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MclLennan County Hay Show

The McLennan County Hay Show will be held
August 27 at Timber Crest Baptist Church, 1625
Crow Drive in Waco. Registration and the evening
meal will begin at 5:30 p.m. The program will feature
James Jackson, Weed and Brush Specialist with
Alligare, presenting information on Weed and Brush
Management. Attendees will receive one hour of
General TDA CEU credit. The evening will conclude
with the announcement of hay sample results
collected during July and recognition of award
winners. [ am currently seeking sponsors to assist
with the meal and award expenses. Those interested
in attending are asked to register by August 22 by
calling (254) 757-5180.

Facebook and E-Mail Information
Keep up to date with program announcements and
follow McLennan County Extension - Agriculture on
Facebook @MclennanAgExtension. If you are not
on our email list to receive information about
upcoming programs, please email Nicole at
nicole. kosier@ag.tamu.edu or call the office at
(254) 757-5180.

Stock Pond Management Workshop
Join us for a new educational series this fall. We will
go over Pond Management in detail during the 3-part
series. We will cover a variety of topics to help with
management and all things pond related. Join us
Mondays nights 6 — 8 p.m.

e Session 1- August 31: Pond Basics &
Management 101
e Session 2- September 14: Pond Weed 1.D. &
Management
e Session 3- September 21: New Pond
Construction & Pond Fish Stocking
Participants can attend in-person or online via
Teams. The cost is $49 per person. Please call the
extension office at (254) 757-5180, for additional
program information and instructions on how to
register.

Central Texas Turf and PCO CEV

Workshop, September 8
A one-day Turf and PCO Seminar will be held
Tuesday, September 8 at the Hewitt VFW, 724 Sun
Valley Blvd. in Hewitt. This workshop will provide

attendees with the opportunity to earn up to 5 hours
of Structural OR Agricultural TDA CEUs.

e Structural license holders: Receive 4 CEU
hours, including one credit each in General
IPM, General L&R, Pest Control and L&O,
plus a choice between one Termite credit OR
one Weed Management credit for a total of 5
CEU hours.

® Agricultural license holders: Receive 5 CEU
hours consisting of two IPM credit, one L&R
credit, and two General credits.
Registration will begin at 7:30 a.m. and the program
will conclude at 3:00 p.m. Lunch will be provided.
Participants are encouraged to pre-register by Friday,
September 4, to receive the early registration rate.
For registration information, contact VirKim at (254)
420-2456.
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Cicada Killer....not a murder hornet
Each summer I receive numerous phone calls and
actual insects to identify that are Cicada Killers. In
2020, the Northern giant hornet, referred to as a
murder hornet, was in the news in Washington
state. Since then, local people will see a Cicada
Killer and bring me a sample, thinking they have a
Northern giant hornet. Northern giant hornets are
not in Texas, and Washington state has done a good
job of controlling them there. Cicada Killers, a
common large wasp in Texas, are often seen in June
as their offsprings main food source, the cicada,
starts to emerge. There are two cicada killers,
eastern and western, which both have distinct
markings that separate them from being
misdiagnosed as a Northern giant hornet.

Harvest Celebration, September 24
The 2026 Harvest Celebration will be held Thursday,
September 24, at the Tonkawa Falls Event Center in
Crawford. This year’s featured speaker will be Dr.
Lance Kieth, Associate Dean of the Paul Engler
College of Agriculture and Natural Sciences,
Professor of Agriculture Education at West Texas
A&M University. The program will recognize
Outstanding Business and Outstanding Ag
Volunteers for their continued support or agriculture.
Dinner will be a famous David Meyers meal and
worth the drive to Crawford. This event is a result of
the McLennan County Extension Ag Program Area
Committees’ members wanting to host a program
that highlights agriculture, with no push to buy, sell
or adopt anything. The event, which has averaged
over 120 attendees in recent years, serves as an
opportunity for the community to gather, relax, enjoy
a great meal and celebrate the local agriculture
industry together. It might be the meal, or the great
door prizes? Either way you will not want to miss
this event! All expenses are covered by our gracious
sponsors. Space is limited, and those interested in
attending are encouraged to RSVP by contacting the
Extension office at (254) 757-5180.

