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TOP NEWS OF THE MONTH

PASTURE MEALY BUG Eccatiili
Dying hay fields can be the result of this

pest..
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What are you most interested in learning
about?
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UPCOMING EVENTS Eebruary 18 - Herd Health Management
March 5- Tree Care Short Course

March 28 - Grazing & Forages
Upcoming events in Gillespie County




The pasture mealybug (Heliococcus summervillei) is an invasive
insect pest now confirmed in Texas and newly reported in the
United States. It's a tiny, soft-bodied bug with a white, waxy coating
that feeds on the sap of pasture and forage grasses. As the
immature mealybugs feed and excrete sugary honeydew, they
weaken plants, promote sooty mold growth, and inject toxic saliva
that can lead to “pasture dieback”, which is a condition where grass
turns yellow or red, weakens, and eventually dies in patches across
pastures and hayfields.

This pest is important because it has the potential to seriously
reduce forage productivity in grasses such as bermudagrass, Bahia,
bluestems, and others that are critical to cattle grazing and hay
production in Texas. Producers are encouraged to monitor for early
signs of infestation and report suspected cases, as current
management options are limited and research is ongoing. For
more details, management tips, and pictures to help with
identification, please visit the Texas A&M Agrilife Extension page
on pasture mealybug.



https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/pasture-mealybug/
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/pasture-mealybug/

Estate Planning

Even if it feels like “it's not time,” everyone should have a flight plan in
place. A flight plan is simply a central, organized collection of important
personal, financial, and business information that allows family members
or trusted individuals to act quickly and confidently if something
unexpected happens.

A basic flight plan may include estate planning documents, insurance
policies, retirement and bank account information, passwords, lock
combinations, debt and payment details, identification documents, real
estate records, and business assets such as livestock, crops, insurance
policies, and key professional contacts. Once gathered, this information
should be stored in a secure location, and at least one or two trusted
individuals should know where it is and have access. While creating a flight
plan can feel overwhelming, it provides peace of mind, reduces stress for
loved ones, and saves time and money by making future estate planning
more efficient.

Click the image to
view the full factsheet



https://agrilife.org/texasaglaw/files/2024/07/Do-You-Have-a-Flight-Plan.pdf

We Want Your Feedback!

What do you want to learn about?

Blanco County AgriLife Extension is planning future programs and
educational opportunities, and your input helps guide what we
offer. Please take a few minutes to complete this 3 question
survey and let us know what topics you're most interested in and
how you prefer to hear about upcoming programs. Your feedback
is anonymous and will help us better serve our community and
tailor programs to your interests. Thank you for taking the time to
share your thoughts!

Survey Link



https://qualtricsxmzbdvk6qmc.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0j2DlfCQRSphTG6
https://qualtricsxmzbdvk6qmc.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0j2DlfCQRSphTG6
https://qualtricsxmzbdvk6qmc.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0j2DlfCQRSphTG6
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New World Screwworm 9 AM - 2:30 PM
Update

Blanco County

* Biosecurity Fair & Rodeo
L Peresie Sl 619 US 281 Johnson City, TX
W e Selhee s Cost: S10 Cash or Check

Lunch provided

RSVP: 830-863-7167

Texas A&M Agrilife Extension provides equal opportunities in its programs and employment to all persons, regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national
origin, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of

Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating




[REE CARE
SHORT COURSE

s A TEXAS A&M

GRILIFE

EXTENSION FOREST SERVICE

Join us for an informative session on
proper tree care. This course will cover
planting and maintenance techniques,
along with wildfire risk reduction
practices to promote healthy, long-
lasting trees.

SAVE THE DATE!

3.5.2026

9:00 A.M. -12:30 P.M.
COST: $10 PAYABLE BY CASH OR CHECK

BLANCO COUNTY
FAIR & RODEO

619 US 281 JOHNSON CITY, TX 78636

RSVP by 2.19.2026

830.868.7167
CARLEY . HOWELL@AG.TAMU.EDU



Save the Date!

March 26- Grazing Workshop

Save the date for a follow-up herd health workshop on March 26,
where we'll take a deeper look at grazing management and
forage selection and how they directly impact livestock health
and performance.

More details coming soon! See all events on blanco.agrilife.org



http://blanco.agrilife.org/

FIREWISE =

Helping homeowners assess wildfire risk, educate building
professionals on fire-resilient construction, and promote
Firewise practices in HOAs and neighborhoods.

