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2026 West Plains IPM Update

The West Plains IPM Update is a newsletter which provides news of
insect, weed, and disease pests, and crop management suggestions for
Hockley, Cochran, and Lamb Counties. [ will include items which will also
include Lubbock, Crosby, Lynn, and Garza Counties as well.

If you know of someone who would like to be included on the email list,
please have them send me their email address. If your email address
changes in the future, please send me an address update.

Hockley, Cochran & Lamb IPM Scouting Program

I have added scouting for the Cotton Jassid to our standard protocol for the
2026 season. Because this invasive pest can devastate a crop quickly, early
detection is our priority.
Our Jassid Scouting Protocol includes:
e Edge-of-Field Monitoring: We prioritize checking field margins where jassids
often colonize first.
e Terminal Leaf Inspection: We focus on the undersides of the 3rd, 4th, or 5th
mainstem leaves below the terminal.
e Threshold Verification: We monitor for flightless nymphs and early
"hopperburn" symptoms to trigger timely management suggestions.

Hockley, Cochran & Lamb IPM Scouting Program

e Comprehensive Monitoring: Insects (including Cotton Jassid), weeds,
and disease pests in cotton, peanuts, and other crops.

o Weekly Intervals: Scheduled field visits to ensure timely pest detection.

e Individual Reports: A detailed field pest report provided after every visit.

e Proactive IPM: Management suggestions with a focus on preventative
methods.

e Agronomic Support: Advice available for irrigation, fertility, growth
regulators, and harvest aids.

e« Nematode Management: Fall soil sampling for cotton root-knot
nematode.

e Pricing: Irrigated cotton at $7/acre; Peanuts at $9/acre. (Dryland/other
crops: Call for pricing).

e Risk Protection: Prorated refunds for crop loss due to natural causes.

e Contact Kerry Siders, Extension Agent-IPM
Mobile: (806) 638-5635 | Office: (806) 894-3150



https://www.google.com/search?q=cotton+jassid&kgmid=/hkb/-12720089&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwioscfl3f-TAxVFcDwKHWHpLR8Q3egRegYIAQgFEAI
https://www.google.com/search?q=cotton+jassid&kgmid=/hkb/-12720089&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwioscfl3f-TAxVFcDwKHWHpLR8Q3egRegYIAQgMEAI

Signup for regional weekly IPM audio updates
* South Texas
* Blacklands/Upper Gulf Coast
* High Plains
* West Texas/Southwest OK

Special alerts for:
* Cotton Jassid
TEXT Cotton to 833.717.0325
 Corn Leafhopper
TEXT Corn to 833.717.0325

The Texas A&M AgrilLife Extension Service offers an online option for the
required private Pesticide Applicators Training (PAT). This training is
required by the Texas Department of Agriculture before taking the exam
to obtain the license. A private pesticide applicator is a person who uses or
supervises the use of a restricted-use or state limited-use pesticide or a
regulated herbicide for the purpose of producing an agricultural
commodity. This license is not for those receiving monetary compensation
for a pesticide application. Here is the link for that training process:
https://www-aes.tamu.edu/how-to-obtain-a-private-applicator-license/

Paraquat Training Update

The Paraquat stewardship training is facilitated by the National Pesticide Safety Education
Center, to help licensed applicators nationwide satisfy the EPA mandated stewardship
training. If you have not received this training or your three-year training certification period
expires you need to complete this if you use any paraquat formulation. Here is the link for
the training website: https://npsec.us/paraquat . This training is only available online.



https://www-aes.tamu.edu/how-to-obtain-a-private-applicator-license/
https://npsec.us/paraquat
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AUXIN HERBICIDE TRAINING

Thursday, April 30, 2026, 9-10 am

Texas A&M Agrilife Extension

Hockley County Office
1212 Houston Street, Levelland
( https://maps.app.goo.gl/ITlowyk2dWvBovVCA?7 )

Opportunity to receive the required (TDA)
Auxin Herbicide (Xtend & Enlist)
Training/Certification.

Receive 1 hour of Laws & Regs CEU

Call 806 894-3159 by 4/28 to register (limited seating),
cost $10 at door.

If questions contact Kerry Siders at 806 894-3150.

Educ t Ip ograms of the Tex: A&MAg riLife Extension Service are open to /Ip ople Wth ut regard
to race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, d blty genetic information, t status.
The Texas A&M Uni verszty System, U.S. Department o ng l{ and the Cou tyC mmlss:o s Co n‘ fT s Cooperating




TEXAS AS&M
AGRI LIFE
EXTENSION

Early Season Cotton Scout School

with Kerry Siders
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service

Option #1: Friday, June 5, 2026, at the Barker Research Farm in Morton
https://maps.app.g00.gl/QLHAPbNBA {9brtrR8

OR

Option #2: Friday, June 12, 2026, at the Extension Office in Levelland
https://maps.app.g00.gl/RAUCCQTcSxfwoC8z8

2 Hours of IPM TDA CEU'’s

For crop consultant workers, farmers and their workers, County Extension agents and their
interns, and any agricultural related worker.
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Cotton Plant Growth and Development

Identifying Cotton Diseases & Nematodes
Cotton Insect Pests & Beneficials

Field Scouting Technique

Wrap Up with Q&A ~ 11:00 am \r“l; ; ' Pl

Educational programs by the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service serve people of all ages
regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, religion, sex, disability, or national origin.

The Texas A&M System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of
Texas Cooperating.



West Plains IPM Update is a publication of the Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension Service IPM Program in Hockley, Cochran, and

Lamb Counties.
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Contact information:

Editor: Kerry Siders, Extension Program Specialist-IPM ~_

1212 Houston St.,Suite 2 Levelland, TX 79336

(806) 894-3150 (office),
638-5635 (mobile)
kerry.siders@ag.tamu.edu (E-mail)
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