Bee County TEXAS A&M

Agriculture GRI LIFE

Newsletter EXTENSION

6/17 Beef Cattle Herd Health and New World Screwworm Update, Alice, TX $20
6/18 Screwworm Update, Karnes City/Panna Maria, Tx Free / $20 CEU Credits
8/3-5 TAMU Beef Cattle Short Course $300
9/11 Huisache Control Management Field Day $50
9/24-26 Bee County Artificial Insemination Clinic $750

Contact the Bee County Extension Office and ask for Landen if you need a
private applicators training at 361-621-1552.

Bee County AgrilLife
Extension Office

210 East Corpus Christi St.
Beeville, Tx, 78102

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, ed tion, and ploy t to all persons regardless of race,
color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity and will strive to achieve full and
equal employment opportunity throughout Texas A&M Agrilife.




Screwworm Qutbreak Expands
Across Texas, Officials Intensify
Response

June 16, 2026 — The New World screwworm
outbreak in Texas continues to spread, with 12
confirmed animal cases now reported across
Texas and New Mexico. While most cases remain
concentrated in South Texas, new infections
confirmed in several additional counties indicate
the parasite is expanding its geographic reach.

State and federal officials report cases involving
cattle, goats, sheep, and dogs, highlighting the
threat to both livestock and other animals.
Quarantine zones and livestock movement
restrictions remain in effect as authorities work to
contain the outbreak.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture has increased
surveillance efforts and is releasing millions of
sterile flies to help stop reproduction of the
destructive parasite. Officials say the outbreak
remains under active control, but preventing the
screwworm from becoming established in Texas
wildlife and livestock populations remains the top
priority.

Human infections remain rare, and no locally
acquired human cases have been reported in the
United States.

Figure 1 Current Infested Zones and
Survellance Zones Map

Infested Zone
san

y Angelo ~ Texas
Adjacent Surveillance Zone i

Edwards
Infested Zone ;

Infested Zone
Infested Zone

Adjacent Surveillance Zone
"\ Ciudad Acufia

Infested Zone
dPiedras Negras

Adjacent Surveillance Zone

Infested Zone

Adjacent Surveillance Zone
;Laredo

1San Antonio

o

Wi

')Corpus

Pasture Mealy Bug Found in Bee
County on 06/04/26

Producers are advised that pasture mealybug was
confirmed in Bee County, Texas on June 4, 2026
by Agent Landen Gulick. This pest can impact
forage production and pasture health if left
unmanaged.

Producers should:

e Scout pastures closely for signs of
infestation (white, cottony clusters on stems
and roots)

e Monitor forage vigor and yield for any
unusual decline

e Report suspected infestations promptly to
local Extension or regulatory officials

e Follow recommended management
practices to limit spread between fields and
operations

Early detection and rapid response will be critical in
protecting pasture productivity and minimizing
economic impact. Call Landen Gulick at 361-621-
1552 for management strategies and insecticide
options. For more info on this pest can be found
here:

The Pasture Mealybug: A New Invasive Pest of Pastures and
Hayfields in Texas - Texas A&M AgriLife Extension

Service
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:BeefCattle
£Short Course

Aug 3-5
The 2026 Texas A&M Beef Cattle Short Course
(BCSC) will be held in College Station offering beef

INDEPENDENT CATTLEMAN'S

producers valuable education, networking, and 50th ANNUAL CONVENTION

industry resources. AND TRADE SHOW

Established in 1942, the BCSC is one of the longest- June 24-26 . — -
running beef cattle educational programs in the Embassy Suites

U.S. Hosted by Texas A&M Agrilife Extension San Marcos E‘f—rEr[;_E DEE“,HE

Service and the Department of Animal Science, the ASSOCIATION
main three-day event takes place in College Station. TEEAS
Registration: In-person is $300 ($340 after July 29,
2026). Virtual attendance is available for $160.
Texas Farm Bureau members receive a $20 discount
on in-person registration.

The program features over 50 hours of training
across 20 courses covering animal health, nutrition,
reproduction, breeding, genetics, cattle handling,
business/marketing, forage and range
management, landowner issues, and fence building.
A youth track for high school students is also
offered. Attendees can choose concurrent sessions
tailored to their needs.

