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WEST Current Situation

Cotton here on the western South Plains of Texas is all over the board

PL AINS from just planted, just lost to weather, and a small percentage of cotton
acres on the other end of the spectrum which are nearing first square. |

suspect many acres just recently lost will go to grain sorghum.

I P M Understand that corn takes much more water. I am always positive about

the ability of cotton to recover and compensate in many ways, but when

stands are inconsistent, skippy, and sub desirable populations then I

U P DA TE must draw a line and go to the next option. After Juneteenth [ have a hard

time recommending going back to cotton.

News about Here are my priorities from Juneteenth through mid-July:

Integrated Pest v Fertility -where are you at in reaching your realistic yield goal?

Management in Adjust accordingly, get it implemented soon, and be done before
mid-bloom.

Hockley, v Irrigation - allow plants to root down with any current moisture

from rain. As we begin to square up and move into flowering is
when irrigation will become critical.

Cochran, and

Lamb Counties v Weed control - [ would encourage producers to utilize
from glufosinate (Liberty) while we have moisture and some humidity
. to take some selection pressure off the Xtend and Enlist
Kerry Siders technology herbicides. I would encourage residual herbicide as
well.

v' Plant map - what is the plant telling you: Will it need a plant
growth regulator with good moisture, heat, and fertility?

v Insect scouting - never let your guard down; watch for thrips on
late planted acres; and fleahoppers and possibly Lygus as we move
to squaring cotton.

v Foliar Nematicide applications - if you have a history of cotton
root-knot nematodes and possibly failed to get the variety of your

June 18. 2026 choice to best deal with the nematodes or you did not get an at-
‘ plant protection out, then your last resort would be an application
Vol. 31 = No. 4 of Vydate or Return. I like a split application of 8.5 o0z 7-10 days

apart.




CORN Last week (6/10) I ran a line along the east side of both Hockley and Lamb Counties (FM
168 and FM 2130) using vacuum sampling of 20 corn plants at several locations. I identified corn
leafthoppers (CLH) from two locations in Hockley County. These locations were near FM 2130
near FM 1294. These CLH specimens were confirmed by Drs. Tyler Gilreath and Pat Porter. I ran
that same line yesterday on Wednesday. June 17 and did not detect any CLH. This just speaks to
the relatively low numbers in the area currently. It also explains why we are not seeing any
symptoms of the red stunt disease yet. [ will continue to sample on a weekly basis for at least a
few more weeks. For more information on the corn leafthopper and the subsequent red stunt
disease it causes go to one of these links:

https://cdn-de.agrilife.org/extension/departments/ento/ento-pu-229/publications/files /corn-
leathopper-and-the-red-stunt-disease-complex.pdf

https://agrilifelearn.tamu.edu/s/product/corn-leafthopper-and-the-red-stunt-disease-
complex/01t4x000008VcS6AAK

BARKER RESEARCH FARM Report — Morton

e The Barker Research Farm has all cotton
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e Our wheat plot in the east northeast, which

was planted in the fall, has been harvested and
will be summer fallowed. This will provide residue for next year’s cotton rotation in that block.

e Cotton stands in both the systems plots, and research plots are looking better every day since
we have had some warm days and good rains.

e WEEDS! Our priority this week has been taking
care of weeds coming at us since rains and at-
plant herbicide have played out. We started by
using glufosinate (Liberty) while we have
moisture and to take some selection pressure
off using dicamba too frequently. We'll save the
dicamba for the next go around. Along with the
Liberty we will use either Dual Magnum or
Warrant.

e If you have any questions about what is going

on out there, give me a call. Kerry
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IPM Audio Report from Kerry Siders, Blayne Reed, John Thobe,
Keegan McCollum, and Dr. Tyler Gilreath here on the Texas Southern

High Plains. Other areas of the state are available as well.

Click on the following link to sign-up for weekly reports:
https://www.texasinsects.org/agriculture-audio-updates-home.html

West Plains IPM Update is a publication of the Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension Service IPM Program in Hockley, Cochran, and

Lamb Counties.
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