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West Side Turn Row Meeting, June 16
The annual West Side Crop update meeting is
scheduled for Tuesday, June 16, near the Windmill
Tower off Farmview Parkway at the Old Spring
Road and Farmview Parkway intersection.
Registration will open at 8 a.m. in the field, and
attendees are encouraged to bring your own lawn
chair. Breakfast will be provided by AgTrust Farm
Credit. Dr. Ronnie Schnell, Extension State
Cropping Systems Specialist, will present a growing
season crop update. Tyler May, Extension Program
Specialist, will provide an update on the current
insect and disease in our crops. Dr. Jason Johnson,
Extension Economist, will give an update on the ag
commodity market. Justin Hale, owner and operator
of Ignition Land Services, will conduct a live
demonstration and discuss how to utilize drones for
agricultural applications. The program will conclude
at noon with lunch from Bub's BBQ and
Burgers. The program offers two TDA CEU credit
hours and 3.5 CCA credit hours. There is no cost to
attend. For additional information or to RSVP,
contact the Extension office at (254) 757-5180.

Central Texas Stocker Cattle

Program, June 24

The 16th annual Central Texas Stocker Cattle
Program will be held Wednesday, June 24, at the
West Auction Barn located at 20645 1-35 N Frontage
Rd. West, TX 76691. The morning will start with
breakfast provided by AgTrust Farm Credit,
followed by Dr. Sonja Swiger, Extension
Entomologist, will provide an update on the New
World Screwworm. Dr. Jared Ranly, Veterinarian
and owner of DVM Consulting, will conduct a live
chute-side cattle working demonstration. Marvin
Wills, TSCRA Special Ranger, will lead a discussion
on how to be aware of online marketing
scams. Representatives from the USDA Farm
Service Agency and NRCS offices in McLennan
County will provide the current agency updates. Dr.
Jason Banta, Extension Beef Cattle Specialist, will
cover the importance of nutrition in stocker cattle
programs. Dusty Lynch of Lynch Ag Services will
discuss the Livestock Risk Protection insurance
program, and Dr. David Anderson, Professor &
Extension Economist, will provide a cattle market
update. The program will conclude with sponsor
presentations and door prizes from our local ag
businesses. The vendors are on hand to answer any
questions. Registration begins at 7:30 a.m. The cost
is $20 per person, which includes breakfast and a
steak tip lunch. One Integrated Pest Management
TDA CEU credit hour will be offered for license
applicators. Individuals interested in attending are
asked to RSVP by calling the Extension office at
(254) 757-5180.

Facebook and E-Mail Information
Keep up to date with program announcements and
follow McLennan County Extension - Agriculture on
Facebook @MclennanAgExtension. If you are not
on our email list to receive information about
upcoming programs, please email Nicole at

nicole.kosier@ag.tamu.edu or call the office at
(254) 757-5180.
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Summer Beef Cattle Program
The annual multi-county Summer Beef Program will
be held Tuesday, July 21, at the Groesbeck Auction
Barn. Program topics will include weed
management, herbicide selection and matching
weeds, New World Screwworm, herd health, and
herd reproduction. Participants will receive two
TDA CEU credit hours. For additional information
or to RSVP to attend, please contact (254) 729-5314.

Hay Samples Accepted for the
MclLennan County Hay Show

McLennan County hay producers will have the
opportunity to submit and test their hay samples for
nutritive value at a reduced cost as part of the
upcoming McLennan Hay Show. Hay samples will
be accepted July 6 - 29 at the McLennan County
Agrilife Extension office or at any of our partnering
feed stores throughout the county. Producers must
complete paperwork for each sample and pay the
required testing fee. The hay sample testing program
also enters you into the McLennan County Hay
Show, scheduled for August 28. One flake of hay is
needed for each sample. Producers are advised not
to collect samples from the outer 4 to 6 inches from
round bales. Samples from square bales should be
taken from the center portion of the bale. Testing
fees are $5 per sample for NIR, warm-season grasses,
like Bermudagrass, and $15 per sample for ryegrass
and hay grazer samples. Checks should be made
payable to the Ag Program Account.

