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Updated, Amended, & New Rules for 2027 

o Validation: Major livestock show/state validation tags are the only acceptable 
validation tag to be used for animals eligible for the McLennan County Jr. 
Livestock Show.  (page 6)  

o Ownership Update- Steers must be owned and validated by June 30th  (page 7)  
o Swine weight minimum lowered- SHOW WEIGHTS: Exhibitors will turn in the official show 

weight for their barrow at check-in. The minimum show weight is 215 pounds (page 15)  
o Fitting rule updated amended (page 9)  
o Rabbit show  

▪ Updated Breeder Rabbit Chart ( page 33)  
▪ Schedule update- meat pens will show Monday, Breeders & Showmanship 

will be held on Tuesday  
▪ Show sifter added to meat pen show  

o Youth Fair- Schedule 
o Ag Mech 

▪ Arrival deadline  
▪ Market place updates  
▪ Schedule Updates  
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Rules and Regulations 
Show Superintendent – Faith Hammermeister   

 
GENERAL RULES & Information: 

 
1. The McLennan County Junior Livestock Show (MCJLS) is sponsored by the McLennan County 

Youth Activities Association, Inc., hereinafter referred to as “Corporation,” to promote and 
encourage the educational programs of members of McLennan County 4-H Clubs, FCCLA, and 
FFA Chapters. All correspondence concerning the show should be addressed to: 
McLennan County Youth Activities Association, Inc. 
P.O. Box 8990 
Waco, Texas 76714-8990 
 

2. The Corporation reserves to the President, or the Vice President in the absence of the President, 
or to a committee created by the Board of Directors, the final and absolute right to interpret the 
rules and regulations of the show and to arbitrarily settle and determine all matters, questions 
and differences in regard thereto, and the right to amend and/or add to these rules as 
judgments may determine. If a committee is created it will consist of the President, 1st Vice 
President, 2nd Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and the Ethics Committee. 
 

3. The Corporation will in no case be responsible for any loss or damage that may occur. Each 
exhibitor will be solely responsible for any consequential or other loss, injury or damage done to, 
or occasioned by, or arising out of or in any way connected with such exhibitors or any of the 
animals. 
 

4. Exhibitors are required to familiarize themselves with the rules and regulations of the MCJLS. 
Failure to abide by the rules set forth by the board of directors of the MCJLS will result in 
disqualification of the current show, withholding of any and all premiums, and possibly being 
banned from future shows.  
 

5. The special rules and regulations of the Corporation shall be those specifically established to 
govern the operation of the McLennan County Junior Livestock Show and shall be approved by 
the Board of Directors and published. In no case shall special rules be in conflict with the 
Constitution and By-Laws. 
 

6. All exhibits shall be under the control and direction of the General Show Superintendent, to be 
appointed annually by the Board of Directors 
 

7. No exhibitor who shows an animal in any other county livestock show twelve (12) months 
preceding the MCJLS, will be eligible to show an animal in the MCJLS, unless approved by the 
board of directors. 
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8. By validating & entering the McLennan County Junior Livestock Show, the exhibitor and 
parent/guardian, recognize his/her responsibilities for the primary and continuous care of 
livestock projects throughout the feeding period and hereby authorizes the MCJLS Fair 
Board, Species Chars, and  supervising AST/CEA the right to inspect your livestock project(s), 
along with any other state and/or MCJLS  validated livestock projects on premises, at any 
time during the feeding period with or without prior notice. State & MCJLS validated 
livestock must be made available for inspection at any time requested at the address listed 
on validation record or any other property (public or privately owned) where the livestock 
may be located. Failure to make inspection available as requested will constitute a violation 
of validation rules and will lead to disqualification of the livestock in question and any other 
validated livestock. Additionally, any exhibitor in violation of the primary and continuous 
daily care rule is subject to disqualification. 
 

9. All classes of livestock entered in fairs and expositions in Texas, shall be subject to all 
regulations and requirements that then exist, or may be prescribed by the Texas Animal 
Health Commission to control and eradicate any outbreak of contagious, infectious or 
communicable disease and exposure thereto. 
 

10. All protests must be in writing and accompanied by a deposit of $250.00 in cash, which will be 
forfeited if protest is not sustained. Such protest must state plainly the cause of complaint, or 
appeal, and must be delivered to the management a minimum of one hour after the 
conclusion of the show of the division protested. Each protest should be delivered to 
management by an agriculture science teacher or county extension agent. 

 
11. If an animal dies on the premises, a show official must be notified before the animal is removed 

from the grounds. The Corporation reserves the right to order a necropsy at the owner’s 
expense. The necropsy will be performed at a location chosen by the Corporation. 
 

