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Nolan County Fair 
January 7 – 10, 2026 

Nolan County Coliseum 

 

General Information 

Rules & Regulations 
 

 

 

 

 

Held in conjunction with the Nolan County Junior Livestock Show. For more information, contact the 
Nolan County Extension Office: (325) 236-6912 or email: nolan-tx@ag.tamu.edu OR 

staci.winders@ag.tamu.edu  

mailto:nolan-tx@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:staci.winders@ag.tamu.edu
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2026 Nolan County Fair Schedule 

Wednesday, January 7th 

 2:00-6:00 PM: Entry Drop-Off at Annex 

Thursday, January 8th 

 Entries Judged 

Friday, January 9th 

 Exhibit Hall Open for viewing 

Sunday, January 11th 

 1:00-3:00 PM: Entry Pick-Up at Annex 

 

General Rules & Regulations 

01. Open to the public without regard to socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, disability or 
national origin. 

02. Exhibitors may pre-enter their items via GoogleForms (CLICK HERE) or on January 7th from 2:00-6:00 
PM. Entry Fees will be collected during the drop-off time. 

03. Exhibits will be on display during the Nolan County Livestock Show. Exhibits must be picked up on 
Sunday, January 11th from 1:00-3:00 PM. 

04. Nolan County 4-H will not be liable for exhibits during and after NCLS hours. 

05. There will be a $5.00 entry fee for the first item entered. Each additional item entered will be $1.00. 
Entry fees will be paid in cash or check at time of drop-off. 

06. All entries shall be judged individually according to the score card standards.  

07. Exhibits must be made by the exhibitor. 

08. Entries will be displayed during the Nolan County Premium Sale. 

Awards and Prizes 

First through third place winners will receive a ribbon. 

Best of Show will be selected from the First Place Winner of each section. Best of Show will 
receive a $25.00 gift card. 

https://forms.gle/aWDynCiqJ2tWeEwA9
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Photography Division 

All photographs must have been taken by the person whose name is on the entry card. 

01. Entries will be limited to three per category. 

02. All photographs must be securely mounted directly on top of white poster  or foam board. No poster 
boards larger than 11x14. Recommendations: 4x6 photo mounted on 5x7 poster board, 5x7 photo 
mounted on 8x10 poster board, 8x10 photo mounted on 11x14 poster board 

03. Photographs should be no larger than 8x10 and no smaller than 3x5. 

04. Entries will be labeled with exhibitor information. Labels will be affixed out-of-view for judging 
purposes. 

05. Entries should be photographs taken in the past 12 months. 

06. Exhibits must remain until pick-up time. 

Judging Criteria: 

a. Composition         25 points 

b. Style          25 points 

c. Originality          25 points 

d. Quality of print         25 points 

Category 1 – Black and White     Category 2 – Color  

01. Animals or Birds       01. Animals or Birds 

02. Architecture       02. Architecture 

03. Flowers and Plant Life      03. Flowers and Plant Life 

04. Insects        04. Insects 

05. Landscapes or Seascapes     05. Landscapes or Seascapes 

06. People        06. People 

07. Sports        07. Sports 

08. Special Effects       08. Special Effects 

09. Sunrise or Sunset      09. Sunrise or Sunset 

10. Other        10. Other  

Category 3 – Digital Art 

Photos are for digital art - images created or drastically altered in software like Adobe Photoshop®. For 
this category, a participant will submit a minimum of at least two photos that demonstrate the before 
photo(s) and the altered, or final, digital piece. The multiple photos will illustrate the alterations made to 
the original photos.  
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Food Division 

All entries must be homemade by the person whose name is on the entry card. 

01. All baked and dried foods must be presented in disposable packages with a clear plastic covering. 

02. No refrigerated items will be accepted. 

03. Preserved foods must be in standard canning jars that have been properly processed to be accepted 
for exhibit. Preserved items must be canned within the previous 12 months.  A recipe card will 
accompany all baked goods. 

04. Entries will be labeled with exhibitor information. Labels will be affixed out-of-view for judging 
purposes. 

05. Exhibits must remain until pick-up time. 

Judging Criteria: 

a. Quality of Product         25 points 

b. Liquidity (applies to preserved goods)      25 points 

c. Color          25 points 

d. Packaging and overall appearance      10 points 

e. Neatness and presentation       15 points 

Preserved Foods 

Category 1 – Pickles       Category 3 - Jellies 

01. Beets and Beans       01. Cactus/Prickly Pear Jelly 

02. Bread and Butter       02. Grape Jelly 

03. Dill Cucumbers       03. Plum Jelly 

04. Fruit        04. Other, not listed above 

05. Okra        Category 4 - Jams 

06. Peppers        01. Apricot Jam 

07. Sweet Cucumbers      02. Berry Jam 

Category 2 – Relishes      03. Peach Jam 

01. Green Tomato Relishes (chow-chow)    04. Plum Jam 

02. Hot Sauce       05. Other, not listed above 

03. Ripe Tomato Relish 

04. Other, not listed above 
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Category 5 – Preserves and Marmalades    Baked Goods 

01. Apricot Preserves      Category 1 - Cakes 

02. Peach Preserves       01. Frosted Layer Cake 

03. Pear Preserves       02. Sheet Cake 

04. Other, not listed above      03. Pound Cake 

Category 6 – Honeys and Butters     04. Decorated Cakes 

01. Any Honey       05. Cupcakes (Display 6) 

02. Any Butter       06. Cakes from boxed mix 

Category 7 – Fruit       Category 2 – Cookies (Display 6) 

