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Welcome to this month's Agriculture and
Natural Resources Newsletter! This

publication aims to keep you informed
about upcoming programs and provide
valuable insights into agriculture and

natural resource topics relevant to our
area.

Please contact me if you have any
questions. 

https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/counties/zavala-county/
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/counties/zavala-county/




Thursday,

January 8, 2026

6:30 AM - 8:00 AM

Location

ZCJLSA Show Barn 

1685 US HWY 83

Crystal City, Tx

Date & Time

2026
Zavala County Junior

Livestock Show
Cowboy

Breakfast

Kicking off the 2026 Zavala County

Junior Livestock Show

Join Us

Sponsored by Sheriff Salinas & Zavala County Sheriff’s Office

You’re Invited to The



Aggie Horticulture
https://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/

Follow Aggie Horticulture on Facebook for gardening and
horticulture information and news. 

Pruning is the cutting, removal of dead, broken or
overgrown shoots, branches. Always remember that
pruning is a dwarfing process, so we need a reason to
prune, which were just listed. 
Leave a collar when you make a cut so that the wound
totally heals over. 
Minor pruning can be done anytime, but major pruning
should be reserved for the dormant season. Those of you
with live oaks, remember to prune them at the coldest or
hottest time of the year and apply pruning paint.
Wounds heal faster without paint than with, but we
paint oak wounds as a deterrent to oak wilt. 
Pruning involves the use of shears, loppers, and saws. I
want to highlight some of the older and newer saws on
the market today.

Bow/ hand saw, cuts on the pull stroke
Chain saws, gas, ethanol free, pre-mixed
Electric saws, battery
Pole saws, gas or electric
Battery loppers

Tools & Thoughts on Pruning
with Dr. Larry Stein

https://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/
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1 Associate Professor and Extension Horse Specialist
2 Professor and Extension Specialist

Transmission occurs through direct horse-to-horse contact, aerosolized
droplets from coughing or snorting, and indirect contact via contaminated
surfaces such as stalls, trailers, tack, and water buckets. Humans can also
act as mechanical carriers, spreading the virus on hands, clothing, and
equipment. Horses may 

ANSC-PU-462
December 2025

Equine herpesviruses (EHV) are widespread among horse populations, with
EHV-1 and EHV-4 being the most clinically significant. EHV-1 can cause
respiratory illness, abortion in mares, and a severe neurologic condition called
equine herpesvirus myeloencephalopathy (EHM). EHV-4 primarily causes
respiratory disease and rarely leads to abortion or neurologic signs. Most
horses are exposed early in life and may carry the virus in a latent state, which
can reactivate during stress such as travel, illness, or competition. EHM occurs
when EHV-1 infection leads to inflammation and damage to blood vessels in
the brain and spinal cord, resulting in neurologic deficits. While only a small
percentage of infected horses develop EHM, the condition can be life-
threatening and often requires intensive care.

Chelsie Huseman, PhD1, Jennifer Zoller, PhD1, 
and Tom Hairgrove, DVM PhD2

Equine Herpesvirus (EHV-1 & EHV-4):
What Horse Owners Need to Know

Transmission of EHV



► 2

Effective biosecurity measures are essential to limiting the spread of
EHV. The following practices can help lower the risk of transmission: 

Isolate horses returning from events or new arrivals for at least 14 to 21
days,  monitor them twice daily for fever, and handle them last during
chores.
Avoid nose-to-nose contact and sharing of tack, grooming tools, or water
sources, and disinfect all equipment thoroughly using an appropriate
disinfectant, such as a bleach solution or accelerated peroxide. 
Clean trailers, stalls, and buckets of organic material like feces, bedding,
and water before disinfection. 
Limit personnel contact with multiple horses, wear dedicated clothing,
gloves, and boots when handling exposed animals, and wash hands
thoroughly after contact. 
A vaccine is available but should be used with the advice of a
veterinarian based on individual horse needs. 
Maintain accurate records of horse movements and exposure history for
contact tracing if needed. Horses with fever or clinical signs should never
be transported or brought to events. 

shed the virus during the incubation period, which ranges from 2 to 10 days,
even before showing clinical signs. Common signs of respiratory disease
include fever above 101.5°F, nasal discharge, coughing, lethargy, and
enlarged lymph nodes. Neurologic signs of EHM include hind limb weakness,
incoordination, loss of tail tone, urine dribbling, leaning against walls, and, in
severe cases, recumbency. Fever often precedes neurologic symptoms, but
its absence does not rule out infection. Contact your local veterinarian
immediately for care recommendations should your horse exhibit
symptoms.

Limiting the spread of EHV



In Texas, EHV-1 is a reportable disease when it causes the neurologic
condition. Veterinarians, laboratories, and horse owners and caretakers are
required to report suspected or confirmed cases of the neurologic form to
the Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC) (https://www.tahc.texas.gov/)
immediately. Prompt reporting enables the TAHC to conduct disease
investigations, provide movement and quarantine guidance, and issue official
updates to the equine community. Current reporting information and
regional contact numbers can be found on the TAHC website.

AGRILIFEEXTENSION.TAMU.EDU

The American Association of Equine Practitioners (AAEP) (https://aaep.org/),
the Equine Disease Communication Center (EDCC)
(https://www.equinediseasecc. org/), and the TAHC emphasize that proactive
biosecurity is the most effective way to prevent outbreaks. For real-time
updates and official guidance, visit the EDCC and TAHC websites. Avoid relying
on fear-based social media posts or unverified sources; instead, follow
veterinary professionals and official agencies for accurate information.

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension is an equal opportunity employer and program provider.

Reporting cases of EHV

https://www.tahc.texas.gov/
https://aaep.org/
https://www.equinediseasecc.org/


Plant of the Month

Plant
Characteristics: 

Flower Color: White
Fruit Type: Fruit/Berry
Duration: Perennial
Stem Texture:
Hairless/Smooth
Growth Habit: Shrub
(Woody)
Season: Warm

Texas Persimmon
Diospyros texana Scheele

Ebenaceae (Persimmon family)

Plant Description:
Texas persimmon, also called Mexican or
black persimmon, is a shrub or small tree
that normally grows to less than 15 feet tall.
However, some specimens along the upper
Texas coast may reach 50 feet tall. Its
compact wood is almost black, and the bark
is gray, slick and thin.

Texas persimmon has oval leaves that are
rounded at the tips. The leaves have small,
fine hairs underneath. The fruit contains
three to eight seeds and can measure up to
1 inch in diameter. It is green at first, turning
black when ripe.

The forage value of Texas persimmon is fair
for goats and wildlife.

Habitat:
Texas persimmon is found primarily in the
western two-thirds of the state in rocky,
open woodlands, arroyos, and on open
slopes. In some pastures in Central Texas,
it may be one of the predominant invading
woody species.


