomplishment and self-worth in young people. 
3. To retain 4-H members in the program. 
4. To train 4-Her’s in the record keeping process and also qualify them to take advantage of 

the opportunities which will come their way as they graduate out of the program. 
 
 
OPERATION OF THE PROGRAM: 
 
1. Points will be earned for this year: Starting August 1, 2023, through July 31, 2024 
2. 4-H members are responsible for making sure their name is on attendance lists.  These 

lists are the documentation used for points awarded and if a name is missing, no points 
will be awarded.  No call-in points will be accepted.  It will be the 4-Her’s responsibility to 
notify the club manager of points earned but not recorded, with proper documentation 
made available.  It is the Club Manager or Project Leader's responsibility to turn lists into 
the office no later than 5 days after the meeting or event. 

3. Events are broken down into: County, District or Area; State and other.  The events listed 
under each heading are recognized as being at that level.  However, activities and events 
may not be limited to only these listed.  The events listed are only examples. 

4. Activities must be sponsored directly by or organized by either the county, district, state 
or national 4-H Offices. Activities sponsored by other organizations will count only on the 
approval of the Points Committee. 

5. Awards will be presented to individuals accumulating the most points during the year, High 
Point Junior Boy & Girl, High Point Intermediate Boy & Girl, and High Point Senior Boy & 
Girl.  

6. Questions regarding points awarded, rules, etc. will be directed to the Points Review 
Committee, or Extension Secretary.  This committee will consist of the Executive 
Committee of Parent-Adult Leaders.  Points will be kept by the Extension Secretary in the 
Extension Office. 
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INCENTIVES & Awards 
 
100 Points- Best Effort Award Certificate 
 
150 Points- Members obtaining 150 points will be eligible for a $60.00 scholarship and a gift 
determined by the 4-H Parents & Leaders Association each year.  Members who use their 
scholarship to purchase a jacket will get free monogramming sponsored by the Association. 
 
$250 Scholarship awarded to all graduating seniors who have received 150 points for each year 
of high school. 
High Point Award for boy & girl in each age division, Junior, Intermediate, & Senior level. 
 
POINT VALUES: 
 
1 POINT EACH: 
PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN PARTICIPATION: (4-Hers receive a point for parent(s) attending 
county events with the 4-Her, this does not include competitive events like the Stock Show, Food 
Show, Bake Show, etc.  This is only one point regardless of both parents attend or not.) 
 
ASSIGNED ROLES: (This includes assigned leadership responsibilities such as pledges, 
inspiration, program contacts or agent assigned responsibilities.) 
 
2 POINTS EACH: 
PARENT PARTICIPATION at Fund Raising or Parent Association Meetings: (4-Hers receive two 
points for parent(s) participation at Fund Raising events or for attending Parent Association 
Meetings - 4-Her does not have to accompany parent.) 
 
3 POINTS EACH: 
COUNTY EVENTS - examples are Club Meetings, Project Meetings, Judging Team Meetings, 4-
H Council, County Committee Meetings, Fashion Show, Food Show, Shooting Sport Events, Bake 
Show, Horse Play Days, Banquet, County Clean-up or Set-up, Camp, Fundraisers, Recruitment 
Nights 
 
 
5 POINTS EACH: 
PROGRAMS:  This includes presenting a club program to your local 4-H club; program to another 
organization about 4-H; or teaching a learning experience. Must be preapproved by club 
managers or county agents. 
 
 
6 POINTS EACH: 
DISTRICT/AREA EVENTS - examples are Bake Show, Electric Camp, Food Show, Leadership 
Labs, District Council Meetings, Stock Shows, Jackpot Shows, Horse Shows, Rodeos, Judging 
Contests, Fashion Show, Record Book, Round-up, etc. 
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9 POINTS EACH: 
STATE EVENTS - examples are: Major Stock Shows, Horse Shows, 4-H Round-up, 4-H 
Congress, Food Show, Fashion Show, Record Book, Camps at the State 4-H Center, Spectra. 
 
