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IPM AUDIO UPDATES 
To catch my IPM Audio Updates 
recorded weekly, you can sign up at: 
Rolling Plains/West Texas IPM Au-dio 
Updates or click on the QR code below 
and receive notifications by text when 
one has been recorded and then listen to 
it whenever you wish. This is a very 
brief update about what I am finding 
around St. Lawrence both pest and crop 
wise along with what I expect to see in 
the near future. 

 So, things are looking much better than the past several years. 
At this point, despite the heat and our need for another rain, the vast 
majority of our dryland acres are up and holding on. This crop is 
primarily focused on developing that root system and it is going down 
searching for moisture. In many cases, the dryland is looking better 
than the irrigated, due to the salts affecting emergence and slowing 
early growth dramatically. In many instances, planting into marginally 
wet or slightly better dryland ground resulted in a much better stand 
and faster growing plants then nearly perfect moisture with salty 
water and salted out ground. I have been able to notice some varietal 
differences this year. We will have to see if this translates into yield or 
grade differences in the end. 

 Insects are, fortunately, not really an issue at this time and we 
are seeing even fewer pests of any kind this week than last week. The 
two most significant threats we face at this time are wireworms and 
aphids. With wireworms, there is nothing you can do about them at this 
time except get an idea of what kind of pressure you have now, 
allowing you to formulate a plan for your next crop. Not every skip or 
slow growing patch in a field is due to moisture stress. In many cases, 
wireworms have fed on the seeds or young plants damaging and 
reducing stands. I have found wireworms in most fields this year at 
various levels, not just fields following haygrazer. The second most 
common pest are aphids. They are still at extremely low levels and 
acting as more of a beneficial food source than a cotton pest at this 
time. The two easiest ways to manage aphids is to prevent killing off 
beneficials and over fertilizing. Aphids are attracted to extremely lush 
green plants, so over fertilizing can make the problem worse. 
 

 Overall, cotton is anywhere from cotyledon and struggling to 
come up, to around the 2nd week of squaring. On average, we are 
sitting at about 6-7 true leaves. Interestingly, the first fruiting branch 
appears to be coming back down a little lower on the plant.  For 
years, we have begun fruiting at the 8-10th nodes and sometimes as 
high as the 12th. So far, most fields appear to be in the 6-8th node 
range. This should, hopefully, allow us to set those 1st bolls a little 
earlier.
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We will be hosting a Screwworm informational meeting on Tuesday June 30th at 2:30 pm at the Martin 
County Community Complex in Stanton. Speakers from Texas A&M AgriLife Extension, Wildlife Health 
Specialist, Texas Tech University, and Texas Animal Health Commission will provide up to date information 
and answer any questions. We will be offering 2 Ag CEU hours in attendance at this meeting. 
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CORN & SORGHUM
Corn and sorghum are moving along really well at this time. Most corn fields have great kernel set and are 
filling out nearly to the tip. Sorghum has just started heading in about half of the fields. I have yet to see any 
headworms or sorghum aphids at this point, but do continue to keep an eye out. Dryland sorghum is really 
feeling the heat from the past two weeks and you can really see it suffering. 

SCREWWORM MEETING
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