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Providing and mapping winter water helps
wildlife, livestock, and supports
emergency responders.

WINTER WATER
PLANNING
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During winter, providing reliable water sources becomes especially important for
wildlife. As vegetation dries out, deer and other animals can no longer meet
much of their hydration needs from plants alone. Natural seeps, draws, and
small stock ponds can become less dependable in winter as rainfall drops and
water levels decline. Ensuring that wildlife have access to clean, consistent water,
whether through troughs, maintained ponds, or small guzzlers, can support
animal health, reduce stress, and help maintain normal movement patterns
during the harshest months of the year.

A helpful tool for landowners is Texas A&M Forest Service’s Map My Property,
which allows you to mark and document the location of your water sources,
access points, and infrastructure across your acreage. This is valuable not only
for understanding how wildlife uses your land, but also for livestock
management. Producers can easily visualize grazing rotations, water distribution,
and areas needing maintenance. 

In addition, mapped water sources are extremely useful to emergency
responders during a wildfire. Fire crews rely on ponds, tanks, and accessible
water points for suppression efforts.

Winter Water Planning

Having this information mapped in advance
improves response efficiency and can make a
meaningful difference in protecting both
property and wildlife habitat.

https://tfsweb.tamu.edu/wildfire-and-other-disasters/farm-ranch-prevention-and-preparedness/map-my-property/
https://tfsweb.tamu.edu/wildfire-and-other-disasters/farm-ranch-prevention-and-preparedness/prepare-your-ranch-for-wildfire/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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4New Website
Check out our new website! 

We’re excited to share that our new Blanco County AgriLife
Extension website is now live. The updated layout is better

organized, easier to navigate, and designed to help you find
resources more quickly, whether you’re looking for upcoming

programs, agriculture and wildlife information, or 4-H
updates. Click the picture to see the website. 

https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/counties/blanco-county/
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Passionate about plants & ecosystem

Join the Blanco County
Master Gardeners!

We’re looking for individuals:

Eager to share that passion and
knowledge with the community

The Blanco County Master Gardener Intern Class
offers comprehensive training in horticulture,
empowering you to educate your community! 

Topics include: 
Botany

Soils
Trees

Diseases
Propagation

Vegetables & Herbs
Rainwater Collection

and More! 

Applications due
December 1, 2025.

Return application and $200
to the AgriLife Extension

office.
200 N Ave G Ste. 7

Johnson City, TX 78636

Class will run 
January - May

Online & in-person
Visit our website to learn

more!

Become a Master
Gardener!

830-868-7167 blancocmg2016@gmail.com
Extension programs of Texas AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, veteran
status, sexual orientation, gender identity or any other classification protected by federal, state or local law The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and

the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.

https://txmg.org/blanco/how-to-become-a-master-gardener/
https://txmg.org/blanco/how-to-become-a-master-gardener/
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https://gillespie-extension-inc.square.site/product/5-hour-ceu-program/Q63GANDENHZZJIVJHETO7I5F?cp=true&sa=true&sbp=false&q=false
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https://agrilifelearn.tamu.edu/s/product/generation-next-our-turn-to-ranch-spring-2026/01t4x000002ciQxAAI
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L I V I N G  I N  T H E

Texas Hill Country

Live Webinar
Every Tuesday 12:15 - 1:00 PM

Click the icon to access the page!

Nov. 18 - Preparing for new
livestock

Nov. 25 - What is a Master
Gardener?

Dec. 2 - Exotic wildlife

Dec. 9 - Winterizing your
property for livestock

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61576548716517
https://open.spotify.com/show/0MXBmnrHVqd8dgG4unbcT3?si=s6qtdU6nTVSmP0Bd5k4Ydw
https://www.youtube.com/@AgriLifeLTHC


Carley Howell
Blanco County Extension Agent 
Agriculture & Natural Resources

200 N Avenue G, Ste. 7
P.O. Box 189

Johnson City, TX 78636
Email: carley.howell@ag.tamu.edu

Contact: 830 868 7167 

Extension programs of Texas AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color,
sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, gender

identity or any other classification protected by federal, state or local law The Texas A&M University System,
U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.