Hay Samples may be dropped off at the

following locations:

e McLennan County Extension Office, Waco
Bar None County Store, Speegleville
Brazos Feed& Supply, Waco
Buzbee Feed & Seed, Waco
China Spring Country Store, China Spring
McGregor General Store, McGregor
Miller Hay & Seed, Elm Mott
Watson Feed Store, Mart
West Feeds, West

Texas A&M Beef Cattle Short Course
The Texas A&M Beef Cattle Short Course,
recognized as the world’s largest beef cattle
educational program, will be held August 3-5, 2026,
on the campus of Texas A&M University in College
Station. The event will feature more than 20
educational courses covering basic practices, new
technologies, and industry-related topics. More than
50 hours of training will be offered. A large trade
show featuring agriculture vendors will be on site for
exhibitors to explore. The annual Aggie Prime Rib
Supper will also be part of the event. For additional
information and to register online, please go to the
website https://beefcattleshortcourse.com

Fire Ant Management

Fire ants love moisture. With the recent rains we
have had, ants are busy building up their existing nest
and building new ones. The "Two-Step Method"
(originally developed by Texas A&M researchers)
is one of the most effective, environmentally friendly
ways to manage fire ant infestations. Step one
involves broadcasting a granular fire ant bait across
your entire yard to kill colonies and queens. Step two
consists of ftreating only the highly visible,
problematic mounds using a faster-acting liquid
drench or contact dust. Fire ant baits consist of
pesticides on processed corn grits coated with
soybean oil. Worker ants take the bait back to the
colony, where it is shared with the queen, which then
either dies or becomes infertile. Baits currently
available include Amdro, Siege, Logic, Award,
Ascend, or Raid Fire Ant Killer. Baits are slow-
acting and require weeks to months to achieve 80%
to 90% control. Bait products can be used to easily
treat large areas effectively. They contain extremely
low amounts of toxins. Wait at least two weeks to
apply the second treatment and use a different
ingredient than you wused for the first
application.  Your options include: granular
products,  liquid, insecticide  dust, and
baits. Typically, you will use the Two Step Method
in the spring and follow up with individual mound
treatments as needed.
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McLennan County Hay Show

The McLennan County Hay Show will be held
August 27 at Timber Crest Baptist Church, 1625
Crow Drive in Waco. Registration and the evening
meal will begin at 5:30 p.m. The program will feature
James Jackson, weed and brush specialist with
Alligare, presenting information on weed and brush
management. Attendees will receive one hour of
General TDA CEU credit. The evening will conclude
with the announcement of hay sample results
collected during July and recognition of award
winners. I am currently seeking sponsors to assist
with the meal and award expenses. Those interested
in attending are asked to register by August 22 by
calling (254) 757-5180.

Central Texas Turf and PCO CEV

Workshop, September 8
A one-day Turf and PCO Seminar will be held
Tuesday, September 8 at the Hewitt VEW, 724 Sun
Valley Blvd. in Hewitt. This workshop will provide
attendees with the opportunity to earn up to 5 hours
of Structural OR Agricultural TDA CEUs.

® Structural license holders: Receive 4 CEU
hours, including one credit each in General
IPM, General L&R, Pest Control and L&O,
plus a choice between one Termite credit OR
one Weed Management credit for a total of 5
CEU hours.

® Agricultural license holders: Receive 5 CEU
hours consisting of one IPM credit, one L&R
credit, and three General credits.
Registration will begin at 7:30 a.m. and the program
will conclude at 3:00 p.m. Lunch will be provided.
Participants are encouraged to pre-register by Friday,
September 4, to receive the early registration rate.
For registration information, contact VirKim at (254)
420-2456.

Harvest Celebration, September 24
The 2026 Harvest Celebration will be held Thursday,
September 24, at the Tonkawa Falls Event Center in
Crawford. This year’s featured speaker will be Dr.
Lance Kieth, Associate Dean of the Paul Engler
College of Agriculture and Natural Sciences,
Professor of Agriculture Education at West Texas
A&M University. The program will recognize
Outstanding Business and Outstanding Ag
Volunteers for their continued support or agriculture.
Dinner will be a famous David Meyers meal and
worth the drive to Crawford. This event is a result of
the McLennan County Extension Ag Program Area
Committees’ members wanting to host a program
that highlights agriculture, with no push to buy, sell
or adopt anything. The event, which has averaged
over 120 attendees in recent years, serves as an
opportunity for the community to gather, relax, enjoy
a great meal and celebrate the local agriculture
industry together. It might be the meal, or the great
door prizes? Either way you will not want to miss
this event! All expenses are covered by our gracious
sponsors. Space is limited, and those interested in
attending are encouraged to RSVP by contacting the
Extension office at (254) 757-5180.

