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2025-2026 McLennan County Validation Dates & Tag Orders

Steers 
              Validation June- 23rd in Riesel at Groschkes 4:30-6:30pm & 29th at West Auction Barn 7:30-9:30am 
Heifers 
 Validation- June 17th at Extension office 4:30-6:30pm, June 23rd in Riesel at Groschkes 4:30-6:30pm & 29th at West Auction 

  Barn 7:30-9:30am 
 Fall Validation Tag Orders Due August 14th 
 Fall Validation- October 
Sheep & Goat 
 Validation – June 17th Extension office 4:30-6:30pm & June 29th at West Auction Barn from 10-11am 
 Major Tag Orders Due- August 14th 
 Major Validation- October 
Swine 
  Validation – June 17th Extension office 4:30-6:30pm & June 29th at West Auction Barn from 10-11am 
 Major Tag Orders Due September 18th  
 Major Validation- November 

Broilers
  Major Broiler Orders due- August 28th 
  MCJLS Broiler Orders Due- 
Turkeys 
 Pickup 
Rabbits 
 Validation January 
Show Entry Information
 Fall Major Show Entry -  West Texas Fair- July 15th    HOTFR/State Fair- August 5th 
 Spring Major Show Entry – November 4th 
 MCJLS Entry- December 4th 
  

All tag order forms can be found at the following link: 
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/counties/mclennan-county/ 

Poultry Order Information 
Here are order deadlines coming up for different shows Poultry Projects: 
• Major Show Broiler- August 28th 
• MCJLS Broiler- October 1st 

Order forms can be found at the following link: 
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/counties/mclennan-county/ 

MCJLS Changes for 2027
* ALL LIVESTOCK WILL BE MAJOR SHOW VALIDATED STARTING IN JUNE 2026.
No longer will there be a county only option for validation on steers, sheep, 

goats, or swine.   
* Mkt Swine show weight minimum lowered to 215lb 

https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/counties/mclennan-county/
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/counties/mclennan-county/
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/counties/mclennan-county/
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/counties/mclennan-county/
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/counties/mclennan-county/
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/counties/mclennan-county/


McLennan County Livestock 

Newsletter

Page 3



McLennan County Livestock 

Newsletter

Page 4



McLennan County Livestock NewsletterPage 5



McLennan County Livestock 

Newsletter

Page 6

Livestock barns vary in shapes, sizes and material, but it is always important to take airflow and circulation into 
consideration when creating an environment for your animals to thrive.
During hot weather, getting the air moving is one of the simplest and most effective ways to keep livestock and 
exhibitors cool. Livestock facilities require both ventilation and circulation of air year-round. Ventilation is the 
exchange of interior and exterior air, whereas circulation is the mixing of air within a space to prevent stagnant 
conditions.

Why is Air Circulation Important?
•  Consistent circulation helps reduce temperatures, causes less stress on animals and keeps their performance     
levels steady
• Dry, cool environments are less likely to attract pests and will reduce the risk or spread of fungus
• Control heat & humidity and reduce odor

Ways to achieve optimal airflow:
1.Ventilation: A ventilation system ensures that the warm, dusty, humid and odiferous barn air is continually 
replaced by fresh outside air. A well-ventilated barn should not have issues with humidity or odors. Ventilation 
systems can include natural elements, such as operable windows and ridge vents, along with mechanized 
elements, such as exhaust fans.

2.Circulation: Within the barn, air circulation is equally important. Allowing air to become stagnant can lead to 
issues with ammonia and condensation, as well as it feeling stuffy, making it more difficult to breathe. Large-
diameter, low-speed overhead fans slowly and gently mix the air throughout a space, creating consistent 
temperatures from ceiling to floor. Because these fans use their large size–up to 24 feet in diameter–rather than 
speed to move massive amounts of air, they are an energy-efficient approach to comprehensive air movement. 
For smaller barns needing more budget friendly solutions, small box fans or oscillating fans placed slightly above 
each pen or animal is also a great way to ensure good circulation.

