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4/29 South Texas Beef and Forage Field Day               $40 
9/11 Huisache Control Management Field Day                                        $50 
9/24-26 Bee County Artificial Insemination Clinic             $750 
 
 
 
 
Contact the Bee County Extension Office and ask for Landen if you need a 
private applicators training at 361-621-1552.  
 
 
 

Bee County AgriLife 
Extension Office 
210 East Corpus Christi St. 
Beeville, Tx, 78102 



 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension & 
Research 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service will host 
the third annual South Texas Beef and Forage 
Field Day on April 29 in Beeville. 

Registration and a chuckwagon breakfast begin at 
7 a.m. at the Texas A&M AgriLife Research 
Station at Beeville, 3507 Highway 59 E. The 
program then moves for a trade show and lunch at 
11:45 a.m. to Twisted Ranch Events and Design, 
3360 U.S. Highway 59 N, with afternoon sessions 
to follow. 

The registration fee is $40, and two Texas 
Department of Agriculture continuing education 
units will be available. To register, call 361-621-
1552. 

Payment can also be made at the venue. 

 

New World Screwworm Update 

USDA continues to disperse 100 million sterile 
insects per week in Mexico and closely evaluates 
the location and circumstances of each new case 
to adjust sterile insect release efforts and locations 
as needed. Changes to the sterile insect dispersal 
area, or polygon, in Southern Mexico occur as 
needed to maintain broad suppression and help 
prevent the pest from moving further north toward 
the United States. 

Isolated detections outside of the known affected 
areas in Mexico are not unexpected, and the fact 
that they have been identified and addressed 
quickly show that our collaborative efforts with 
Mexico to implement the NWS Action Plan are 
working. 
 

 
 
New Treatment Approved by FDA 
 
The F10 Antiseptic Wound Spray has been 
authorized by the FDA for the prevention and 
treatment of New World screwworm (NWS) 
infestations in various species, including cattle, 
horses, sheep, goats, and captive wild birds. This 
authorization allows the use of the spray in 
multiple species, but it is not approved for use in 
domestic dogs and cats. The spray contains active 
ingredients such as benzalkonium chloride, 
polyhexanide, and cypermethrin, which are 
effective against NWS. Important food safety 
guidelines state that treated animals must not be 

https://agriliferesearch.tamu.edu/
https://agriliferesearch.tamu.edu/
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/
https://ccag.tamu.edu/
https://ccag.tamu.edu/
https://texasagriculture.gov/
https://texasagriculture.gov/


 

slaughtered for human consumption within 30 
days of treatment, and milk from treated animals 
must not be used for human consumption during 
treatment and for 10 days afterward. No 
prescription is needed by Veterinarian   
 
 
For Latest Info 
please visit the 
Link below. 
New World 
Screwworm - Texas 
A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service 
 
Pasture 
Mealy Bugs 
  
A new invasive pest, the pasture mealy bug 
(Heliococcus summervillei) has been confirmed in 
Goliad County and is raising concern for South 
Texas forage and hay producers. The pasture 
mealybug recently recorded in the United States 
and has been linked to widespread pasture decline 
across Texas.  
 
Producers first 
noticed 
irregular 
patches of 
grass turning 
yellow, 
reddish, or 
brown, often 
progressing to 
complete 
plant death. In 
severe cases, entire fields have shown symptoms 
of pasture dieback. While these symptoms were 
initially thought to be caused by the Rhodes grass 
mealybug, further investigation identified as this 
different species.  
 
The most damaging stage of this pest is the 
nymph, which feeds by sucking sap from grasses 
and injecting  
toxic saliva into the plant. This feeding weakens 
plants, reduces root development, and makes grass 

more susceptible to secondary infections. A 
sugary residue excreted by the insects promotes 
sooty mold growth, further limiting 
photosynthesis. Even low populations can cause 
significant damage when weather and pasture 
conditions are favorable.  
 
Pasture mealybug primarily affects tropical and 
subtropical grasses and has been confirmed 
damaging Bermudagrass, Bahia grass, bluestems, 
Johnsongrass, sorghum-sudangrass, and St. 
Augustine grass in Texas. Broadleaf plants are not 
affected.  
 
Currently, no effective insecticide control options 
are available. Management focuses on early 
detection, maintaining healthy pastures, avoiding 
excessive nitrogen fertilization, reducing thick 
thatch through grazing or cutting, and preventing 
spread by cleaning equipment before moving 
between fields. Stay update with of this pest and 
current research of this pest at the link below.  
  
The Pasture Mealybug: A New Invasive Pest of Pastures and 
Hayfields in Texas   - Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service 
 
Bee County Livestock Committee is 
hosting an AI and Palpation Clinic in 
September.   

Mark your calendars for an Artificial 
Insemination Clinic scheduled for September 
24–26, 2026, at the Beeville Research Station in 
Beeville, Texas. This hands-on clinic will provide 
participants with practical instruction and 
foundational knowledge related to artificial 
insemination in beef cattle production. 
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The clinic is designed for producers, ranch 
managers, and industry professionals interested 
in improving reproductive efficiency and herd 
genetics through artificial insemination 
techniques. Instructors will combine classroom 
learning with live demonstrations and applied 
practice in a research-based setting. 

Additional details, including agenda, registration 
information, and participation requirements, will 
be released closer to the event date. 

For more information and future updates, contact 
The Bee County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
office. 

ll host the 3rd South Texas Beef and Forage Field 
Day on April 29 in Beeville. The event will 
feature various field demonstrations, including 
aerial applications for brush control, new 
technologies and more.  Registration is $40 with 
RSVP requested by calling 361-621-1552. 
Registration on site begins at 7:30 a.m. at Twisted 
Ranch Events and Design, 3360 U.S. Highway 59, 

Beeville. Demonstrations begin next door at 8:30 
a.m. at the Texas A&M AgriLife Research 
Beeville Station, 3507 U.S. Highway 59.  

Call Bobby McCool, AgriLife Extension agent for 
San Patricio County, at 361-587-3400 for more 
information. 

Huisache 
Management 
and Control 
Field Day 

Join us for an 
educational 
workshop focused 
on effective 
huisache 
management and 
control strategies 
for South Texas 
rangelands. This 
event will bring 
together AgriLife 
Extension 
specialists and researchers to share practical, 
research-based information to help roducers 
improve pasture productivity and long-term land 
management. 

Other County Programs  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Agent’s Conor 
 

As we move through the spring and into early 
summer, much of Bee County continues to feel 
the effects of a dry start to 2026. Below-normal 
rainfall and warming temperatures have limited 
soil moisture, placing added stress on crops, 
rangeland, and pasture conditions across the area. 

Rainfall over the next several weeks will be 
critical. April through June is a key window for 
forage growth and crop development, and timely 
moisture could make a substantial difference in 
overall production. Many producers are already 
managing reduced grazing capacity and carefully 
monitoring input costs, while cattle numbers 
remain tight across the region. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While conditions remain challenging, the 
resilience and adaptability of our agricultural 
community continue to stand out. With a few 
well-timed rains, there is still opportunity to 
improve pasture conditions and support summer 
production. 

Best wishes to our farmers, ranchers, and 
landowners for a safe and productive season. May 
the months ahead bring much-needed rainfall, 
improved forage growth, healthy livestock, and 
stronger returns across Bee County. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Check out and ‘Like’ the Bee County 
Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Facebook Page: 
www.facebook.com/beecountyag 

 
We’re on the Web!  http://bee.agrilife.org 

 
Landen R. Gulick 
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