Stock Pond Management Workshop
Join us for a new educational series this fall. We will
go over Pond Management in detail during the 3-part
series. We will cover a variety of topics to help with
management and all things pond related. Join us
Mondays nights 6 — 8 p.m.

e Session 1- August 31: Pond Basics &
Management 101
¢ Session 2- September 14: Pond Weed I.D. &
Management
e Session 3- September 21: New Pond
Construction & Pond Fish Stocking
Participants can attend in-person or online via
Teams. The cost is $49 per person. Please call the
extension office at (254) 757-5180, for additional
program information and instructions on how to
register



From the Top Rail: Cotton Fields Back Home

This time of year, I am always reminded of what my dad is doing and lessons I have learned. About the time school
was to be let out for the summer, cotton planting time was upon us. As soon as school was out, my pickup would
have cotton seed and jugs of Caparol and Dual herbicide in the back and I would be pulling a water trailer. The
tractor had been filled with diesel the day before so all I had to do was load the planter boxes with seed, mix
chemicals into the two saddle tanks and it would be away we would go. I would always start planting by going 20 to
30 feet, then stop and check seed depth. I would watch my spray and the nozzles and pressure gauge. Once I had
everything working correctly, it was time to hustle. Hot and dusty in the open cab 4020 tractor. Seed in the John
Deere 71 fiberglass flex planters. I can remember when we switched from the John Deere steel can planters and
Treflan boxes to the fiberglass planters. That was a huge change! I can still feel the round knob of the throttle in my
hand on that 4020. You would slow down at the end of the row, stop, turn off the spray, lift the main bar, then lift
the wings. Then back up, as you moved forward gently push the brake to lock that one rear hub to pivot

around. You had to really watch that outside swing wing to make sure it was clearing any fence, post, ditch, highline
pole, whatever obstacle that could be around. You were moving an extremely heavy piece of equipment, two 500-
gallon water tanks, boxes full of seed, wings of the tool bar lifted in the air, you were dancing with the beast every
time you turned around. When you are young and stopping and turning it is a lot to deal with, a lot to watch out

for. You turn slow, back up slow, start again slow. As your skill and comfort level increased you could stop and
turn fast. It was an art form. Anyone that has handled heavy equipment knows how to manage the weight to
maximize speed and efficiency. Once you got turned around, you had to line up on the beds then let the wings down
and the bar down as you slowly eased forward, turn the spray back on and then ease the throttle up again. As [ have
mentioned before, this was pre-GPS. When laying beds you used row markers, eyeballing it, and trying to make
straight rows with skill and precision. You didn’t have row markers on the planter rig because they were just too
heavy. The planter set up was heavy as it was. When I first started planting it was hard to eyeball a point row and
not have a skip or over plant. As I got older, I became good at it. It is a skill that takes repeated failures to
overcome. To a West Texas farm kid, there is nothing prettier than straight or symmetrical rows of cotton going
across a field. Every time someone goes down that road, they see your pretty rows. It was and still is, a pride

thing. To be fair, straight rows are efficient, no waste of land, every inch of every acre is being utilized. But the kid
and competitive person in me, still thinks it takes great skill to make pretty straight rows without GPS. If you speak
to me at a program or meeting, and I do not hear you, I am sorry. 4020's have ruined the hearing of many a young
man, but those old tractors taught us life values that are priceless. To my favorite tractor, the John Deere 4020, you
were a tough, old-hard teacher but I never understood the lessons until I went to college, got a job, and had a

family. Thank you old war horse! Dad still has his old original 4020. Ineed to go drive it just to be reminded of
that little kid I was and the many miles I have traveled since then. Be blessed! sMc
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