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Cotton Crop & Pest Situation 

Cotton here on the West Plains of Texas ranges from pinhead square to nearing peak 
bloom (5 nodes above white flower [NAWF]). Ideally, we would like to be around 6-7 
NAWF at this time. This allows us to take full advantage of an “effective bloom 
period” and have that last bloom set before odds decrease dramatically for full 
maturity. The last effective bloom (high probability that a bloom will result in a 
harvestable boll) date ranges from August 7-20 depending if you are sitting near 
Ropesville versus Griffith out on the state line. As the adage goes – “we make cotton 
in August” will hold true again this year. Also, we are hopeful that more moderate 
temperatures are coming, not the near 100-degree temperatures we are having now. 
This will allow cotton to grow at a more normal pace. This will also allow irrigation 
water to be more efficiently used, and rain if we ever receive any. 

Insect pests remain relatively few. Fleahoppers have had their opportunity the past 
several weeks but will become less important as we move into August. We are keeping 
an eye out for Lygus and other plant bugs as well as cotton aphids. Beneficial insects 
and spiders have been present in most fields to help if needed. 

 

My priorities for the next few weeks are: 

1. Keep up with crop water demands, we are nearing peak use in flowering cotton of 0.30” 
per day. 
2. Wrap-up fertilizer applications by the first of August, or at least before 5 NAWF. Late 
applications only delay maturity and can encourage cotton aphids. 
3. Keep a close watch out for cotton aphids, Lygus, stinkbugs, cotton bollworms, and even 
beet armyworms over the next month. Fortunately, the cotton Jassid has not moved into 
our area. 
4. Maintain our good square set by going into flowering on late cotton and maintain a 
good boll set with limited damage and losses. 
5. Do not let cotton vegetative growth get out of hand. Our target of 5 NAWF should be 
reached around August 5th. This allows us to literally bloom out the top by the last effective 
bloom date of approximately August 20.  

 



 



IPM Audio Report from Kerry Siders, Blayne Reed, John Thobe, Keegan McCollum, and Dr. Tyler Gilreath 
here on the Texas Southern High Plains. Other areas of the state are available as well. 

Click on the following link to sign-up for weekly reports: 
https://www.texasinsects.org/agriculture-audio-updates-home.html 
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