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Current Situation 
 

COTTON   A great majority of our cotton acres went in the last week of May 
through the first 10 days of June. So, no cotton has begun to square that I am 
aware of. I will say that I have used a sweep net on some silverleaf nightshade 
weeds and have not yet detected any cotton fleahoppers or any other plant 
bugs such as Lygus. Be reminded many of our weed species are preferred host 
to many of our cotton pests. So, be vigilant and scout frequently. I have not 
detected any cotton aphids currently either. I have seen very few thrips (1 
thrips on 100 plants). I have seen a few grasshoppers along field margins near 
rangeland. Many folks have noted seeing the Mozena plant bug in cotton near 
mesquite trees. Be reminded that these plant bugs prefer mesquite but can 
attempt to feed on other fruiting bodies like cotton, fruit trees, vegetables, and 
legumes. 

 

Weeds have been more common with the rains. Fortunately, we have humidity 
to allow effective use of glufosinate (Liberty) herbicide as a burndown for 
postemerge weed control. Be sure to include a good residual. 

CORN On Wednesday, June 10 I ran a line along the east side of both Hockley 
and Lamb Counties (FM 168 and FM 2130) using vacuum sampling of 20 corn 
plants at several locations. I identified corn leafhoppers from two locations in 
Hockley County. These locations were near FM 2130 near FM 1294. These CLH 
specimens were confirmed by Drs. Tyler Gilreath and Pat Porter. I will continue 
to sample on a weekly basis. For more information on the corn leafhopper and 
the subsequent red stunt disease it causes go to one of these links: 

https://cdn-de.agrilife.org/extension/departments/ento/ento-pu-
229/publications/files/corn-leafhopper-and-the-red-stunt-disease-
complex.pdf  

https://agrilifelearn.tamu.edu/s/product/corn-leafhopper-and-the-red-
stunt-disease-complex/01t4x000008VcS6AAK 
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Early Season Cotton Scout School 
with Kerry Siders 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 
 

Option #2: Friday, June 12, 2026, at the Extension Office in Levelland 
https://maps.app.goo.gl/RdUCCQTcSxfwoC8z8  

 
OR 

 
Option #3: Thursday, June 18, 2026, at the Ag Center in Littlefield 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/cGeEPRUnc9E1dWVBA  
 
 

2 Hours of IPM TDA CEU’s 
 

For crop consultant workers, farmers and their workers, County Extension agents and their interns, and any 
agricultural related worker. 

 
9:00 am Start 
 
Weed ID & Herbicide Injury 
 
Cotton Plant Growth and Development 
 
Identifying Cotton Diseases & Nematodes 
 
Cotton Insect Pests & Beneficials 
 
Field Scouting Technique 
 
Update on Corn Leafhopper 
 
Wrap Up with Q&A ~ 11:00 am 
       

 

Educational programs by the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service serve people of all ages regardless of 
socioeconomic level, race, color, religion, sex, disability, or national origin. 
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West Plains IPM Update is a publication of the Texas A&M  
AgriLife Extension Service IPM Program in Hockley, Cochran, and 
Lamb Counties. 
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