Additional highlights include a large trade show
with over 150 exhibitors, a Prime Rib Dinner,
continuing education credits (CEUs), and excellent Upcoming Screwworm Programs
networking opportunities with fellow producers For Producers

and industry experts. For more information and )

registration, click below.

Join us this June 24-26, 2026 in San Marcos, Texas
for the 52nd Annual Convention & Trade Show! We
look forward to hosting you in San Marcos for
another successful year of social events,
organizational business, continuing education
workshops, and engaging industry speakers. CEU(s)
offered.

Questions? Please call the state office at

(512) 620-0162.

NEW WORLD
SCREWWORM

WEDNESDAY,
JUNE 17, 2026

INSPECT. REPORT. STAY INFORMED.
TEXAS A&GM

PVl A GRILIFE Aet
owrs EXTENSION Avallable
TEXAS ASM % Join us for a New World Screwworm Update.
GRILIFE . g 3 Learn what to expect, how to report, and how to maintain external
EXTENSION parasite control during this spreading infestation

Date: June 18, 2026
Time: 5:30-8PM
Location: Panna Maria Hall
3 13912 FM 81, Panna Maria, TX

R 78118
' 2 CEUs available!
Agenda: $20 per License Holder
5 PM: Doors Open and CEU Registration for Private Applicators
5:30 PM: Welcome: The Honorable Wade Hedtke, Karnes County judge
$20 REGISTRAT o ONLY 6 PM: Dr. Karl Harborth, Texas A&M Agrilife Extension, Livestock Specialist
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO JIM WELLS COUNTY CROPS COMMITTEE ¢ NWS Update
* What to expect if your county is affected
SCHEDULE: « wildlife Update and Expectations
7 PM: Shawn Gilmore, DVM and Teresa Gilmore, DVM
Karnes City Vet Hospital
* Approved Treatment Labels
* Best practices for Livestock and Equine Owners : i) Funy
* Best practices for Pet Owners E mt e
HOP 1S BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE Hosted by Karnes & Wilson County Extension Offices Scan or click the QR
BEND AG EXTENSION AGENTS Karnes: 830-780-3906 Wilson: 830-393-7357 code to RSVP!
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OAK DECLINE
Understanding and Managing Issues with Live Oaks

“Help! My Live Oak is Looking More Like a Dead Oak! It has very few leaves; it has balls and galls. Also the
bark falls off. We just built our house around these trees because they were so beautiful. And now there
are worms eating on the it. Have yall had a lot of rain in town? Can you tell me what is killing my tree?”

What is Oak Decline?

Ordinarily, it is not one thing that kills your tree. When an Extension Agent issues the “death certificate” for
a tree, we often can’t pinpoint the exact cause because it’s usually a combination of issues. More than
likely, it’s environmental stress like drought that’s the last nail in the coffin. This is what arborists describe
as “Oak Decline” this is different than the disease oak wilt.

Common Growths on Oaks

Ball moss, Spanish moss, lichens, and mistletoe are commonly found on shade trees in Texas. Of these,
only mistletoe is a parasitic plant. Lichens, ball moss, and Spanish moss are not feeding on the tree—
they’re just using it for support. Don’t associate fallen leaves with “balls” as bad. These are galls. Spraying
after you see galls won’t make them disappear—they’re part of the leaf. Preventive spraying earlier in the
year could reduce the tiny wasp-like insects that cause them. Despite their appearance, galls don’t kill trees
nor do the other growths.

Forest Tent Caterpillars

Usually every spring we will have an outbreak of “oak worms.” These caterpillars about 1" long can wreak
havoc on a tree’s canopy. Although not deadly to a tree, if is in conjunction with other issues can severely
stress a tree.

Other Issues Stresses from construction are common. Live oaks are fairly tolerant of damage, and time
usually helps them recover by the next spring. However, if already stressed, they may not.

Take out Dead Limbs
Dead limbs can harbor insects and can be a launching pad for other issues including safety concerns.

Hypoxlin Canker
This is one disease that a live oak can develop, and there is no recovery. Hypoxilin is a naturally occurring
fungus that is in the tree, that if stressed can outbreak, over take the trees vascular system and kill it.

