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Current Crop and Pest Situation 
 
Grain Sorghum and Corn I have not confirmed sorghum aphids in grain sorghum 
in Lamb, Hockley, or Cochran Counties yet. I suspect they are here but in very low 
numbers with this current heat. We continue to find grasshoppers along field margins. 
In young whorl stage corn and milo feeding in the whorl is not common. I would 
encourage producers to monitor late planted grain on a regular basis for sorghum 
aphids, midge, worms, spider mites, and corn leafhoppers. Corn leafhoppers are easily 
found in Olton vicinity. 
 
Peanuts are doing well where well-watered to keep the blooming, pegging, and pod 
set processes moving along. So far, a good pod set has been noted. No larvae feeding 
on foliage has been noted. Leaf spot, pepper spot, and limb rot have not been found 
yet, but weather changes may change this fact. With the age of peanuts, weather 
pattern and irrigation frequency, a preventative fungicide will be highly recommended 
in the next few weeks. Weeds continue to be challenging. 2,4D-B with some residual 
like Dual has been common choices. Please call if you have any questions. 
 
Cotton ranges from 1/3 grown square (not yet blooming, very late) to 5 nodes above 
white flower. Ok, so we are behind, in terms of growth and development on most 
cotton acres, and no you never really make up lost time. However, I do think we can 
still have a good cotton crop. Yes, we will need very good heat units to accumulate 
over the next two months, and some other factors to cooperate. I remain optimistic 
though. Ideally, we would have everything blooming now and setting bolls.  
I am not finding fleahoppers in any significant numbers or their damage. I attribute 
much of this to the weather. Cotton aphids were making some progress in their 
numbers two weeks ago but have been very difficult to find this week. However, we 
need to stay vigilant. Also, many of you are just now fertilizing. This is one reason why 
I have been harping on getting fertilizer out before the end of July. Two things happen 
with late fertilizer on cotton – first it can delay cotton maturity, and second aphids 
love this late excessive nitrogen. 

For more information on managing cotton insect in Texas go to: 
https://lubbock.tamu.edu/files/2022/07/managing-cotton-insects-in-texas.pdf  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
AUG. 7  Cotton Update at the Barker Research Farm, Morton 
 
SEPT. 9  Levelland Chamber of Commerce Ag Committee- Ag Appreciation Shrimp Boil    

Event, Mallet EC, Levelland 
 
SEPT. 10 West Texas Ag Chemicals Institute Annual Meeting, Scottish Rite, Lubbock 
 

 

 
  My priority list for August goes like this: 
 

1. SCOUT! SCOUT! SCOUT! Although this heat has suppressed many insects the past several days trust me 
they are lurking waiting for this weather to break. Lygus, stinkbugs, cotton aphids, or bollworms on non-
tech varieties must be scouted, apply threshold, act on good information. 

2. Continue with late season weed control: residual herbicide, cultivate, hoe, whatever it takes to keep 
weeds from going to seed, especially Palmer amaranth. It is a numbers game. 

3. Be careful when irrigating not to cause additional vegetative growth resulting in delay of plant maturity. 
The goal is to finish blooming before the end of August. 

 

 



IPM Audio Report from Kerry Siders, Blayne Reed, John Thobe, Keegan McCollum, and 
Dr. Tyler Gilreath here on the Texas Southern High Plains. Other areas of the state are 
available as well. 

Click on the following link to sign-up for weekly reports: 
https://www.texasinsects.org/agriculture-audio-updates-home.html 
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