3.Insulation. While this is not a way to create airflow, it is certainly a way to make the most of your efforts in 
creating the perfect environment for your livestock. Insulating both the ceiling and walls will keep your barn 
warmer in the winter months and cooler in the summer heat. Depending on your barn and materials, there are 
multitudes of ways to achieve insulating your facilities.
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Summer is right around the corner, and with summer comes heat and humidity. No matter the hours of work and preparation 

you’ve put into your livestock projects, heat stress is a challenge to plan for and manage.

While we typically think about heat stress in extreme temperatures, the reality is that anytime the temperature exceeds 70 degrees 

livestock are adversely affected. Heat stress causes increased respiration rate, suppressed appetite, fatigue and dehydration, all 

signs of a lowered immune response. When we think about these traits and the way they impact production, it becomes very 

evident that the strenuous expectations we put on our show livestock to perform at the highest level and look exceptional while 

doing so clearly becomes a challenge.

As managers, it is imperative that we follow best practices and implement some simple, but important steps to ensure fewer 

setbacks due to heat stress and in turn, experience greater success with our show livestock projects.

First, take a proactive approach, and don’t just react to the temperature changes. Watch the weather, and make wise decisions. It 

is a lot harder to bring down livestock’s body temperature once they are hot than it is to manage it before it rises.

Next, manage your facility, and make sure it is comfortable for your animals. Be sure your animals can get out of direct sunlight 

into a shaded setting. Managing air flow and temperature is very important. Whether your facility at home has fans, misters, or 

even an elaborate cooler, controlling airflow is crucial. If you can provide an environment that minimizes exposure to the direct 

sunlight and allows for air to move through, even in the most extreme heat, you can drastically reduce the outside temperature. 

Keeping bedding down and misting water in the air will also help cool the air that fans push through your facility.

As the temperature rises, consider modifying your feeding program to accommodate cooler periods. Just like humans, 

livestock don’t want to eat when it is extremely hot. Feed earlier in the mornings so they have a chance to eat and be moved into 

the barn before it gets hot. Also pay attention to the location of their water supply. Smaller troughs provide more water flow and 

result in cooler water. Make sure lines that serve as water sources are not exposed to heat resulting in the water in the lines to get 

extremely hot.

Rinsing animals with cool water multiple times a day will help drop their core temperature better than anything else you do. 

When rinsing, focus on cooling their underline and head as it will help cool them faster. Don’t just get them wet but allow cool 

water to run over them a while to help drop their body temperature.

It doesn’t take long for livestock to feel the impact of heat stress when they are removed from the comforts of a temperature-

controlled environment. It is essential to think about this prior to leaving for a show. For cattle that have been kept in a cooler it is 

very important to raise the temperature of the cooler a week to 10 days ahead, every day slowly increasing the thermostat to help 

them acclimate. Taking them straight from a cooler to a hot show will cause extreme stress which will ruin your opportunity for 

success.

Strategically plan when you haul to shows. During hot periods of the year hauling at night is the most ideal to help reduce 

the time they will be exposed to the heat of a trailer. Make sure you have adjusted ventilation on trailer to allow for adequate air 

flow while traveling.

Most importantly once you arrive to the show it’s critical to maintain the same schedule of caring for your stock. Continue to 

feed early and maintain body temperature by keeping animals rinsed regularly and under fans. It’s easy to get excited to see your 

friends and lose focus on your projects, but lots of preparation and time have been put into your animals so it’s critical to 

continue your same routine at the show that you have done at home. Heat stress can be a challenge at shows but can also be 

turned into an advantage for those who prepare properly. Stay positive, stay cool and prep to win!
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Major Show Judges 

West Texas Fair & Rodeo 
• Steers- Tyler Stutsman
• Youth Swine- Mike Fischer 
• Mkt Goat- Mike Gann 
• Mkt Lamb- Kase LeRow & Clay Burson 
• Wkend 1 Cattle- Amber Jennings & Emily Lochner
• Wkend 2 Cattle- Carter McClendon  Chad Oates 

State Fair of Texas
• Steers- Shane Bedwell 
• Mkt Barrow- Blake Danner 
• Mkt Lamb- Barrett Carlisle 
• Mkt Goat- Payton Dahmer 
• Mkt Broiler- Jason Lee 
• Wave 1 Heifer (Brahma/Brangus)- Kody Lucherk
• Prospect Steer- Tyler Winegardner 
• Jr Gilt- Will Taylor 
• PanAM Gilt- Clayton Schram 
• Breeding Sheep- Todd Swift 
• Wether Dams & Does- Lea Amstutz 