Annual 7-Hour CEU Seminar

The annual 7-hour CEU Beef Cattle and Forage
Management Seminar will be held on October 26, at
the Pridgeon Community Center, 351 Cooks Lane,
Franklin. The cost is $60. Event check-in begins at
7:00 am with the program starting at 7:30 am and
concludes at 3:00 pm. 7 hours of TDA CEUs will be
offered with the first five hours covering all
requirements for Commercial license holders.
Participants can stay for the entire seven hours of the
program or fit the hours you need for your specific
license, just let Dana know when you register. This
meeting will be in-person only, with in-person
speakers. Pre-registration and payment are required
to attend this event. To RSVP, call the Robertson
County Extension Office (979)828-4270. Topics
and specific CEU's will be announced closer to the
event.

Crazy Weather Pattern

I looked on my phone at a rain app on 7/15/26 and 1
have 9 rain gauge locations. One is my parents,
another is my house, a couple lease places, result
demonstration sites, etc. The rain gauge amounts
varied from 0" to 2.2". It was very spotty rainfall. I
think rain has been that way across Texas this year,
dry in some areas and very wet in others. At my
house it rained 3.83" Jan-March, then 5.04" in April,
5.37" in May, 7.26" in June, and so far, it has rained
248" in July. That’s 20.15" over the last four
months and 23.98" for the year. The 30-year average
rainfall for my house site is 37.63". For comparison
in 2022 it rained 23" for the entire year. In 2017 it
only rained 24" for the year. But in 2015 it rained
60" over the year. We can only wait and see what
the rest of 2026 does for weather and rainfall. I say
thank you Lord for the moisture but would like to
share it with our neighbors in Texas that are very dry
right now.
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New World Screwworm Update
The New World Screwworm (NWS) is a parasitic fly
native to the Western Hemisphere that poses a
serious threat to livestock, companion animals,
wildlife and other warm-blooded animals. Female
flies lay eggs in open wounds, where the larvae
(maggots) feed on living tissue. If left untreated,
infestations can cause severe injury or even death.
The pest was successfully eradicated in the
1960's. Controlled only by the release of sterile male
flies. Today, maintaining that success depends on
early detection, rapid reporting, and continued
surveillance. The NWS fly closely resembles other
fly species, making wound inspection especially
important. I have heard entomologists say don't
worry about identifying the fly as they are very rare
to see. ldentifying is critical. Pay attention to
livestock, look for wounds, signs of irritated
behavior, head shaking, the smell of decay, evidence
of fly strike, and presence of larvae in wounds of live
animals. Sterile fly releases are focused on areas that
have identified NWS. Reporting suspected cases
promptly helps prevent further spread. Over the past
few years, I have offered seven programs to educate
the public on NWS. There is an online training
available at https:/agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/new-
world-screwworm I encourage you to stay informed
by paying attention to NWS releases from USDA
aphis, Extension, Parks and Wildlife and Texas
Animal Health Commission.

Save the Date: Upcoming Programs

District 8 Farm & Ranch Seminar:
December 10, 2026

Blackland Income Growth Conference:
January 5 & 6, 2027

BIG Recertification Program:

