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2025-2026 Categories 

 
Category  Description Not allowed 
Animals – 
Domestic  

Photos of domesticated animals adapted for 
human environments.  
Examples: Dogs, cats, horses, pigs, chickens 

Wildlife, all waterfowl, 
zoo animals, or animals 
not under human care. 

Animals – 
Wildlife 

Photos of undomesticated animals in natural or 
zoo-like.  
Examples: Birds, deer, elephants, snakes, whales 

Domesticated animals, 
livestock, or pets. 

Catch-All Photos that do not fit into one of the other 
categories.  

Duplicate entry of a 
photo already submitted 
in another category. 
Photo that belongs in 
another category. 

Details & 
Macro 

Close-up photos highlighting fine details or 
making small objects appear larger than life.  
Examples: Insect eyes, veins on a leaf, a water 
droplets 

Standard close-ups that 
don’t emphasize fine 
details; digitally created 
“macro look” (heavily 
cropped to simulate a 
close-up) 

Dominant 
Color  

 

Photos where one specific color is the primary 
visual element.  
Examples: a bowl of lemons in strong yellow 
light.  

Black & white, sepia, 
duotone, or multiple 
equally dominant colors. 

Elements of 
Design 

Photos emphasizing line, shape, pattern, form, 
texture, or perspective. 
Examples: repeating tile patterns, ripples in 
water showing repeating patterns, a spiral 
staircase showing perspective, textured bark on a 
tree, etc. 

Digitally created or 
computer-generated 
designs (Photoshop, 
Illustrator, etc.). 

Enhanced Photos significantly manipulated or created using 
editing techniques. 
Examples: Examples: composites, stitched 
panoramas, artistic filters. 

Use of stock, AI-
generated, or non-
original images. 

Food Still-life style photos highlighting food for artistic 
or commercial effect. 
Examples: meals, cakes, fruits, table settings. 

Alcoholic beverages or 
photos where food is not 
the main subject. 

Landscape & 
Nature  

(Non-Animal) 

Photos of outdoor scenic and natural settings 
without animals as the main focus.  
Examples: gardens, seascapes, cityscapes 

People, man-made 
structures, or animals as 
the main subject. 

Leading Line  Photos using lines to guide the viewer’s eye 
toward the subject. 
Example: a river leading to a bridge. 

Weak or implied lines 
that do not clearly guide 
the eye. 
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Long Exposure Photos using extended shutter speeds to capture 
motion effects or low-light scenes. 
Examples: fireworks, night skies, light trails, 
waterfalls. 

Images with artificial blur 
or digital effects 
simulating long exposure 

Motion/Action Photos that capture and freeze movement. 
Examples: sports, running animals, spinning 
rides. 

Images of objects that 
are typically stationary or 
slow-moving. Blurry or 
poorly focused photos 
unless intentionally 
artistic. 

People Photos of individuals or groups across all ages 
and activities. 
Examples: families, children, portraits, fashion, 
sports. 

Photos without model 
consent; animals or 
objects as main subject. 

Plant/Flora Photos of a single flower, tree, bush, or plant as 
the primary subject. 
Examples: a rose, a tree’s canopy. (Large 
landscapes with multiple plants belong in 
Landscape & Nature.) 

Large landscapes where 
a single plant is not the 
central focus. 

Reflections  Photos capturing mirrored images in water, glass, 
metal, or other reflective surfaces. 
Examples: lakes, puddles, water droplets, 
building facades. 

Images where the 
reflection is not the 
primary subject. 

Shadow/ 
Silhouette 

Photos where a shadow or silhouette is the 
primary subject against a brighter background. 
Examples: shadows of people, animals, or 
structures. 

Images where the 
shadow or silhouette is 
not the primary subject.  

Transportation  Photos showcasing vehicles or modes of travel. 
Examples: bustling urban streets, cars, buses, 
trains, boats, bicycles, airplanes, and rockets. 

Images where 
transportation is 
background only, not the 
subject. 

Theme – 
Volunteers in 

Action 

Celebrate the heart of Texas 4-H by capturing 
volunteers in meaningful moments of service. 
From mentoring youth and leading workshops to 
organizing events and supporting communities, 
showcasing the dedication, passion, and behind-
the scenes efforts of 4-H volunteers who make a 
difference every day 

Posed portraits without 
volunteer activity shown; 
photos where the 
subject is not a 4-H 
volunteer. 

Panoramic 
(Only offered 
in District 12) 

An image that is in one of the following 
dimensions: 5x15, 8x24, or 12x36. The subject 
can be the photographer’s choice, but the image 
nor any portion of the image can be submitted in 
any other category. 

 

 

 


