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Crop and Pest Situation 

 

COTTON Based on the scouting fields here is what the average upland 
cotton plant looks like:  
 

Average number of total nodes is 12 (range 6 to 16) 
1st fruiting branch at node 7 (range 5-9) 
Averaging 6 first position squares from nodes 7 through 12 
Square retention of 1st positions is 89% (range 69-100%) 
Node length is 0.85" (range of 0.4"-1.4") 
Plant populations average 34,800/acre (range 18,500 to 44,000) 
Nodes above white flower 8.1 (11% fields with first bloom) 

 
I began finding blooms earlier this week, Monday, July 13. I project we 
should go into bloom with 8.2 nodes above white bloom. We are 
averaging 6 first position squares currently. We will need to form 
another 2-3 squares which will take 6-9 days. So, in general the average 
field this year should see first bloom near July 22-25. This is close to my 
projection a few weeks ago. The sooner the better is an understatement. 
It remains very quiet currently on the cotton insect front. I would really 
watch fleahoppers and Lygus on this late cotton that is squaring up. 
https://extensionentomology.tamu.edu/wp-
content/uploads/2018/03/ENTO075.pdf  
Go to page 10 for fleahopper management, and page 20 for Lygus. 
 
My priority list for this upcoming week: 
1. Keep close watch fleahoppers and Lygus on young squaring cotton. 
2. Stay on top of weed control, cultivate, hoe, whatever it takes to keep 
the pigweed from going to seed. It is a numbers game. 
3. If you still have fertilizer to go out get it in place before the end of this 
month. This applies even to late cotton. Late fertilizer applications will 
only delay maturity and can encourage cotton aphids. 
4. Look at the top 3-4 nodes on your cotton if the internode length is 
longer than 1.5" consider a plant growth regulator. Call and we can visit. 
  
 

https://extensionentomology.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/ENTO075.pdf
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IPM Audio Report from Kerry Siders, Blayne Reed, John Thobe, Keegan McCollum, and Dr. Tyler Gilreath 

here on the Texas Southern High Plains. Other areas of the state are available as well. 

Click on the following link to sign-up for weekly reports: 

https://www.texasinsects.org/agriculture-audio-updates-home.html 
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