January 6, 2027

Pasture Mealy Bug

In April of 2025 South Texas pasture and hay
producers noticed problems in their fields. Fields
showed brown and necrotic patches that were
completely dead. The pasture mealy bug was finally
identified. Currently this pest has been identified in
70 Texas counties, including McLennan, Falls,
Bosque, Hill and Limestone with Hill and Bosque
being the most Northern counties. Immature mealy
bugs feed by sucking plant sap with piercing/sucking
mouthparts and excrete sugary substances called
honeydew. This substance promotes growth of
sooty-mold fungi, which blocks photosynthesis. All
of this combined can lead to pasture die back. Early
symptoms can appear within a week of
infestation. Early symptoms are yellowing leaves
and discoloration. The pest will feed on all warm
season grasses including native, improved, and turf
grass species. The pest looks like a fluffy white,
waxy or fuzzy insect. The adult can be seen with the
naked eye and can be found on grass leaves, at the
base of the plant, on soil, in leaf litter. Currently
there are no reliable and tested management
strategies for Texas. The majority of labeled
insecticides have proven to be ineffective in
control. I'have sat in on Agril.ife Research trainings
where labeled and non-labeled insecticides have
been tested. There were excellent results from some
non-labeled products. There is an effort to obtain an
emergency label on those non-approved
products. Dr David Kerns and his staff of
entomologists are working hard trying to learn as
much as they can so we can provide factual
management information to our producers. The use
of  broad-spectrum insecticides is  not
recommended. When scouting, I carry a can of
insecticide in my truck to spray my pants and boots
down after I leave a field. If you are in a field that
has pasture mealy bug, and you have them on your
pants, shoes, tires, and equipment, you will carry
them to other locations. It’s recommended to clean
equipment when moving from field to field.
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From the Top Rail: Jack and Pete

My grandpas were both farmers. Poppa Jack Anderson was 110% German. Poppa Jack was born in 1917
at the “Old Anderson” place, not be confused with the Anderson Place where my mom grew up. Poppa
Jack loved to fish, feed out pigs and garden. I remember Poppa Jack working at the Lueders Limestone
Quarry. He had a big infectious laugh; his whole body would shake and roll as he giggled. He was always
smiling. The man had a green thumb. He could grow anything, especially pecan trees and vegetables. He
was just as talented with a fishing pole in his hand. I think that is why I love fishing in a stock tank, just
from going with him when I was a kid. He liked to smoke a pipe. To this day, I can still smell the cherry
blend tobacco he used in that pipe. I can’t help but think of him every time I go into my little garden.
Good luck playing 42 with Jack. I got into playing 42 with my cousins in college. 1 wishI could have
spent more time with Poppa Jack and learned more from him, but he passed when I was in the 4" grade.
My sons middle name is Paul and that comes from Poppa Jacks first name. My son’s first name is Travis,
which was Poppa Pete’s first name. Poppa Pete was born near Spring Creek (Avoca) in 1921 and lived
across the field from me my entire youth. I would see Poppa Pete plowing and I would walk out there and
take him a glass of water. He told me one time “Whew that water is good, T will have to dance a jig at your
wedding.” Poppa Pete liked horses, farming, show pigs and good basketball. Poppa Pete smiled a lot too.
Could have been from me doing some stupid activity and he would just laugh and laugh. Many times, when
I'was little, Poppa and I would go to Abilene to the cattle auction. He would tell me stories about being in
World War II. It was stories he had not told anyone else. Poppa was still actively farming when I was a
kid, and I remember stomping cotton in cotton trailers for Poppa and my dad. It seemed to always be cold,
and I would be bundled up in jackets, long johns, and coveralls. I would sink in the cotton trailers so I
couldn’t wear my gloves because I had to hang on to the expanded metal sides of the cotton trailers. They
would come in to dump a basket of cotton, and I would climb out on the ladder, patiently waiting to pack
another basket of cotton. They would take off to strip, and I would hustle to climb down and stomp or pack
that freshly dumped cotton. By packing the fluffy cotton down, you could then dump more onto the cotton
trailers. It’s amazing how much cleaner cotton has become with the advancement of technology over the
years. There were always half open bolls, sticks, leaves in the cotton back then. Poppa Pete passed in Oct
99. 1did get to spend much more time with him than Poppa Jack. I miss both my grandpas. I thought a lot
of both of them, so much so I named my son after them both. Great men. Both had a huge impact on me
and others. Who are you making an impact on? What is your legacy? What will people remember about
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"Texas AB:M AgriLife Extension Service provides equal opportunities in its programs and employment to all persons, regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, disability, age, genetic information,
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