12. Code of Ethics: The McLennan County Junior Livestock Show is a family friendly event. As such, 
an individual’s conduct as an exhibitor or a patron should be exemplary, and violators are subject 
to disqualification or removal from the show grounds. Violations include, but are not limited to: 
a) Disruptive or improper conduct  
b) Public display of profanity of any sort 
c) Violence of any sort  
d) Threatening behavior or the appearance of threatening behavior (threatening behavior as 

determined by the Executive Board) 
e) Direct criticism or interference with the judge or livestock show management, other exhibitors, 

classifiers, or show officials before, during, or after the competitive event is prohibited, (Including 
Social Media). In the furtherance of their official duty, all judges and livestock show management, or 
other show officials shall be treated with courtesy, cooperation, and respect and no person shall 
direct abusive or threatening conduct toward them 

f) No exhibitor or parent shall conspire with another person or persons to intentionally violate this 
Code of Ethics or knowingly contribute or cooperate with another person or persons either by 
affirmative action or inaction to violate this Code of Ethics. Violation of this rule shall subject such 
individual to disciplinary action     
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13. No fundraising (raffles, give aways, etc) will be allowed during the week of the show or during 
the Sale of Champions. 

 
14. The barn will be shut down at 11:30 p.m. and reopen at 5:00 a.m. each day of the show. No one 

will be allowed in the barn during this time. 
 
 
        ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:  
 

1. NON-ADHERENCE TO THE RULES: Any person found guilty of misrepresentation, fraud or not 
abiding by the Rules (whether in this exhibitor handbook, or otherwise) will be disqualified and 
denied the privilege of competing at the Fair. 
 

2. ENTRY ELIGIBILITY: The Fair does not discriminate against any applicant, exhibitor, volunteer, 
customer or patron on the basis of race, sex, color, age, disability, religion, citizenship, veteran 
status, nationality or ethnic origin. 
Youth Exhibitors must meet all requirements below (A-C) to be eligible to participate at the McLennan 

County Junior Livestock Show  
a.  

i. An exhibitor must be regularly enrolled in an accredited public or private school in 
McLennan County of less than college level and must be 8 years old and in the 3rd grade as 
of January 1st, and not more than 19 years old on January 1st.  

ii. Home school students as defined by the State of Texas must reside in McLennan County. 
b. All exhibitors must be eligible to show according to U.I.L. Eligibility Rules. If an exhibitor is 

ineligible, the exhibit is ineligible. Agriculture Science Teachers (AST) and County Extension 
Agents (CEA) are responsible for checking eligibility prior to the show. FFA members must be 
certified eligible by the AST and 4-H members must be certified eligible by the CEA. 

c. Exhibitors must be a bona fide “active” member in good standing of a 4-H club or FFA Chapter 
in McLennan County. 

 
 

3. Entry process for MCJLS market animals: 

a. Validation: 
i. Major livestock show/state validation tags are the only acceptable validation tag 

to be used for animals eligible for the McLennan County Jr. Livestock Show  
ii. The superintendent for each division will set a validation date for the respective 

division.  
iii. A validation form must be completed and turned into a MCJLS representative at 

the time of validation. No validation form will be accepted without the 
participant’s CEA or AST signature. 

iv. There is no limit on the number of animals a participant may validate. 
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v. All state validated livestock should be housed at the home of the livestock 
exhibitor or a family member or at a county or school ag facility.  

1. If the previous facilities do not exist, an alternative facility may be 
investigated to house the livestock. A facility of this nature can only be 
explored after previously listed facilities have been exhausted. Alternative 
facilities must be within the exhibitor’s county and/or school district, unless 
deemed appropriate and approved by the validation committee and MCJLS 
Board.    

vi. Ownership Deadlines:  
a. Market Steers- Major Validated June 30th    
b. Market Swine- November 30th  
c. Market Lambs- October 30th  
d. Market Goats- October 30th  
e. Breeding Heifers- October 30th  
f. Market Rabbits- January  
g. Breeding Rabbits- January  
h. Market Turkey- Orders due May  
i. Market Broilers- Orders due October  

 
b. Entries: 

i. Entry forms must be submitted to the participant’s County Extension Agent or 
Agriculture Science Teacher by December 10th preceding the McLennan County 
Junior Livestock Show. 

ii. A non-refundable entry fee of $25 per animal for cattle, lambs, goats, swine, 
rabbits, and poultry will be charged and must be submitted with the entry form to 
the participant’s CEA or AST. 

iii. Entry forms received after December 10th  will be charged a late fee of $60 per 
entry in addition to the original entry fee(s). Absolutely no entry forms will be 
accepted after December 26. The entry fee(s) and late fee(s) must be submitted 
with the entry form to the participant’s CEA or AST. 

iv. Each participant may enter up to three animals per division in the following 
divisions: steers, lambs, goats, and swine. 

v. Each participant may enter up to two pens per order of broilers. 
vi. Each participant may enter up to two turkeys per order. 

vii. Each participant may enter up to two meat pens of rabbits. 
       COMPETITION  

1. Judges Selection: Judges will be selected by nomination & ranked by the Advisory Committee 
(Agents & Ag Science Teacher) & Species Chairs then approved by the Association.  Judges 
are allowed to judge 2 years in a row but are not required to judge a second year if Advisory 
Committee and/or Association votes against it.   