Brazos Valley Fair & Rodeo 
• Steers- Grace Angotti (A) & Taylor Osbourn (B)
• Swine- A-  B- Barter Burgin 
• Mkt Lamb- Kyle Wood (A) Eric Zimmerman (B)
• Mkt Goat- A-  B-

• Breeding Heifer- Taylor Osbourn (A) & Grace Angotti (B) 

Heart O’ Texas Fair 
• Scholarship Steer – Scott Werning 
• Premium Steer – Brady Ragland 
• Scholarship American Heifer- Kolten Thigpen  
• Premium American Heifer – Glenn Martin
• Scholarship Brith/Exotic Heifer- Krish Geffert 
• Premium Brit/Exotic Heifer- Chad Breeding  
• Scholarship Goat- Caleb Boden 
• Premium Goat- Kase Lerow
• Wether Doe Show- Wade Franklin  
•  Scholarship Lamb- Craig Beckmie
• Premium Lamb – Dr. Shawn Ramsey 
• Wetehr Dam Show- Mark Hassebroook 
• Scholarship Swine – Garrit Sproull 
• Scholarship Gilts- Zachary Schwecke 
• Premium Swine – Todd Beyers 

 Sandhills Livestock Show 
• Cattle - Dr. Mark Hoge 
• Mkt Lamb-
• Mkt Goat- 

MCJLS
• Sheep- Wayne Morris 
• Goat – Cam Anderson 
• Steers – Michel Schertz 
• Heifers – Chad Oates
• Poultry - Kyle Morganroth
• Swine – Eli Elliott 
• Mkt Rabbit- Mary Jo Terry 
• Breeder Rabbit- John Terry 

San Angleo Livestock Show 
• Mkt Steer- Jack Ward 
• Mkt Lamb- Wade Franklin 
• Mkt Goat- Brent Jennings 
• Mkt Barrow- Brett Beyers 
• Heifers- Jenna Craft & Krisha Geffert

San Antonio Livestock Show 
• Mkt Steer- Brandon Callis  Ast- Ty Drach
• Mkt Broiler- Jacob Leopold 
• Turkey Toms- Bryce Leopold 
• Turkey Hens- Micah Osburn 
• Mkt Goats- Skyler Scotten  Ast- Owen Brinker 
• Mkt Lamb- Jacob Simpson Ast- Jake Warntjes
• Mkt Barrow- Willie Kirkpatrick & Blake Goss  

Houston Livestock Show 
• Mkt Steers- Kevin Jensen 
• Mkt Lamb- Dan Willoughby 
• Mkt Swine- Cody Hayes & Ben Bobell 
• Mkt Goat- Barrtt Carlisle 

Rodeo Austin 
• Mkt Steers- Blake Nelson 
• Mkt Lamb- Payton Dahmer
• Mkt Swine- Will Taylor 
• Mkt Goat- Dr. Scott Greiner 
• Hfr- Kase Lerow  & Willie Weis 
• Wether Dams- Ryan Mortvedt 
• Wether Doe- Dr. Shawn Ramsey 
• Mkt Broiler- Jason Lee 
• Mkt Turkey- Jacob Leopold 



McLennan County Livestock 

Newsletter

Page 9

Major Show Updates

West Texas Fair 
• Doper Breed added to Market Show
• New Entry System 
• Upload health papers prior to arrival  

State Fair of Texas
• No Speakers allowed in the barn 
• Updated Schedule for Market Steer Show 
• Updated breeds for Market Swine Show Waves 
• Updated arrival and release dates for Market Sheep, Market Goats, & Breeding Gilts 
• Updated arrival and release dates for Mar

Heart O’ Texas Fair 
• Wether Dam show added 
• Light Cross Breed added to the Swine show 
• Updated Breed # minimum for steer show 
• Updated Heifer show class breaks 
• Added new sheep breed to sheep show, Natural Fiber 
• New Calf Scramble Entry fee & Process 
• Updated Arrival & Check In Times 
San Antonio 
• Updated Commercial Steer Show Schedule 

San Angelo 

Houston 

Austin 

MCJLS 

Houston 

Austin 

MCJLS
• Major Validation only allowed, no more MCJLS only validations offered 
• Minimum weight lowered to 215lbs on Market Swine 
• Show date changes for Meat & Breeder Rabbits 
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Jackpot Shows 
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4224 Cobbs Drive. 

