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CROP AND PEST SITUATION 
 
Cotton ranges from 3 to 11 total nodes with square set good at +80%. The most 
first position squares I have counted is 5.  On average the first fruiting position is at 
node 7. Normally cotton will go into bloom on irrigated fields with 8 nodes above 
white flower. Therefore, we will need to develop 9 first position squares to then 
move into first bloom. So, the cotton we have seen which is furthest along with 5 
first position squares needs to develop an additional 4 first position squares. Since 
it requires approximately 3 days for a square to develop (60 heat units) then we 
can estimate that it be 12 days (July 14) till we see first bloom on these advanced 
fields. Much of the cotton acres will not reach first bloom until after July 20-25. 

 
Cotton insect pests remain quiet, except for cotton fleahoppers in some fields. The 
only way to know which of these fields has some fleahopper activity impacting 
squaring is by scouting. I have noted many hooded beetles, which are 
inconsequential, and a few Lygus. The fleahoppers have been typically associated 
with silverleaf nightshade somewhere in the field or in the margins. Weed control 
efforts can even force the fleahoppers to go to cotton. Beneficials numbers are low, 
but there is a good mix of different species. 
Peanuts are blooming with pegging just starting and pod set beginning soon. We 
are about 10 days behind where we would normally be at. Irrigation is critical at this 
point in peanuts. It is critical not only for the plant to grow but also it creates an 
environment which is conducive for peg penetration of soil. If soil surface is too hot 
and dry the pegs will not develop properly, and hence no pod. I have not seen 
much in the way of pathogens.  
Grain sorghum. I have not seen much insect issues in milo, mostly weed issues. I 
am concerned that we are going to have many late planted acres which will have 
potential for midge and grain sorghum aphid problems. 
Corn. I continue to detect low numbers of Corn leafhoppers in eastern Hockley 
County. However, I am not seeing or have I had reported any visual symptoms of 
the CLH transmitted red stunt disease yet.  



Reprinted from FOCUS on Entomology, July 2, 2025 

South Plains Cotton Pest Update: Product Choices for Fleahoppers and Aphids    
Dr. Suhas Vyavhare, Associate Professor and Extension Entomologist 
With some of the early-planted cotton already in the second or 
third week of squaring, we are starting to pick up quite a few 
cotton fleahoppers and isolated colonies of cotton aphids across 
the region. One of the common questions I’ve been getting is 
about product choices for managing these pests. 
For cotton aphids, I would keep a close eye before pulling the 
trigger. With all the rain we've had over the past few days, 
there’s a good chance it may wash off some of the aphids. So, I 
would let the weather and beneficial insects work their magic 
before making a treatment decision. 
Most of the products recommended for cotton fleahopper also 
have some activity against cotton aphids. For instance, 
Transform WG, Centric 40WG, and Carbine 50WG—all commonly used for cotton fleahopper control—also offer 
decent efficacy on aphids. Of these three, Transform has the best activity on cotton aphids and is also very 
effective against fleahoppers. 
Some of the cheaper options include acephate and Bidrin 8. Acephate is the least expensive but also the least 
rainfast, with shorter residual activity. Bidrin offers slightly better rain fastness and longer residual control on 
both cotton fleahoppers and aphids; however, it is much harsher on beneficial insects compared to Transform, 
Centric, or Carbine. 
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IPM Audio Report from Kerry Siders, Blayne Reed, John Thobe, 
Keegan McCollum, and Dr. Tyler Gilreath here on the Texas Southern 

High Plains. Other areas of the state are available as well. 

Click on the following link to sign-up for weekly reports:  

https://www.texasinsects.org/agriculture-audio-updates-home.html 
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