2. No exhibitor who shows an animal in any other county livestock show twelve (12) months 
preceding the MCJLS, will be eligible to show an animal in the MCJLS, unless approved by 
the board of directors. 
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3. Show officials reserve the right to remove objectionable animals from the show grounds. 
The division superintendent or classifier/ sifter is instructed and authorized to disqualify 
from weighing and showing any animal deemed unsuitable, diseased, or undesirable. 

 
4. All livestock must be owned by the exhibitor on the date of validation for that division. The 

animal(s) must be cared for by the exhibitor during the entire feeding period and supervised 
by a County Extension Agent or Agriculture Science Teacher. 

 
5. The Corporation reserves the right to review the project program of exhibitors. Committees 

may be appointed to check exhibits for authenticity. 
 

6. The decisions of the judges shall be final in all cases except where mistakes, fraud, 
misrepresentation, or collusion, not discovered at the time of the award, is proved. In such 
cases, the appeal may be taken to the President of the Board of Directors or to the Vice 
President in the absence of the President, or to a committee that may be created by the 
Board of Directors, from whose decision there can be no appeal. 
 

7. All protests must be in writing and accompanied by a deposit of $250.00 in cash, which will 
be forfeited if protest is not sustained. Such protest must state plainly the cause of 
complaint, or appeal, and must be delivered to the management a minimum of one hour 
after the conclusion of the show of the division protested. Each protest should be delivered 
to management by an agriculture science teacher or county extension agent. 

 
8. All animals in the McLennan County Junior Livestock Show must be checked in by the 

division superintendents or their assistants by the times in show schedule. 
a. Exhibitors will turn in the official show weights on all market animals at time of check in.   
b. Weigh backs will take place on sale qualifying animals at time of show, animals weighing 

more than allowed or less than then minimum for that species will be disqualified.   
c. Registration papers will be required on all animals in the breeding classes of beef. 
d. Exhibitors will be assigned a pen or stall space by the show committee. All hogs, sheep, 

goats, and cattle must be bedded in their assigned space. 
e. An exemption of the Certificate of Veterinary Inspection is granted for all livestock 

and poultry entering the McLennan County Junior Livestock Show in accordance with Section 
161.082, Agriculture Code, Vernon's Texas Codes Annotated and Section 51.3, paragraph 
(d)(2) of the Texas Regulations Governing Entry of Livestock and Poultry into Texas and into 
Shows, Fairs, and Exhibitions. Temperaturing swine is not required in local livestock shows. 

 
9. No exhibitors, whether by in person or by agent or servant, may interfere with the judges 

during their adjudication, or show any disrespect to the judge or to the show. 
 

10. Should any animal awarded a prize be disqualified, animals gaining the lower prizes shall 
graduate up into higher positions next in order above them. 
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11. No exhibitor may utilize electronic communication or storage devices at any time during 
official judging. 

 
12. Only show judges, exhibitors, ring stewards, and MCJLS officials will be allowed in the show 

ring. 
 

13. Participants in the showmanship class must show an animal that said participant owns and 
exhibited in the show. 
 

14. Exhibitor Substitutions- All show animals must be exhibited by its owner. Exceptions must 
receive approval of the General Show Superintendent. When an exception is approved, the 
person exhibiting the animal must be a bona fide “active” member in good standing of a 4-H 
club or FFA Chapter in McLennan County, be entered in the show, from the same 
club/chapter, and have entries in that species. Exceptions would include: 
 

a. When an exhibitor has more than one entry in the same class or an entry in another division 
showing at the same time. 

b. When an exhibitor is sick. In this case, a signed statement from a doctor must be presented. 
c. When an exhibitor is unable to show due to a conflict in schedule with other UIL activities. 

In this case, a statement signed by the school principal must be presented in advance of the 
show. 

d. If an exhibitor has a physical handicap, a doctor’s statement will be required. Another 
McLennan County 4-H or FFA member will be allowed to assist in the showing of the project 
once the General Show Superintendent approves. 

 
15. No exhibitor may show a market animal which has previously qualified or been sold at an auction 

or sale as a market animal at another county, regional, or major livestock show. 
 