Waco, Texas 76710

McLennan County 
Extension Office

Phone: 254-757-5180

Fax: 254-757-5097

E-mail:

Mclennan@ag.tamu.edu

We‘re on the Web!
https://mclennan.agrilife.org/

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genet- ic 
information or veteran status.

The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating
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Upcoming Events:

Tag Order Deadlines: 
Fall Heifer Tag Orders- 

August 14th 

Major Sheep & Goats

August 14th 

Major Show Broilers

August 28th 

Major Swine Tag Orders 

September 

Validation Dates: 
State Fair Sheep/Goat/Swine 

June- 17 & 29

Cattle Validation- 

June 23 & 29 

Show Entry Dates 

West Texas Fair- July 15th 

State Fair & HOTFR 

Entries due August 5th 

Madeline Makovy

4-H & Youth Development 

Jerod Meurer

NR Agent 

Rachel Esquivel  

Family & Community  Health Agent

Dr. Shane McLellan 

AG Agent 

2026 West Texas Fair & Rodeo 
September 10-19 

Heifers (Hereford, Angus, R Angus) 9/4-9-5
Goat- 9/4-9-5

Lambs- 9/5-9/6
Heifers (Shorty, Brangus, Beefmaster) 9/11-9-

12
Heifers( Simi, ORB, ARB) 9/12-9/13

Steers- 9/17-9/19
Breeding Sheep- 9/18-9/19

2026 State Fair of Texas 
September 25-October 18

Breeding Gilt- 9/23-9/27
Mkt Lamb- 9/24-9/25
Mkt Goat- 9/26-9/27
Mkt Steer -9/29-10/1
Mkt Swine 1 -9/28-9/29
Mkt Swine 2 9/30-10/1
Poultry -9/28
Prospect Steers- 10/2-10/4
Heifer #1- 10/5-10/7
Heifer #2 -10/8-10/12
Heifer #3-10/14-10/18
Wether Dam/Doe- 10/6-10/8
Breeding Sheep- 10/16-10/18

2026 Heart O’ Texas Fair 
September 25- October 18 

Heifers- 10/1-10/3
Steers- 10/5-10/7

Lambs- 10/9-10/11
Goats- 10/12-10/14
Swine- 10/15-10/18

2026 Brazos Valley Fair 
October 23-25, 2026

Goats- 10/24
Lambs- 10/24
Heifers- 10/24
Steers- 10/25
Swine- 10/25

2027 Sandhills 
January 9th 

2027 Ft. Worth Livestock Show
January 15-February 6

2027 MCJLS 
February 1-5

Mkt Sheep- 2/1-2/2
Mkt Goat- 2/1-2/2
Mkt Steer- 2/2-2/3

Heifer- 2/2-2/3
Mkt Swine- 2/3-2/4

Meat Rabbit 2-1
Breeder Rabbit-2/2

Poultry 2/4

2027 San Angelo 
February 3-21 2027

Wave 1 hfr- 2/10-11 (Americans) 
Wave 2 Hfr- 2/13-14

2027 Elite Gilt Showcase 
2027 San Antonio Livestock Show

February 11-28, 2027  

2027 Houston Livestock Show 
March 2-21, 2027

2027 Rodeo Austin 
March 12-27

Mkt Steer- 3/10-3/12 
Mkt Poultry- 3/15

Wether Doe 3/16-3/17
Wether Dam- 3/16-3/17

Mkt Goat- 3/18-3/19
MKt Sheep- 3/18-3/19
Mkt Swine- 3/20-3/22

Wave 1 Hfr – 3/24-3/25 (American) 
Wave 2 Hfr- 3/26-3/27- 

mailto:Brazos@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:Brazos@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:Brazos@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:Brazos@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:Brazos@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:Brazos@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:Brazos@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:Brazos@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:Brazos@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:Brazos@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:Brazos@ag.tamu.edu
https://mclennan.agrilife.org/
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