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IPM AUDIO UPDATES 
To catch my IPM Audio Updates 
recorded weekly, you can sign up at: 
Rolling Plains/West Texas IPM Audio 
Updates or click on the QR code below 
and receive notifications by text when 
one has been recorded and then listen to 
it whenever you wish. This is a very 
brief update about what I am finding 
around St. Lawrence both pest and crop 
wise along with what I expect to see in 
the near future. 

 Last week's showers were most definitely welcoming 
across the area as most acres were starting to show a 
considerable amount of stress. There are many different 
stages of cotton out there right now, but the fields that are 
just starting to bloom, really needed the rain. In general, 
most everyone received something last week. I have heard 
totals of as little as 0.4" to a little of over 3.0". With these 
spotty scattered showers, there is an area close to Stiles that 
did not receive anything and really needs that rain right now. 
Temperatures this week and next week are not going to 
make things any easier. 
 As mentioned earlier, maturity of this crop is spread 
out this year, part of it has been blooming and winding 
down. Some of the dryland just started blooming and is 
already finished. There are a lot of fields that will not put a 
bloom on for at least two more weeks. I am most concerned 
about these fields, as their window for setting bolls will be 
very small this year. Fortunately, a very large portion of this 
crop has started to bloom this week. On average, most fields 
are 6-7 NAWF, which will give them plenty of time to set 
bolls, as our final bloom date of Aug. 28th draws near. 
Another good rain and a break from this heat and these fields 
could make some good cotton. 
 Insect activity has increased, yet,  it is still not to the 
point of being economical in any fields that I have looked at. 
Cotton fleahopper (CFH) numbers continue to rise, however, 
numbers are still low. Square sets are extremely high, over 
90% in most cases, and the majority of fields are starting to 
bloom. Treatment usually isn't needed after cotton starts 
blooming, however, make sure the insects you are seeing are 
CFH and not leafhoppers. They are both small and move 
quickly. Also be on the lookout for nymphs in the terminals. 
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      Aphid numbers are again increasing throughout the area. Care should be taken if an 
application is needed for CFH. Products that will control aphids, as well and have the least 
impact on beneficials, should be chosen.   
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