
Hello Folks,

Well I believe summer is here with the hot temperatures, and boy the humidity has
been a real killer! We sure could use a nice rain and soon. Looking back it has been a
decent spring with timely rains for the most part and good green grass. There was a
lot more hay rolled up last couple of weeks and likely a little more this week.  We
received a little rain a couple weeks back and as for coastal bermudagrass and
Sudan/Hay grazer, Quality was good if it didn’t get rained on, and it didn’t hurt it too
bad if it did get a shower on the burmudagrass. But the Sudan/Hay grazer that got
rained on delayed baling a day or two and lowered the quality some. There were some
that was raked that got rained on and it took another raking and extra day or two to
dry it enough to roll up. Quality on that will suffer considerably. Another rain would
make another cutting in our Sudan patches, but no rain in sight…. Our pastures for
grazing are going south with the high temperatures last week and more of the same
this week. Unless we receive more rain which is not in the forecast, our pastures are
about finished. Cattle are still looking decent as the remaining grass has decent
strength to it that will help put more weight on our calves. Corn in north Texas is
looking pretty dang good and harvest will be right around the corner; test weights
should be good. Harvested corn is looking to make north of 120-130 bushels/acre.
Some ranchers that have corn planted are going to start putting it in silage soon, and
reports are it will make around 12 tons/acre. 
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Our milo is all headed out and coloring with most of it looking decent. There is quite a
bit of feral hog damage in all our crops including hay patches. We have got to find a
way to control the feral hogs as not only do they tear up our crops, but they are getting
brave and tearing up lots of lawns around the homes, even some in the city limits. I
get calls on a weekly basis wanting to know how to keep them out of the yard. I wished
I had a good answer but until they turn us loose with a bait that will do the job and not
cost an arm and a leg, and require special high priced feeders, it’s only going to
continue. We may all have to go to gravel yards, but heck they would likely tear that
up too, destructive as they are. One benefit of dry weather is the soil is so hard they
can’t root it up, well unless you have a sprinkler system and keep your yard over-
saturated, then they sure appreciate you! Ha! 

On the pastures, I’ll take the rain and hog wallows! 
 
Hang in there and holler if you need something.

Marty



3Private Pesticide Applicator Training

Our next Private Pesticide Applicator Training is scheduled for Friday, August 7 .  
Please call the Extension office at (940) 627-3341 to register.  
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4Ag News and Updates

New World Screwworm (NWS) News
 
The New World Screwworm Resources:  I put together a resource package so take a look
at it for all the latest information. It should answer any and all questions you may have on
the subject. If not give me a call and we will try to find an answer for you.   

Go to:
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/New-World-Screwworm-
Resources-by-Marty-Morgan-Wise-County-Ag-Agent.pdf

https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Screwworm-Information.pdf

https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Companion-Animal-Care-in-
the-Face-of-the-NWS-Threat.pdf

Confirmed Detections of New World Screwworm:
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animals/animal-health/livestock-and-poultry-disease/current-
status/us-confirmed-cases-new-world

https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/New-World-screwworm-
confirmation-The-bad-and-the-good-news-Derrell-Peel.pdf

What Products are Available to Prevent and Treat New World Screwworm?
Learn which products are conditionally approved and why a strong veterinarian-client-
patient relationship is the only way to manage this devastating pest.

https://www.drovers.com/news/what-products-are-available-prevent-and-treat-new-world-
screwworm

FFAR Research to Advance More Effective Control of New World Screwworm
Research seeks to suppress the New World screwworm population by testing new
technology that produces sterile, reproductively vigorous male flies.  

https://www.morningagclips.com/ffar-research-to-advance-more-effective-control-of-new-
world-screwworm/
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Asian Longhorned Tick Guide for Cattle Producers

Asian longhorned ticks are a growing concern for cattle producers in more than 25 states.
The invasive species can rapidly multiply and infest cattle, transmitting Theileria orientalis
Ikeda, a blood parasite that causes weight loss, decreased milk production, reduced fertility
and even death. With only one vaccine currently available, cattle producers should work
closely with their veterinarians to implement tick control measures and monitor herd health.
See the Producer Checklist for Managing Asian Longhorned Ticks & Theileria in the article
from Drovers at:  

https://www.drovers.com/topics/asian-longhorned-tick?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-
8J1Cb5S-W-9j2kZJ3XWIg26lNAdpjhuy0EcGWNCA160x7M0CyVWsL5RmmSKq6cG85Gb-
bUk6v3poqN0gYVjydQ99bbag&_hsmi=426712709&utm_content=426712709&utm_source=hs
_email

Another Pest of Pasture and Hayfields?
It’s not here yet but likely will be one day. It’s called the The Pasture Mealybug: A New
Invasive Pest of Pastures and Hayfields in Texas.  It’s down south for now but the question is
will it make it to North Texas and when? Read all about it at:

https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Pasture-Mealybug-ENTO-PU-
248-1.pdf

Other Pest we have now are the Bermudagrass Stem Maggot in the spring- Symptoms are it
looks like a frost bit the top one-third off of the bermudagrass. And of course, we always
have to battle the Fall Army Worm and Grasshoppers in the late summer and Fall, and you
know what they can do! 

2026 Uniform Wheat Variety Trial: HRWW, Muenster (Dryland) 
See the information on our wheat plots we planted up in Lindsey Tx this year on the John
Corcoran Farm. Yields and test weights were real good as you can see. We had 35 wheat
producers attended our Tour and Program there. 

https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Wheat-Variety-Trial-results-
2026.pdf
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Cattle cycle expansions: Lessons from history by Derrel Peel, OSU

https://www.beefmagazine.com/farm-business-management/cattle-cycle-expansions-
lessons-from-history?
utm_rid=CPG02000003519660&utm_campaign=109597&utm_medium=email&elq2=bbd6a
9bf234249dabdb6f95bdb247de8&sp_eh=8308fcaadc83d8c4b5c4bd7affb2d52d78dc47ae8
5f6c2e6a243f1fa2b566135

Texas Supreme Court Opinion Addresses Scope of Easement by Estoppel

https://agrilife.org/texasaglaw/2026/07/06/texas-supreme-court-opinion-addresses-scope-
of-easement-by-estoppel/?utm_source=N&utm_medium=E&utm_campaign=070626

Need to conduct a Controlled Burn in Wise County???
First Check the Burn Ban Status by Calling Wise County Fire Marshal's Office at 940-
627-5870 Option 4 to check burn ban status. To log a controlled burn, click here.
Or visit the links or QR code below 

Ag News and Updates
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Holler if you have any questions.  I am here to help you.
 
If you have a topic that you would like covered in the next Wise County
Ag Newsletter, let me know! 

As always, feel free to call, email or stop by! 

St. Augustinegrass Lawn Management

https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/St.-Augustinegrass-
Lawn-Management.pdf
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