16. Unethically Fitted Livestock: The showing of unethically fitted livestock or livestock of an 
ineligible age for exhibition in the class entered, and the misrepresentation of breeding or milking 
status, are prohibited. 

a. Description: Unethical fitting means any attempt to alter the natural appearance, 
conformation, musculature or weight of an animal by any unnatural means, as well as 
changing the normal conformation of any part of the animal’s body or using drugs, 
medications, chemicals, or other substances (including over-the-counter and extra-
label substances and uses), or mechanical devices to alter the physical makeup or 
performance of the animal. Unethical fitting includes but is not limited to the 
following: 

i. Animals that are in milk due to an unnaturally induced lactation. 
ii. Balancing the udder by any means other than leaving naturally produced milk in 

any or all quarters. 
iii. Treating or massaging any part of the animal’s body, internally or externally, 

with an irritant, counterirritant, or other substance to temporarily improve 
conformation. 

iv. Blocking the nerves to prevent limping or switching of the tail. 
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v. Bruising or blemishes negatively impacting food safety or marketability of an 
animal’s carcass. 

vi. Surgery or other practices performed to change the natural contour or 
appearance of the animal’s body, hide, or hair, or feet (this is to include any 
materials added to the feet of an animal) except the removal of warts or horns 
and the permitted clipping and dressing of hair and trimming of hooves. 

vii. Insertion of foreign material under the skin.  
viii. Changing the color of hair, spot or area on the animal’s body. Any grooming 

material that allows color to come off of any animal will not be allowed at the 
show. 

ix. The use of diuretics 
x. Administration of an illegal, unapproved, or performance enhancing drug 

internally or externally 
xi. Grooming or fitting with foreign material that includes (but not limited to) 

painting, powdering, oiling, artificial coloring, or adhesives is prohibited 
xii. Animals must be shown when and in such manner as the judge may require. If 

the exhibitor refuses to submit to the requirements, the animal in question will 
be disqualified. If an animal is unruly and becomes a danger to other exhibitors 
either in the barn or show ring, the exhibitor will be required to remove the 
animal from the premises 

 
17. Once an entry has entered the showring for competition, said animal cannot be pulled, 

or scratched from competition with penalty.  That showman forfeits any awards that 
come with that particular placing and is no longer eligible to show any other livestock of 
the same species for the duration of the show.  Entry that placed below will move up in 
placing and is now eligible for those awards forfeited by the previous showman.  

a. Example: If a division champion does not come back for the overall drive, then 
the reserve champion of that particular drive will now be considered champion 
of the drive and judged as such.  

b. Class winners – If a 1st place animal does not come back for their particular 
weight division drive then the 2nd and 3rd place animals move up.  

c. Showman forfeits any and all winnings for that particular animal and is no 
longer eligible for the sale of champions for that year with that species.  

SALE of CHAMPIONS:  
 

1. When an exhibit qualifies for the Sale of Champions, the exhibitor will receive a letter along the 
prize(s) for that placing. That letter must be filled out to indicate the exhibitor’s intention to 
sell, not sell, or pending due to an exhibit not yet shown. Exhibitors and their parents are 
responsible for signing and returning the letter to the show office within 30 minutes after 
completion of the show. By signing this letter, exhibitors accept the responsibility of all 
requirements of selling their animals. Responsibilities include writing thank you notes to 
buyers, staying out of the buyers’ area during the sale, not bothering the buyers, etc.  
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2. Exhibitors are responsible for checking in the night of the sale and attending the auction, if 
unable to attend due to approved conflict, the exhibitor is responsible for notifying advisor and 
securing someone to take their place during the sale.  If no one attends, or is notified the 
exhibitor is subject to forfeit their sale slot and  any monies awarded for sale slot  
 

3. Only one exhibit per exhibitor may be sold at the Sale of Champions, unless the exhibitor has 
more than one exhibit that is the Grand Champion or Reserve Grand Champion. 

 
4. An exhibit that is named overall Grand Champion or Reserve Grand Champion in the market 

division is required to sell in the Sale of Champions. 
 

5. When an exhibitor withdraws an exhibit from the Sale of Champions, the following procedure 
will be used to fill that exhibit’s place in the sale: 
a. The sale committee and division superintendents will determine the number of animals in each 

division to move into the Sale of Champions. 
b. The sales committee and division superintendents will randomly pick from the next highest placing 

animals in that division regardless of class. For example, if the top 4 placing animals automatically 
qualify for the sale, the random pick will come from all 5th place animals. If all 5th place animals are 
placed in the sale, the random picks will then be chosen from the 6th place animals. In a division that 
is shown by breed, the random pick will come from within that breed. This process will continue 
until the correct number of animals for each division is reached. 

 
6. When an exhibit is pulled out of the sale, there is no loss of any prizes. 

 
7. Once an exhibit is declared to sell in the Sale of Champions, the animal cannot be removed 

from the sale. 
 