Improving Conditions Improvement in environmental conditions, such as rainy years, will help infected
trees, especially those in shallow or sandy soils. This reduces the appearance of declining trees. But
fluctuations between dry periods and wet, or not good either.

There’s not much we can do to assist with stresses. Unless trees are around the house, most treatments
are too costly for landscape and definitely for trees in the pasture.

So it sounds so hopeless. . .but these oaks have been living through most of these problems for hundreds
of years, and they will continue to for hundreds more.
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Bee County Livestock Committee is
hosting an Al clinic in September.

Mark your calendars for an Artificial
Insemination Clinic scheduled for September

24-26, 2026, at the Beeville Research Station in

Beeville,
Texas. This TEXAS ASM TEXAS A&M
hands-on GRILIFE AGRILIFE
lini 1 EXTENSION RESEARCH
clinic wi
b ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION
th BEEF CATTLE TRAINING - SEPTEMBER 24-26, 2026
w1 . ENDS AT NOON ON SEPTEMBER 26
practical LOCATION $750
mstruction BEEVILLE ONLY 10 SPOTS AVAILABLE
and RESEARCH —RSVP REQUIRED
. CENTER i _
foundational 3507 HIGHWAY 59 E 36(1LL§025‘!JR§ 52
BEEVILLE, TX 78102
knowledge #10 YOUR SPOT TODAY!
related to HANDS-ON TRAINING INCLUDES:
artificial « Artificial insemination  « Heat detection &
. . . technique & practice synchronization protocols
mmsemination « Palpation skills « Semen handling &
. « Reproductive anatomy Al equipment use
in beef cattle « Cow-side instruction with
. experienced professionals
production.

The clinic is
designed for

HOSTED BY: TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE
EXTENSION SERVICE

TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE RESEARCH—BEEVILLE 1=

producers, ranch managers, and industry

Huisache Management and Control
Field Day

Join us for an educational workshop focused on
effective huisache management and control
strategies for South Texas rangelands. This event
will bring together AgriLife Extension specialists
and researchers to share practical, research-based
information to help producers improve pasture
productivity and long-term land management.

HUISACHE MANAGEMENT

AND CONTROL FIELD DAY

LEARN PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS FOR MANAGING
HUISACHE ON TEXAS RANGELANDS

Join landowners, ranchers, producers, and natural resource professionals
for a hands-on field day tocused on effective huisache control and
brush management strategies

FEATURED TOPICS

* Huisache Identification and Menagement Strategles ;
* Mechanical Brush Control Methods

* Herbicide Treatment Options

* Drone Spray Trials Demomnstration

* Drone Spraying for Brush Management

* NRCS Conservation Programs and Assstec

* NRCS Conservation Programs and Assistance: A&M Agrilife
* Cost-Share Opportunities for Landowners

FIELD DEMONSTRATIONS EVENT DETAILS
* Live Drone Spraying Demonstration September 11, 2026
* Results from Huisache Drone Spraytrials 8:00 AM -1:00 PM
* Equipment and Application Techniques  Location: Beeville Research
* Questions and Answers with Industry ~ Station
Specialists

professionals interested in improving
reproductive efficiency and herd genetics through
artificial insemination techniques. Instructors will
combine classroom learning with live
demonstrations and applied practice in a research-
based setting.

Additional details, including agenda, registration
information, and participation requirements, will
be released closer to the event date.

For more information and future updates, contact
The Bee County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
office.

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, ed tion, and

CONTACT INFORMATION
Landen Gulick
Phone: (361) 6214552

TEXAS A&M
GRILIFE \OJN
EXTENSION

REGISTER TODAY!

Learn how innovative technologies,
proven management practices,

and conservation incentivie

RCS programs can help improve aeland
LB T productivity, increase huisache

encroachment

Bringing science-based solutions to Texas landowners and producers.

Check out and ‘Like’ the Bee County
Agriculture and Natural Resources
Facebook Page:
www.facebook.com/beecountyag

Phone 361-621-1552
Cell 830-334-1665

We’re on the Web! http://bee.agrilife.org

St K Cutid
Ag & Natural Resource Agent
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