15 POINTS EACH: 
COUNTY LIVESTOCK SHOW (Members completing all requirements for competition and 
showing in the County Livestock Show, this includes the 3 points for county events.) 
 
PROJECT RECORD FORMS: (Members completing a project record form for each project will 
receive these points.  (Forms must be filled out properly and completely.) 
 
 
METHOD DEMONSTRATIONS/PUBLIC SPEAKING: (Members completing all requirements for 
competition and competing at county and/or district.) 
 
50 POINTS EACH: 
 
COMPLETED RECORD BOOK: (4-Hers turning in the completed record book at the end of the 
4-H year will receive these points.  The completed record book must be in a folder and contain all 
sections required by the District and State 4-H Offices.  Please check all rules and guidelines with 
the Extension Office. 
 
        
       4-H YEAR TIMELINE 

 Ochiltree County 4-H 
Calendar 2024-2025 

 
Please check monthly newsletter & Facebook page for exact dates, times and locations 

 
August 
   Wheatheart Celebration Parade 
   State Fair Entries/Tri State Fair Entries 
   4-H Information Night & Cook Out 
      
September 
 New Member Orientation 

Quiz Bowl Orientation 
 Clover Kids Club 
 Alamo Club  

Ag & Livestock Club 
Ambassadors Interviews 

 Ambassadors Meeting  
 4-H Parents Association Meeting  
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September continued 
           Tri-State Fair – Amarillo 
 State Fair of Texas-Dallas 
            Club Officer Training - Annual Club Planning  
 Archery 
  
October 
 Ambassadors Meeting  
 Clover Kids Club 
 Alamo Club 
 Ag & Livestock Club 
 4-H Parent Association Meeting 
 National 4-H Week 
 County 4-H Awards 
 District Gold Star Awards 
 Archery  
 Sheep & Goat Validation 

Heifer Validation 
 District Food Show 

Public Speaking Contest 
  FCH, Livestock, Horse Quiz Bowl Contests 
            
November 
 Clover Kids   
 Alamo Club   
 Ag & Livestock Club 
 Archery 
 Major Livestock Show Entries Due - (Houston, San Antonio, Austin, Fort Worth, San 

Angelo) 
 Swine Validation 
   
 
     
December 
 Clover Kids  
 Alamo Club  
            OCJLA Scholarships Due 
            County Stock Show Entries Due  
 Archery   
 County 4-H Christmas Party  
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January 
 Ambassadors  
 4-H Parents Association  
 Clover Kids  
            Alamo Club  

Ag & Livestock Club 
 Ft. Worth Stock Show & Rodeo 
 Archery 
 County Show Workday  
 County Livestock Show and Sale 
 4-H Foundation Scholarship Applications Due 
 
 
February 
 Ft. Worth Livestock Show 
 Clover Kids 
            Alamo  
 San Antonio Livestock Show  
 San Angelo Livestock Show 
 Archery  
 .22 Rifle 
March 
 Livestock Judging Begins 
 Horse Judging Begins  
 Parents Association Meeting 
 Clover Kids  
 Alamo Club  
            Spring Break  
 Archery  
 .22 Rifle  
 Houston Livestock Show 
 Talent Contest Workshop 

Learn to Sew 
 
April  
 Clover Kids 
 Alamo Club 
 District Horse Judging – Canyon 
 District Livestock Judging - Canyon  
 Learn to Sew  
 State Sr. Photography Entries Due to State 
 District Archery Contest 
            
April continued 
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 .22 Rifle  
 District Talent contest. 
  
 
May 
 Clover Kids   
 District Rifle Contest   
 Archery 
            
June 
 District 1 Leader Lab / Power Camp & District Officer Elections 
 State 4-H Roundup - College Station 
 District Horse Show 
    Deadline to Validate Steers 
  State Fair Validation-Heifers, Sheep, Goats and Swine  
July 
 Points End 

District Photography Contest 
 Record Books Due 
 District Record Book Judging 
  