8. A sales committee will secure buyers and arrange for the highest prices possible for all animals 
in the Sale of Champions. However, the McLennan County Youth Activities Association, Inc. 
does not assume responsibility for any guaranteed price or assume welfare of the animal. Any 
exhibitor may secure bidders for their animal and the animal will be sold to the highest bidder 
accepted by the auctioneer. Teachers and agents are asked to secure help in the promotion of 
the sale and encouraged to work through the sales committee in order to have systematic 
procedure of collecting and paying the exhibitors for their animals. All payments will be made 
through the McLennan County Youth Activities Association, Inc. 
 

9. A four percent (4%) sales commission will be charged on each sale lot. Three percent (3%) of 
the gross of the sale will be used for operating costs of the show. One percent (1%) of the 
gross of the sale will fund an annual grant given to 4-H clubs and FFA chapters within the 
county. 

 
10. A minimum of 18% of the total number of animals confirmed to show in each division will qualify 

for the Sale of Champions. The sale committee and division superintendents will add one percent 
(1%) from each division until at least 215 sale lots has been reached. This will be determined after 
animals have been weighed and confirmed for the show and before classes are posted. 
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11. No paint, glitter, decoration, or props will be allowed on any project in the sale ring. (NEED TO 

ADD HERE ABOUT THE LIMIT OF PEOPLE IN THE AUCTION RING AND LIMITING OF THE “ACTS” 
THEY DO DURING THE SALE  
 

12. Due to the new format for sale night and only Overall Champions & Reserve animals being 
walked though, all other exhibitors attending the sale will be limited to 2 additional youth 
allowed on the sale block.  No stunts, skits, or other acts will be allowed.    
 

13. Buyers Gift Baskets are not allowed for sale night, due to space & time restrictions we ask that 
you refrain from going in buyers’ area to visit with Buyers during the sale.    
 

14. MCJLS is a PREMIUM Auction. This means that the exhibitor will retain ownership of their 
animal/project. The animal will not be branded/marked by MCJLS  

 
15. All animals will be released immediately after each division show. 

 
16. MCJLS management will secure a floor buyer(s) for the show and prices will be posted. If an 

exhibitor chooses to floor a non sale animal, the necessary paperwork is located in the show 
office. Floor animals will be charged a 4% handling fee. 
 
 

17. All non-sale animals that have not been floored must be removed from the premises by noon 
on Friday the week of the show. Animals still on the premises at this time, without prior 
authorization, become the property of McLennan County Junior Livestock Show. These animals 
will be sold to the floor buyer and the money received will go into the MCJLS Scholarship Fund.  
 

18. Only animals exhibited in the show ring are eligible to be floored. 
 

19. All exhibitors who qualify for the Sale of Champions and the Youth Fair Country Store are required to 
complete assigned Thank You’s to buyer from list provided by MCJLS in order to receive winning funds.  
This task must be completed by the Second Tuesday of August or the winnings will be forfeited back to 
the MCJLS Board.    
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MARKET STEER DIVISION: 
Superintendent – Doug Murray 

 Judge- Michel Schertz  
1. All general rules and regulations apply. 

2. All market show and sale rules and regulations apply. 

3. All steers exhibited in the MCJLS must be state validated. Steers may be state validated in the month of 
June. Exact dates to be determined.  

4. Steers will be validated in the presence of several officials of the McLennan County Youth Activities 
Association, Inc., County Extension Agents, Agriculture Science Teachers, etc. All steers will be ear tagged. 

5. Animals will be divided into classes as equally as possible by weight only. The show superintendent will 
determine the number of classes based on total number of entries. The show superintendent has the 
authority to make the final decision on where to break classes based on weight. 

6. CHECK-IN: Exhibitors must check-in with pre-distributed weight cards including validation tag number, 
weight, and declared breed. Check-in must be completed by deadline on check-in day or be subject to 
disqualification. Upon completion of check-in, exhibitors will receive show number for each animal 
checked in. Once an exhibitor has officially checked-in, the entry is final; no further changes can be made. 
 

7. SHOW WEIGHTS: Exhibitors will turn in the official show weight for their steer at check-in. The minimum 
show weight for all market steers is 1,000 pounds. All steers weighing less than 1,000 pounds will be 
sifted.   

8. WEIGH BACK: Any steer weighing more than 105% of the final declared weight will be disqualified. Steers 
weighing less than 95% than the official turn-in weight, or less than the minimum 1,000 pounds will be 
disqualified.  The MCJLS Show Board reserves the right to weigh back any animal. 
 

9. All steers must be slick shorn with a maximum of one quarter of one-inch length of hair everywhere except 
switch of tail. Animals must be clipped prior to weigh-in. 

