
NEW WORLD SCREWWORM (NWS) 
Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC) – Lead Response Agency 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service – Education, Outreach & Producer Support 

CONFIRMED IN TEXAS: New World Screwworm (NWS) was confirmed in Zavala County, Texas on June 3, 2026.  
Rapid detection and reporting are critical to protecting Texas agriculture. 

WHAT IS NEW WORLD SCREWWORM? 
New World Screwworm (NWS) is the larval (maggot) stage of a parasitic fly. Female flies lay eggs in open 
wounds. Unlike other maggots that feed on dead tissue, NWS larvae feed on the living tissue of warm-
blooded animals.       Infestations can cause severe wounds, infections, loss of production, and even death. 

 

How Eradication Works  

The Sterile Insect Technique (SIT) involves releasing sterile male flies that mate with wild females. Because 
females mate only once, eggs are nonviable and the population declines until eradicated. 

Report Suspicious Cases Immediately 

Contact your veterinarian, the Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC), or your local Texas A&M AgriLife  
Extension office immediately if you suspect a screwworm infestation. 

Cooperating Agencies: 

Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC) | Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 

USDA APHIS | Texas Veterinary Community 

Additional Resource Links :  
 Texas A&M AgriLife Extension New World Screwworm  

Texas Animal Health Commission New World Screwworm  

USDA-APHIS site Screwworm.gov  

“Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service is an equal opportunity employer and program provider. Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service provides equal opportunities in 
its programs and employment to all persons, regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orienta-
tion, or gender identity. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.”  

ANIMALS AT RISK 

• Cattle 

• Horses 

• Sheep & Goats 

• Swine 

• Deer & Wildlife 

• Pets 

• Humans (rare cases) 

WHAT TO LOOK FOR 

• Unusual wounds that do not heal 

• Foul smelling discharge 

• Visible maggots in wounds 

• Irritated or restless animals 

• Head Shaking or excessive licking 
wounds 

• Secondary infections 

PROTECT YOUR HERD 

• Inspect animals regularly 

• Treat all wounds promptly 

• Monitor newborn animals closely 

• Follow biosecurity practices 

• Report suspicious cases immediately 

https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/new-world-screwworm
https://www.tahc.texas.gov/emergency/nws.html
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animals/animal-health/livestock-and-poultry-disease/stop-screwworm