01. Apples        01. Rolled or Shaped 

02. Apricots        02. Drop 

03. Peaches        03. Bar 

04. Pears        Category 3 - Pies 

05. Tomatoes        01. Fruit Pies 

06. Other, not listed above      02. Nut Pies 

Category 8 – Vegetables      03. Chess Pies 

01. Beets        Category 4 - Breads 

02. Black-eyed Peas       01. Yeast Breads – Oven Baked 

03. Corn        02. Bread Machine Breads 

04. Green Beans       03. Quick Breads 

05. Mixed Vegetables      Category 5 - Candies 

06. Potatoes        01. Chocolate 

07. Squash        02. All Other Candies 

08. Sweet Potatoes       Category 6 – Other Desserts 

09. Other, not listed above      01. All Other Desserts Not Listed Above 

Category 9 – Dried Foods 

01. Fruit 

02. Meat 

03. Vegetables 
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Textile Division 

All entries must be handmade and the work the person whose name is on the entry card. 

01. All entries must be clean. NO SOILED ITEMS WILL BE ACCEPTED. Cloth articles must be pressed. 

02. Entries must have been constructed in the previous 24 months. 

03. Labels and names must be covered until judging is complete. 

04. Exhibits must remain until pick-up time. 

Judging Criteria: 

 a. Value of article in relation to work done and material use   15 points 

 b. Suitability of materials        10 points 

 c. Design and Color         15 points 

 d. Workmanship         20 points 

 e. General Appearance        40 points 

Quilts         Non-Apparel Items 

Category A – Large Quilts      01. Aprons 

01. Machine Pieced– Machine Quilted    02. Pillows  

02. Hand pieced—Hand quilted     03. Pillowcases  

03. Machine Pieced—Hand quilted     04. Tablecloths 

05. Tied        05. Place mats  

Category B – Medium Quilts      06. Pot Holders  

01. Machine Pieced– Machine Quilted    07. Wall hangings 

02. Hand pieced—Hand quilted     08. Baby 

03. Machine Pieced—Hand quilted     09. Needlepoint  

05. Tied        10. Embroidery 

Category C – Small Quilts      Apparel Items 

01. Miniature ‐ Hand quilted (less than 18”x18”)   01. Purses, totes, and other bags 

02. Miniature—Machine Quilted (less than 18”x18”)  02. Dresses 

03. Small Hand Quilted (over 18”x18” under 36”x 36”)  03. Skirts 

04. Small Machine Quilted (over 18”x18” & under 36” x 36”) 04. Shirts and Blouses 

05. Tied        05. Pants, shorts, and other bottoms 
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Art Show Division 

All entries must be the original work of the person whose name is on the entry card. 

01. All entries must be original work and created in the previous 24 months. 

02. Compositions with an overall size (canvas plus frame) larger than 26 inches by 38 inches will not be 
accepted. 

03. Any name or mark on the front of the artwork must be concealed until judging is complete. 

04. A professional is considered to be a person who owns business(es) of said profession, teachers, 
instructors, or those conducting seminars. 

05. Exhibits must remain until pick-up time. 

Judging Criteria: 

a. Value of article in relation to work done and material used   30 points 

 b. Design Principles         30 points 

 c. Workmanship         40 points 

Section 1 – Amateur 

Section 2 – Professional 

Section 3 – Pre-K through Elementary 

Category 1 – Opaque – oil or acrylic paintings done in oil technique 

01. Landscape 

02. Floral 

03. Animals or birds 

04. Portraits or people 

05. Miscellaneous, art of merit not listed 

Category 2 – Transparent – watercolor and/or medium paintings 

01. Landscape 

02. Floral 

03. Animals or birds 

04. Portraits or people 

05. Miscellaneous, art of merit not listed 

Category 3 – Graphics – pastels, crayons, charcoal, pencil, silk screen 

01. Landscape 

02. Floral 

03. Animals or birds 
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04. Portraits or people 

05. Miscellaneous, art of merit not listed 

Category 4 – Computer Graphics 

Category 5 – Hand Sculpted 

Section 4 – Middle/Intermediate School 

Category 1 – Opaque – oil or acrylic paintings done in oil technique 

01. Landscape 

02. Floral 

03. Animals or birds 

04. Portraits or people 

05. Miscellaneous, art of merit not listed 

Category 2 – Transparent – watercolor and/or medium paintings 

01. Landscape 

02. Floral 

03. Animals or birds 

04. Portraits or people 

05. Miscellaneous, art of merit not listed 

Category 3 – Graphics – pastels, crayons, charcoal, pencil, silk screen 

01. Landscape 

02. Floral 

03. Animals or birds 

04. Portraits or people 

05. Miscellaneous, art of merit not listed 

Category 4 – Computer Graphics 

Category 5 – Hand Sculpted 

Section 5 – High School 

Category 1 – Opaque – oil or acrylic paintings done in oil technique 

01. Landscape 

02. Floral 

03. Animals or birds 

04. Portraits or people 
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05. Miscellaneous, art of merit not listed 

Category 2 – Transparent – watercolor and/or medium paintings 

01. Landscape 

02. Floral 

03. Animals or birds 

04. Portraits or people 

05. Miscellaneous, art of merit not listed 

Category 3 – Graphics – pastels, crayons, charcoal, pencil, silk screen 

01. Landscape 

02. Floral 

03. Animals or birds 

04. Portraits or people 

05. Miscellaneous, art of merit not listed 

Category 4 – Computer Graphics 

Category 5 – Hand Sculpted 

 

 