10. Steers weighing less than the 1,000 pound minimum are not eligible to be floored  

11.  All cattle must be halter broken. Any animal that gets away from the exhibitor three (3) times will be 
disqualified and removed from the show ring. If an animal is disqualified after having been placed, the 
animals placing below will be moved up to fill the vacated position. 

12. Steer showmanship classes will follow the market show. Showmanship will be divided into junior, 
intermediate, and senior divisions. Junior division will consist of exhibitors in grades 3-5. Intermediate 
division will consist of exhibitors in grades 6-8. Senior division will consist of exhibitors in grades 9-12. 

a. At the shows discretion the divisions can be split into heats based on numbers of entries to 
allow adequate ring space for exhibitors.   

 
1st – 10th place will receive a ribbon. 
Grand Champion and Reserve Grand Champion will receive additional awards.  
Showmanship winners and runner-up will receive a belt buckle  
(prizes subject to change)  
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MARKET SWINE DIVISION: 
Superintendent – Jody Wood 

 Judge- Eli Elliott     
1. All general rules and regulations apply. 

2. All market show and sale rules and regulations apply. 

3. All hogs exhibited in the MCJLS must be state validated in the month of November. Exact dates to be 
determined.  

4. Hogs will be validated in the presence of several officials of the McLennan County Youth Activities 
Association, Inc., County Extension Agents, Agriculture Science Teachers, etc. All hogs will be ear tagged 
and ear notches will be recorded. 

5. Barrows and open gilts are eligible to be shown. 

6. Animals will be divided into classes by breed and weight. Breeds include Duroc, Hampshire, Yorkshire, 
Berkshire, Light OPB, Dark OPB, and Crossbred. Breed classification will be submitted on weight card 
which must be completed by 6:00 p.m. on the day of move-in. The breed must be declared upon check-
in; however, final determination of breed classification will be made by classifiers appointed by the Show 
Management 

7. Hogs will be classified as they enter to show. Classifiers will classify at the show using the New Swine 
Classification Guidelines adopted August 2019. The judgment of the sifting committee and classifiers is 
final and not subject to protest. Hogs classified out of the breed will be moved to their respective weight 
class in the cross division. 

8. Any swine breed exhibited that is not listed in the classification guidelines (Duroc, Hampshire, Yorkshire, 
Berkshire, Light OPB(Chester, landrace), and Dark OPB (spots & Poland Chinas)) will be classified as a 
crossbred. 

9. Breeds with less than ten (10) animals will be combined into the crossbred class, with the exception of 
the Berkshires which will go into the Dark OPB . 

10. It requires 10 head to make a breed, in the event there is not enough to make the light or dark OPB’s 
then they will be combined to meet the minimum of 10 hd to make the breed and show together.  In the 
event there is not a total of 10 hd combined they will shown in the Cross Division.  (ex. 5 LOPB and 10 
DOPB check in, they will combine for 15 OPB’s and show together in 1 class)   

11. Class Breaks- Classes will be broken by weight by the superintendents.   
a. It takes 10 head to make a Breed and a minimum of 16 head to break classes into multiple.  
b. The show superintendent will determine the number of classes based on the total number of entries. 

The show superintendent has the authority to make the final decision on where to break classes based 
on weight. 

c. In the event of a large number of swine with the same weight and same breed, the show may break 
these groups into multiple classes using another method other than weight.  

12. CHECK-IN: Exhibitors must check-in with pre-distributed weight cards including validation tag number, 
weight, and declared breed. Check-in must be completed by deadline on check-in day or be subject to 
disqualification. Upon completion of check-in, exhibitors will receive show number for each animal 
checked in. Once an exhibitor has officially checked-in, the entry is final; no further changes can be 
made 
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13. SHOW WEIGHTS: Exhibitors will turn in the official show weight for their barrow at check-in. The 
minimum show weight is 215 pounds. 

14. WEIGH BACK :The weight submitted at check-in will become the official declared weight to be used for 
weigh back and official selling purposes. All pigs selected by the judge will be reweighed before entering 
the arena. Pigs with weights below 205 lbs and pigs weighing more than or less than 10 pounds of their 
declared weight will be disqualified. Show management reserves the right to verify the weight of any 
hog. 

15. Hogs weighing less than 205 pounds are not eligible to be floored. 

16. No one will be allowed behind the pens in the show ring. Water spray bottles will be provided in each 
pen for the exhibitor’s use. 

17. Show order will be:  Light OPB, Dark OPB, Berkshire, Yorkshire, Duroc, Hampshire, Crossbred 

18. Swine showmanship classes will follow the market show. Showmanship will be divided into junior, 
intermediate, and senior divisions. Junior division will consist of exhibitors in grades 3-5. Intermediate 
division will consist of exhibitors in grades 6-8. Senior division will consist of exhibitors in grades 9-12. 

a. At the shows discretion the divisions can be split into heats based on numbers of entries to allow 
adequate ring space for exhibitors.   

