
COTTON St. Lawrence Pest Management 
Brad Easterling 

EA-IPM Glasscock, 
Reagan, Upton Counties 

PO Box 299 

Garden City, TX 79739 

CROP MANAGEMENT 
REPORT 

July 10, 2026 Volume 13, Issue 4

IPM AUDIO UPDATES 
To catch my IPM Audio Updates 
recorded weekly, you can sign up at: 
Rolling Plains/West Texas IPM Au-dio 
Updates or click on the QR code below 
and receive notifications by text when 
one has been recorded and then listen to 
it whenever you wish. This is a very 
brief update about what I am finding 
around St. Lawrence both pest and crop 
wise along with what I expect to see in 
the near future. 

 This crop is finally starting to get its legs under it and take off 
for the most part. Fields range anywhere from the struggling dryland 
that is sitting at 2 true leaves to the early irrigated that is blooming. 
On average, we are around 9-10 true leaves and the 3rd week of 
squaring. We should start seeing a lot of blooms this coming week. 
 Insect wise things are still very slow. Fleahoppers are almost 
non-existant. Aphids are getting harder to find as beneficials have 
cleaned up most fields. I have found a few darkling beetles this past 
week. These beetles are the adults of wireworms. They have been 
known to feed on cotton and clip seedling plants off close to the 
surface. It is generally not economical to treat for adults, but their 
presence can be an indicator of possible wireworm pressure next 
season. 

 Blister beetles are also present in very high numbers in some 
fields, however, as we have seen in the past. They almost never feed 
on cotton, but they do seem to love careless weeds. They have been 
known to strip a plant leaving only the veins of the leaves and never 
touch a cotton plant. They also feed on sunflowers and I have also 
received a report of high levels in hemp. 
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CORN & SORGHUM

 The corn crop is basically done and looking pretty good this year, a little more water to finish it out 
and it will be over. Sorghum, on the other hand, is all over the place. Some irrigated fields look pretty 
decent, although not great. Dryland is anywhere from burnt up to heads that look like cattails. Fortunately, 
insects have not been an issue to this point. 

 It is amazing that, despite how dry it has been, weeds are still an issue. Stay vigilent, if we get some of 
this rain they are calling for next week, we will have another flush, especially haygrazer. Also, make sure 
your sprayers are properly cleaned out. I have noticed varying amounts of both 2, 4-D and Dicamba 
damage that looks like sprayer issues. Not only use your tank cleaner, but make sure you pull filters, 
screens, nozzles, end caps, etc. An excessive dose of 2, 4-D on Dicamba cotton or vice versa can cause 
squares to shed or at the very least, set the crop back.  

COTTON CONT'D 
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