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March 15: Prescribed Fire Workshop. 

April 10-11: Bennett Trust Land Stewardship
April 19: Blanco County Master Gardener Plant Sale

April 30: Predator Management Workshop
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2Drought & Wildfires
On Tuesday, March 4th, we experienced a wildfire just

west of Johnson City due to dry conditions and high
wind speeds, with similar condition predicted for later

this week. Here are a few tips to stay prepared and
prevent fires. 

Prepare your family for any emergency by creating a Go Kit.
Go Kit’s should be kept in a location where the whole family
can get to. When preparing your Go Kit, start with the 5 P’s:

 People & Pets – plan for the whole family, including pets
and livestock

Prescriptions – Bring extra medication, eyeglasses,
hearing aids and medical equipment including
necessary batteries and power cords
 Papers – Pack hard and/or electronic copies of
insurance information, phone numbers and other
important documents
Personal needs – Pack personal items including clothes,
food, water, toiletries, first aid kit, cash,
computers/tablets, phones, chargers and sanitation
supplies
Priceless items - Include items of sentimental value to
you including pictures, heirlooms and irreplaceable
memorabilia

Learn more about how to prepare for evacuations at
tfsweb.tamu.edu/evacuationresources
Stay up to date on local fires: tfswildfires.com
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Restoring native grasses benefits both rangelands and residential
landscapes by improving soil health, supporting wildlife, and creating a

more sustainable environment. However, successful restoration requires
careful planning and management. Dr. Megan Clayton, Professor &

Extension Range Specialist with Texas A&M AgriLife Extension, shares expert
advice on how to get started.

1.Define Your Goals
Before starting, decide what you want from your land. Some landowners prefer a
diverse mix of grasses and wildflowers for pollinators, while others want a low-
maintenance native turf. Looking at nearby undisturbed areas can provide
inspiration for what naturally thrives in your region.

   2. Choosing the Right Native Grasses
If your soil is poor, such as caliche, amending small areas with topsoil may help
establish grasses. The Web Soil Survey can guide plant selection based on your
land’s historical vegetation.

   3. Managing Weeds
Weeds thrive in bare ground, so the best way to prevent them is by establishing
desirable grasses. For existing weeds:

Annual weeds (like broomweed) should be treated early, before they
exceed six inches in height.
Thistles should be sprayed in their rosette stage before they bolt.
Perennial weeds require treatment when they have enough leaf surface
to absorb herbicide effectively.

 

Restoring Native Grasses: Where
to Start and What to Know

Thistle

Provided by foragefax.tamu.edu
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   4. Herbicide Selection
Choosing the right herbicide depends on the target species. Helpful resources
include:

Quick Reference for Common Rangeland and Pasture Herbicides (lists
approved herbicides, trade names, and restrictions).
ERM-1466: Chemical Weed and Brush Control Suggestions for Rangeland
(guides when and how to apply herbicides).
Brush Busters and Weed Busters Series (species-specific herbicide
recommendations).

These can be found on the South Texas Rangelands website under the
Publications tab, or click here.
  
 5. Fertilization: Is It Necessary?
Native grasses rarely require fertilization, and adding nutrients can favor invasive
species over native plants. However, if restoring highly degraded land, such as
former farmland, a soil test can determine if amendments are needed before
planting.
   
6. Setting Realistic Expectations
Some landscapes naturally support specific vegetation, and forcing change may
not be sustainable. Steep, rocky slopes may always favor juniper, and removing
them completely may not result in successful grass growth. The Web Soil Survey
can help landowners determine realistic goals based on historical land use.

Final Thoughts
Restoring native grasses is a long-term commitment, but with proper planning, it
can create a healthier, more resilient landscape.

Want to learn more? Grab a copy of the next newspaper to read the full
article!

Restoring Native Grasses: Where
to Start and What to Know



6Upcoming Events

RSVP ei leen.brown@ag.tamu.edu

PREDATOR

Livestock
Guardian Dogs9:00

APR 30 9:00 - 12:00 $10

AGENDA

Fi rs t  Methodis t  Church
105 Lbj  Dr ,  Johnson City ,  TX 78636

MANAGEMENT
Workshop

10:00 Predator Control 

10:45 Trap demonstration

11:15 Thermal Optics

Breakfast provided by:

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension provides equal opportunities in its programs and employment to all persons, regardless of race, color,
sex, religion, national origin, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity. The Texas A&M

University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating



Saturday, April 19, 2025

9:00am — 4:00pm

Old Blanco County 
Courthouse Square 

300 Main Street, 
Blanco, TX 
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Upcoming Nearby Events
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Key Discussions & Insights

 Woody plant encroachment &
how that affects water in the
aquifer

Ag Laws for Texas Landowners

Ground Water & Water Wells

Robert Mace
Keynote Speaker

Morgan Treadwell Dandy Kothmann Joel Pigg Leanne Wiley
Extension LSHSRWFM NRCS Extension TWON

Tiffany Dowell Lashmet
Extension Ag Law

BENNETT TRUST LAND
STEWARDSHIP

APRIL 10-11, 2025 LA QUINTA HOTEL
MARBLE FALLS, TX.

Join us in the beautiful Edwards Plateau
for the Spring 2025 Bennett Trust Land Stewardship Conference

G U E S T  S P E A K E R S

Phone:
979-204-5206

More information:
bennetttrust@ag.tamu.edu

Surface Water & Livestock

REGISTRATION 
https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/scsc-ev-044

Offering Realtor CE’s
Day 1 - 7 CE’s Day 2 - 3 CE’s
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Carley Howell
Blanco County Extension Agent 
Agriculture & Natural Resources

200 N. Avenue G, Ste. 7
P.O. Box 189

Johnson City, TX 78636
Email: carley.howell@ag.tamu.edu

Contact: 830 868 7167 

Extension programs of Texas AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color,
sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, gender

identity or any other classification protected by federal, state or local law The Texas A&M University System,
U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.