 

1st – 10th place will receive a ribbon. 
Breed Champions, Reserve Breed Champions, Grand Champion and Reserve Grand Champion will receive 
additional awards. 
Showmanship winners and runner-up will receive a belt buckle  
(Prizes subject to change)  
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BARROW CLASSIFICATION STANDARDS 
updated July 2019 

A collaboration by the Texas County Agricultural Agents Association, Vocational Agriculture Teachers 
Association of Texas, Animal Industries Committee, Texas FFA, Texas 4-H and Texas Pork Producers 

Association. 
 

All animals must be properly ear notched within seven (7) days of birth with a litter notch in the right ear 
and individual notch in the left ear to be eligible for the Texas 4-H and FFA Swine Validation Program. 
Animals not properly notched in both ears will be disqualified. Registration papers, breeder affidavits, or 
other paperwork is not considered in the classi- fication process. Eligibility for the class is determined only 
by visual appraisal, as evaluated by classifiers appointed by show management. 

LIGHT ALL OTHER PUREBREDS  
 

 
 Chester White:  (LOPB)  

Ideal Characteristics 

• Solid white in color possessing Chester White breed 
character. 

• Medium sized ears are down when hog is in a relaxed 
position. 

 

                                         
Acceptable Characteristics 
• Ear deformity/ear folded in a backwards position to- 

wards hog’s body/crinkled ear. 
 
Discriminatory Characteristics 

• Partially erect/level ear (flighty). 
• Skin pigmentation 

 

          
 
Absolute Disqualifications 

• Erect ears. 
• Colored hair. 
• Color on the skin, cumulatively larger than a 

U.S. minted silver dollar. 
• Any evidence of physical tampering that 

would alter breed character 

                    

Landrace:  (LOPB)  
Ideal Characteristics 

• Must be solid white possessing Landrace breed character. 
• Large ears that droop and slant forward coming to a sharp 

point. 

                                         
Acceptable Characteristics 
• Ear deformity/ear folded in a backwards position to- wards 

hog’s body/crinkled ear. 
 
Discriminatory Characteristics 

• Short rounded ears 
• Short snout mimicking that of a Chester White  

 

 
Absolute Disqualifications 

• Erect ears. 
• Any hair color other than white  
• More than 3 spots of skin pigmentation; each 

individual spot cannot be larger than a U.S. 
minted quarter 

• Any evidence of physical tampering that would 
alter breed character 
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DARK ALL OTHER PUREBREDS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Poland China:  (DOPB)  
Ideal Characteristics 

• Predominantly black possessing Poland China breed 
character 

• A Poland China should have six white points: nose, each 
leg/foot and at the end of the tail (unless tail is docked). 

• Ears are down when hog is in a relaxed position. 

                              
Acceptable Characteristics 

• A slight continuation of white from the legs to the body. 
• Ear may have white on it. 
• Three of the four legs must be white 
• May have an occasional splash of white on the body 
• Hair and skin texture can vary from coarse to thin, and color 

can vary from dark black to ashy/pale 
• Ear deformity/ear folded in a backwards position towards 

hog’s body (crinkled ear) 

 
Discriminatory Characteristics 

• Partially erect/level ear (flighty). 
• A moderate continuation of white from the legs to the 

body 
• Moderate freestanding white, not attached to a leg 

 
Absolute Disqualifications 

• Erect ears. 
• Solid white or solid black face. 
• More than one solid black leg 
• If the white on a solid white ear goes past the 

base of the ear 
• An excessive continuation of white from the legs, 

encompassing the upper hip or shoulder 
• Excessive freestanding white, not attached to a 

leg. 
• Evidence of belt formation 
• Red or sandy hair 
• Any evidence of physical tampering that would 

alter breed character 

                    

 

Spotted:  (DOPB)  
Ideal Characteristics 

• Must be black and white, possessing Spotted breed 
character 

• Ears are down when hog is in a relaxed position      

 
Acceptable Characteristics 

• Predominantly black with white spots or predominantly 
white with black spots 

• Ear deformity/ear folded in a backwards position towards 
hog’s body (crinkled ear). 

 
Discriminatory Characteristics 

• Partially erect/level ears 
• Moderate brown spots. 

 
Absolute Disqualifications 

• Erect ears. 
• Solid black head from base of ears forward 
• Distinct white belt pattern (hair or skin) 

encircling and extending down and onto each 
shoulder 

• Red hair. 
• Excessive brown spots. 
• Any evidence of physical tampering that would 

alter breed character 
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Berkshire  
Ideal Characteristics 

• Predominantly black possessing Berkshire breed character with regards to skull shape and ear shape 
• A Berkshire should have six white points: nose, each leg/foot and at the end of the tail (unless tail is docked). 
• Erect Ears  

 
Acceptable Characteristics 

• An occasional splash of white skin/hair may appear on the body. 
• Three of the four legs/feet must be white. 
• Ear can have white on it (not full coverage). 
• Red or fawn hair, if over black or white skin pigmentation 
• Ear deformity/ear folded in a backwards position towards hog’s body (crinkled ear) 

 
Discriminatory Characteristics 

• Gray pigmentation on the body (spotting or mottling pattern) 
• Moderate amount of white skin splashes. 

