
Hello Folks,

Welcome to 2026 everybody! I hope y’all had a great Christmas and Happy New Year as we said
goodbye to 2025!

We are starting the year off on the warm and dry side as we could sure use a cold front and some
moisture. We struck out on this last cold front. Forecasters have called for a dryer and warmer winter,
and they have been right so far as we are in a La Nina weather pattern.  We witnessed one of the
hotter Christmas days on record reported anywhere from 78 to 80 degrees. How soon we forget the
hottest Christmas day on record in DFW was just a few years ago in 2021 at officially 82 degrees
although Denton thermos said 83. Anyway, it’s a long way from a snowstorm, but we will take any kind
of moisture. Our poor ole winter grasses are pitiful just sitting there waiting on a drink before they die.
With no winter grazing to speak of feeding hay and supplements is in full force, trying to keep the
cattle full and in decent shape before calving starts. I hope you did a forage test on your hay, if not
you may be wasting money or cheating your cattle or both. A hay test is time and money well spent.  
Calving season is almost here for most of us, so I have included some great information to help you
prepare and get through it, especially if you’re a beginner. Old farts might learn something too, Ha!.  I
know some have started calving out their heifers staying ahead of the cow herd calving, so take a look
at that information. Be sure and read about the mealy bug and New World Screwworm I have included.
Also, I have included information on the cattle markets along with cow calf cost and returns. It’s a
great time to be a cow calf producer!  But a bad time to be a packer as they sure are getting
hammered with huge losses! In a perfect world we would spread out the profits in the cattle industry
where everyone makes some money, can stay in business, and make a good living! 

I pray you all have a healthy and prosperous 2026!
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Save the Date:
Our Pasture Management Program will be coming up on Tuesday, March 31  from
8:00am to 12:00pm at the Decatur Conference Center.  Details coming soon!

st

Pasture mealybugs pose new threat to Texas hay fields 
https://texasfarmbureau.org/pasture-mealybugs-pose-new-threat-to-texas-hay-fields/
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/pasture-mealybug/?
utm_source=agrilifetoday&utm_medium=cta&utm_campaign=ext-pasture-mealybug

As Screwworm Inches Closer, When Could the U.S. Reopen the Southern
Border to Cattle Imports? 
With a New World screwworm case now less than 200 miles from the U.S. border, Seth
Meyer says the growing threat adds risk and uncertainty for cattle producers making critical
calving-season decisions.
https://www.drovers.com/news/ag-policy/screwworm-inches-closer-when-could-u-s-reopen-southern-
border-cattle-imports?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-
_YmDviHCObIhfADSKCvTvncqlm7LkSEoEKB5_lYiaTWjRP-x6zPp5RBwmiEi9I2ivhrYv3WpYH3vEs45-
WBqQ3ZaPZzQ&_hsmi=397201428&utm_content=397201428&utm_source=hs_email

New World Screwworm Resources - A Website for Texans 
https://screwwormtx.org/

What’s Your Plan for 2026?
Oklahoma State’s Peel shares five factors for cow-calf producers to consider in the new
year.
https://www.drovers.com/news/beef-production/whats-your-plan-2026?
utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-85RAGDXjRVJmuX3Zgw-
mtUATj5OfXz21p0iNAW3dOuY_o2VfU4xQygOl2XspV1-QrHYazsrE4ug987VJj75-
CSa_pbxQ&_hsmi=397201428&utm_content=397201428&utm_source=hs_email

In the Cattle Markets: Cow-Calf Costs and Returns Update
Will Secor, Ph.D., from the University of Georgia breaks down the markets.
https://www.morningagclips.com/in-the-cattle-markets-cow-calf-costs-and-returns-update/
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Beef Profit Tracker: Packer Margins Fall Deeper in Red
Check out the Sterling Marketing Profit Tracker for week of Dec. 20.
https://www.drovers.com/markets/profit-tracker/beef-profit-tracker-packer-margins-fall-deeper-red?
utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--MO0Tovmp3n18tE_6d19zPBWXN39q-
q3VAJzKA1U0wzZteA-
1R7SUvL7qNRRb0WJJmUMSJ8cOLpm8xto4ctD3KY6kCdQ&_hsmi=395802275&utm_content=3958
02275&utm_source=hs_email

Basic care ensures calving success
There are a lot of factors that go into a successful calving season, but the work is worth
the effort. A strong, healthy calf can grow and move through the marketing chain, doing its
job for everyone involved, or return to the herd as a replacement female prepared to be
around for a good while.
https://www.beefmagazine.com/calving/basic-care-ensures-calving-success

Supplementing bred heifers and calving difficulty
Restricting nutrients prior to calving weakens both the cow and the calf, increasing calving
difficulty and reducing calf survival.
https://www.beefmagazine.com/livestock-management/supplementing-bred-heifers-and-calving-
difficulty?
utm_rid=CPG02000003519660&utm_campaign=103651&utm_medium=email&elq2=e4cfcbb98e534
cd49415e3c5a6325b0e&sp_eh=8308fcaadc83d8c4b5c4bd7affb2d52d78dc47ae85f6c2e6a243f1fa2
b566135