————————————
MARCH 10, 2026 | 5:30 - 7:30 PM

Round Mountain Volunteer Fire Department
8480 US-281, Round Mountain, TX 78663

Contact Us

830-868-7167 M carley.howell@ag.tamu.edu
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Residents reducing wildfire risks Blanco County

Extension programs of Texas AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, sex, religion, national
origin, age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, gender identity or any other classification
protected by federal, state or local law The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County
Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.
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Saturday, April 18, 2026
9:00am — 4:00pm
Old Blanco County
Courthouse Square

300 Main Street,
Blanco, TX

Annuals & Perennials % % @%"%

Native Plants
Herbs
Wildflowers
Succulents
Houseplants & More!!l!
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Gillespie County Extension Office L v Adapted V i
38 Business Court V(;crset?es SELEEIEGSiTs e a r
Fredericksburg, TX 78624 )

* Top Vegetable Garden Mistakes

General Sessions

Pre Registration:

Deadline: February 24

Cost: $45 with Lunch
$35 without Lunch

() Breakout Sessions

o Green Manure

Gardening 101

Attracting Insects Using Flowers . . . -

Eat Your Landscaping Visit gillespie.agrilife.org for
alsa Gardening

Garden Propagation: A Seedy

presentaton more details or to register for

Day of Program:
Cost: $35 without Lunch

For more information, please call @ TestY Vv tabl
the Extension Office at est rour vegetabie
(830) 997-3452. Identification Knowledge th e events.

Test your vegetable identification
knowledge at the seeding table!

To register call
(830) 997-3452 or visit

gillespie-extension-inc.square.site
A small processing fee applies to credit cards
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Grow It Cook lt
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LEARN HOW TO GROW, PREPARE, COOK AND

PRESERVE THE FRUIT/VEGETABLE

FRUIT TREE
CARE

JANUARY 16 | 1:00-3:00 PM
GILLESPIE COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE
38 BUSINESS COURT, FREDERICKSBURG, TX

BLUEBERRIES TOMATOES SWEET CORN Program Topics:
January 23 February 6 April 17 Pruning
- - Insect & Disease Control
Grow It Cook It Preserve It Class Conventional & Organic Methods Will Be Discussed
12:00-1:00 PM 1:00-3:00 PM
$25 For The Series HE Forg?e 22l One IPM pesticide applicator will be given.

el $25 Per Class
$15 Per Class Price includes finished product.

TO PRE-REGISTER

To register call Preserve It Class Location: CALL (830) 997-3452 OR VISIT
ety Sl EMisaple County GILLESPIE-EXTENSION-INC.SQUARE.SITE
gillespie-extension- Blueberries- Jan 16 Extension Office . ’
inc.squaresite Tomatoes- Jan 30 38 Business Court WALK INS ARE ACCEPTED

A small processing fee applies to
credit cards

Sweet Corn- Apr 10 Fredericksburg



https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/counties/gillespie-county/

Bennett Trust Land Stewardship Conference

Protect, educate, sustain

This signature program provides practical, research-based education to
support landowners in the unique Edwards Plateau region of Texas.
Designed for both new and seasoned landowners, the program equips
participants with the tools and knowledge needed to make informed
decisions about natural resource management.

With a focus on long-term sustainability, this two-day event brings together
AgriLife Extension experts and regional professionals to address key land
stewardship topics through real-world examples, hands-on demonstrations,
and interactive sessions.

The Topics:

* Disaster Assessment and Recovery (DAR)

* Geology and Hydrology of the Edwards Plateau

* Water Law

* Texas Well Owner Network
* OSSFs
.
L

Rainwater Harvesting
Fireproofing the Ranch

To learn more about this program, visit bennetttrust.tamu.edu or contact
us at bennett-trust@ag.tamu.edu or 979-321-5908
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TIMING OF POND PRACTICES
FEB 6:00 -
17TH PM

TO REGISTER FOR THIS
WEBINAR, PLEASE
VISIT THE LINK BELOW
OR SCAN THE QR CODE.

DREDGE AND DIVE

TX.AG/POND365



https://bennetttrust.tamu.edu/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftamu.us20.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D60c408de8c93fde5c9bb5316b%26id%3D22aeda4784%26e%3D1dea7fdc73&data=05%7C02%7CCarley.howell%40ag.tamu.edu%7C2fc3e6aae2f54adaf5af08de627ea7bd%7C9fd7580a64724d9ca142d131d3a7a116%7C0%7C0%7C639056493287084049%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=btl%2FpzRkItiryN937KtFdyhpfAGGf7UzIcOFo60aMYw%3D&reserved=0

OUR WORK MAKES
A DIFFERENCE.

IN THE LIVES OF TEXANS AND
ON THE ECONOMY.

TEXAS A&M

GRILIFE
EXTENSION

Carley Howell
Blanco County Extension Agent
Agriculture & Natural Resources

200 N Avenue G, Ste. 7
P.O. Box 189
Johnson City, TX 78636
Email: carley.howell@ag.tamu.edu
Contact: 830 868 7167

Click here to subscribe to this monthly newsletter

Extension programs of Texas AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color,

sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, gender

identity or any other classification protected by federal, state or local law The Texas A&M University System,
U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.



https://mailchi.mp/5ebe3199625b/stay-connected-with-agrilife-extension
https://mailchi.mp/5ebe3199625b/stay-connected-with-agrilife-extension

