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Welcome to this month's Agriculture and Plant of the Month
Natural Resources Newsletter! This Texas Beef Quality
publication aims to keep you informed Assurance Tip of the

about upcoming programs and provide Month
valuable insights into agriculture and
natural resource topics relevant to our
area.

Please contact me if you have any
questions.

Contact Information:

Leslie Dominguez

County Extension Agent- Agriculture
& Natural Resources

(830) 374-2883
leslie.dominguez@ag.tamu.edu
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race, color, sex, religion, national origin, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity.

The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.
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NEW WORLD

SCREWWORM

HAS BEEN DETECTED
IN TEXAS. :

INSPECT

Texans are the first line of
defense. Monitor livestock
and wildlife closely,
especially wounds and
vulnerable animals. Keep
pens, facilities, chutes and
fences in good repair to
prevent cuts and injuries.

Know what to look for:
wounds with unusual
discharge, foul odor, visible
larvae or restlessness in
your animals.

HERE’S WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW. ——>

REPORT STAY INFORMED

Suspect a case? Report it Education and awareness matter now.

immediately. For livestock or
domestic animals, contact
your local veterinarian or the

Trusted resources for livestock producers, wildlife
managers, veterinarians, companion animal owners
and families are available now, including Spanish

language materials, at the Texas A&M Agrilife New
World screwworm information hub.

Texas Animal Health
Commission. For wildlife,
contact Texas Parks & Wildlife.
Early detection improves the
effectiveness of the response.

Rely on trusted sources.

Texas A&M AgriLife
specialists and county
Extension agents are
available to help.

Inspect. Collect. Protect.
If you suspect screwworm infestation:
Contact Authorities:
-Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC) for livestock and pets: 800-550-8242
-Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) for wildlife: 512-389-4505
-Notify your private veterinarian.
-Do not delay reporting. Early detection limits spread and minimizes long-term
consequences.
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension has resources available to educate the public about
the New World Screwworm. Visit
I1SI

https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/new-world-screwworm
for educational resources
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Texas Agriculture Alerts

System developed by Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Service.

PARKS &

WILDLIFE

View current disease and pest alerts affecting Texas from the Texas Animal Health
Commission, Texas Department of Agriculture, and Texas Parks and Wildlife. Subscribe
to receive email notifications and stay informed.

B4 Subscribe To Alerts

Subscribe to our Texas Agriculture Alerts to recieve
email notfications and stay informed!

agalert.tamu.edu

This tool provides timely updates on current
disease and pest alerts affecting Texas, with
information from the Texas Animal Health
Commission, Texas Department of Agriculture, and
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.


http://agalert.tamu.edu/
http://agalert.tamu.edu/
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Zavala County
Beef Cattle Management
Program Recap

On May 28, 2026, the Zavala County Beef Cattle
Management Program was held in collaboration with
Chaparrosa Ranch. The program featured a presentation
from Holt Helicopters, highlighting their helicopter
herbicide spraying services. Dr. Karl Harborth,
Extension Livestock Specialist, presented on strategies
to increase and sustain herd size, as well as effective
herd management practices for controlling external and
internal parasites. Dr. Megan Clayton, Extension Range
Specialist, addressed methods for assessing and
rebuilding drought-stressed pastures. Chaparrosa Ranch
personnel shared insights on the ranch’s history and the
management strategies they have implemented. Mary
Beth Foerster, TPWD Wildlife Biologist, spoke about
Chaparrosa Ranch being recognized as a 2026 Lone Star
Land Steward Award winner!

We are sincerely grateful to Chaparrosa Ranch for their
partnership and continued support of our agency. We
also extend our appreciation to our outstanding
presenters and to everyone who attended and
contributed to the success of this program.
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Take a critical look at your landscape while at the height of summer
development and at high noon so you can take notes of sun and not
sun. Make notes of how you think it can be better arranged, plants that
need replacement, overgrown plants that need to be removed.

Hand pull or hoe weeds before they mature and produce seed,;
remember if the weeds don’t get the water and nutrients, your garden
plants might.

There is still time to plant some of the heat-tolerant summer annuals.
Check for insects and diseases. Destroy badly infested plants. Spider
mites can be especially troublesome at this time. Select a chemical or
organic control or use insecticidal soap. If the infestation is most
severe, the best bet is to destroy the plants.

Supplemental irrigation is essential for all but the hardiest plants in time
of extended drought. Water lawn and garden thoroughly, but not too
frequently. As a general rule, soak to a depth of 6 inches as opposed to
watering frequently. Finish watering by early afternoon, to lessen the
chance of disease.

Concentrate on conserving the moisture around plants. This is best
done by mulching.

Check watermelons for ripeness regularly. They are usually ready when
the bottom portion is definitely yellow green or even yellow in color.
Many of your vegetable crops will be at peak production this month;
harvest often to prevent from becoming overly large. Crops in their
prime include tomatoes, eggplant, peppers, and squash.
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Pricklypear
Opuntia Mill. spp.
Cactaceae (Cactus family)

Plant Description:
Pricklypear consists of jointed and flattened stems
called pads or cladophylls. The plant's ability to
store water in its flattened, fleshy stems enables it
to withstand long dry or drought periods. Although
these highly modified stems are not leaves, they can
conduct photosynthesis. True Pricklypear leaves are
tiny; they appear only briefly at each cluster of
spines when new pads emerge. It is often difficult to
differentiate among species of Pricklypear, mainly
because of the way the plant reproduces. Each pad,
if broken away, can form a new plant that is
genetically identical to the original plant. Given
enough time, an especially strong, adapted
Pricklypear can spread over a large area as its pads
become scattered. Shredding Pricklypear helps
spread the plant and increase its density in a
pasture. Pricklypear fruits, or tunas, are eaten by
people as well as cattle, sheep, goats, deer,
javelina, turkeys, and a wide assortment of other
animals that process the pulp and pass the seeds
through their digestive systems. Some landowners
may burn Pricklypear to remove the spines, so the
pads can be consumed by livestock when forage is
scarce.

Habitat:

Pricklypear grows throughout the Texas ecoregions
in a variety of habitats, from dry gravel or rocky,
shallow soils to heavy, deep, clay soils. It is a
common invader of grasslands and shrublands.
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Drought Management Strategies to
Protect Forage and Herd Productivity

June 1, 2026
Emily Lochner

Poor drought management strategies can result
Ll in negative impacts on forage production and |
_— cow herd productivity long after the drought is
over. During a drought it is important not to
overgraze. Overgrazing leads to reduced forage
yields both during and after a drought, potential "
stand loss, as well as reduced cow body !}ﬂ
condition. oA

A sacrifice pasture is a pasture where cattle
can be maintained and fed during a drought.
Sacrificing one pasture prevents overgrazing on
the rest of the property.

Underfeeding cows during a drought will result
in lower body conditions scores, lower
pregnancy rates, and most importantly fewer el T

calves to sell. *:~'L
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