Your Calving Prep Starts Here: The Essential Checklist
Preparing for a successful calving season, ensure all supplies are stocked and equipment
is fully functional before the first calf arrives to minimize stress and maximize efficiency.
https://www.drovers.com/news/beef-production/your-calving-prep-starts-here-essential-checklist?
utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9r9PePWmXfjHg6va-
K7tZsmoBF_5DC6UcYilQnQMdGMbymFbSLlm7NXYSb8JhrrMvkHKzLDiiCrotSwOvos-
ig0qSaHQ&_hsmi=396527023&utm_content=396527023&utm_source=hs_email
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What You Should Know About the 3 Stages of Calving
It is important for cow-calf producers to understand each phase of the birthing process to
know when it is time to intervene.
https://www.drovers.com/news/beef-production/what-you-should-know-about-3-stages-calving?
utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--fbZuyn8aT42VYIC473JpU4PDaU-
6cYTj_6yJwPcs79iTmbRtUaX5PMR-
7rc_acuYA7ck12amWhNlNNvbXNYjZVIuSDA&_hsmi=397201428&utm_content=397201428&utm_sou
rce=hs_email

9 Tips to Ensure Calving Season Success
From equipment checklists to mastering observation, veterinary collaboration and proactive
intervention, calving season success starts before the first calf hits the ground.
https://www.drovers.com/news/beef-production/9-tips-ensure-calving-season-success

7 Steps for Assessing Calf Abortions
K-State veterinarians discuss the steps producers should take after finding an aborted
fetus.
https://www.drovers.com/news/7-steps-assessing-abortions?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--
DDIlNDYF89PF85_JlJxY1c4-
T8h184X8emg8Y5DVMWsBb4NpYsa_eP7VL0x5iPDvEWIFEjTPN2OyW6JNnvCXnPuJ60Q&_hsmi=39
5320451&utm_content=395320451&utm_source=hs_email

Why cattle herds have more open cows this year
Veterinarians identify nutrition as the primary cause of reproductive failure in cattle herds,
with protein and energy deficiencies during breeding season.
https://www.beefmagazine.com/cattle-breeding/why-cattle-herds-have-more-open-cows-this-year?
utm_rid=CPG02000003519660&utm_campaign=103517&utm_medium=email&elq2=ca8a6638c4d549
7299a9772ef75ba368&sp_eh=8308fcaadc83d8c4b5c4bd7affb2d52d78dc47ae85f6c2e6a243f1fa2b56
6135

Calving Resources 
https://extension.okstate.edu/fact-sheets/print-publications/e/calving-time-management-for-beef-
cows-and-heifers-e-1006.pdf
https://extension.okstate.edu/articles/2024/winter-calving-24.html
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From our ENVU Representative Ron Courtney on applying Rezilon. 

Now that 2026 is here, it’s time to start thinking about controlling/preventing spring annual
weeds like sandburs and foxtail in your hayfields and pastures with Rezilon. I’ve had
several calls from folks with concerns about applying Rezilon since conditions have been so
warm and dry this winter. There is no better time to put out Rezilon. Wet conditions can
delay application of Rezilon to keep from rutting up hay fields or even getting stuck.
Postponement in application often results in decreased performance because target weeds
have already begun germinating. With dry conditions, we can get across the fields without
damaging them. Rezilon doesn’t break down in sunlight, it will sit and wait on the rain to be
activated. Once activated, Rezilon will control annual weeds like sandbur once they begin to
germinate. For the best results put out 3oz per acre prior to Valentine’s Day (early is on
time) and freshen up your residual in late May into June with another 3oz application. Use a
boom type sprayer and 15gpa to ensure the best coverage and then try not to disturb the
soil after application. If applying by air, 5 gpa is recommended. Boomless nozzles and flood
jet tips can work but aren’t ideal as they can cause gaps or streaks in coverage. Rezilon
must have complete coverage of the ground. 

As you go out and scout your fields, be on the lookout for perennial sandburs. These pesky
plants may have overwintered due to the warm conditions. I saw several just this week while
on a trip to East Texas. You’ll see them trying to push a little green out of the crown of the
plant. If you run into this, you can tankmix a postemergent product with Rezilon to try and
control the plants that are already there. Pastora at 1 oz/acre can help if you are a little late
with Rezilon. Rezilon will keep the new ones from emerging. If you decide to use
glyphosate, make sure the Rezilon goes in the tank first or you might end up with a mess on
your hands. Lastly, if you have some winter broadleaves you’d like to control, try adding
Cimarron plus at ½ to 1oz/A. It will help clean broadleaf weeds up and give you some
additional residual to help your Bermuda take advantage of any moisture we get when it
starts to green up this spring.
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Holler if you have any questions.  I am here to help you.
 
If you have a topic that you would like covered in the next Wise County
Ag Newsletter, let me know! 

As always, feel free to call, email or stop by! 