 
Absolute Disqualifications 

• Solid white or solid black face from base of ear forward. 
• Solid black nose (white does not break rim of nose). 
• Solid white ear. 
• Excessive white on the body.  

•  Full coverage of white coming up the lower one-third of the body (not including legs) that extends from the base of the 
jaw through sternum and lower body through seam of the ham.  

• White splash extends from rear leg to upper hip. 
• White skin or hair that continuously encircles the body anywhere between the base of the ear and the base of the tail. 
• Any evidence of belt formation on the body. 
• Lacks breed character with regards to skull and/or ear shape 
• Any evidence of physical tampering that would alter breed character 
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Duroc 
Ideal Characteristics 

• Must be red in color, possessing Duroc breed character 
• Ears are down when hog is in a relaxed position      

 
Acceptable Characteristics 

• Acceptable colors range from light red to dark brown 
• Ear deformity/ear folded in a backwards position towards 

hog’s body (crinkled ear). 
 

Discriminatory Characteristics 
• Minimal amounts of black hair 
• Black spots on the skin under two inches in diameter. 
• Partially erect/level ears. 

 
Absolute Disqualifications 

• Excessive amounts of black hair. 
• White hair 
• White skin on the body or legs, or that extends 

over the rim of the nose 
• Four (4) or more black spots on the skin, any of 

which are larger than two (2) inches in diameter 
• Evidence of a belt 
• Erect ears 
• Any evidence of physical tampering that would 

alter breed character 

 

Yorkshire  
Ideal Characteristics 

• Must be completely white in color possessing Yorkshire 
breed character 

• Erect ears 

 
Acceptable Characteristics 

• Ear deformity/ear folded in a backwards position towards 
hog’s body (crinkled ear). 
 

Discriminatory Characteristics 
• Excessively large or wavy ears. 
• Color pigmentation (on body):  

• Two individual pigmentation spots of which neither can 
be larger than a U.S. minted dime.  

• One pigmentation spot cannot be larger than a U.S. 
minted quarter. 

 
Absolute Disqualifications 

• Any hair color that is NOT white.. 
• Broken/down ears. 
• Combined pigmentation spots that exceed a 

U.S. minted silver dollar.  
• Any series of dots that indicate masking 
• Any evidence of physical tampering that would 

alter breed character 
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Hampshire  
Ideal Characteristics 

• Black in color with a full white belt over the shoulders encompassing both front legs/feet. 
• Erect ears. 
• Possess Hampshire breed character with regards to skull shape and ear shape 

 
Acceptable Characteristics 

• Black head with a white body, with evidence of pigment and freckling down the top. 
• White belt starting on a front foot/leg; belt partially encircles body extending to at least the chest floor (half belt). 
• Freckling in the belt. 
• Ear deformity/ear folded in a backwards position to- wards hog’s body/crinkled ear 

 
Discriminatory Characteristics 

• Large spots within the belt. 
• Belt is in front or behind of a solid black front leg. 
• If belt v’s and runs towards the poll (base of the ear). 
• White tip on tail, if docked. 
• White on rear leg extends to the base of the ham 

 
Absolute Disqualifications 

• Streaking or evidence of white on forehead. 
• White skin extends over the rim of the nose. 
• When mouth is closed, the white under the chin cannot exceed what a U.S. minted quarter will cover. 
• Black head with a white body without freckles or pig- mentation. 
• Belt extends past the sheath (sheath must be black). 
• Excessive frosting or white hair outside the belt. 
• Red hair. 
• Droopy or floppy ears. 
• Any evidence of physical tampering that would alter breed character 
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MARKET LAMB DIVISION: 
Superintendent – Kevin Griffin  

 Judge- Wayne Morse    
1. All general rules and regulations apply. 

 
2. All market show and sale rules and regulations apply. 

 
3. All lambs exhibited in the MCJLS must be state validated in the month of June or October. Exact dates to 

be determined.  
 

4. Lambs will be validated in the presence of several officials of the McLennan County Youth Activities 
Association, Inc., County Extension Agents, Agriculture Science Teachers, etc. All lambs will be ear tagged. 
 

5. Wethers and open ewes are eligible to be shown. 
 

6. Animals will be divided into classes by breed and weight. Breeds include Finewool, Finewool Cross, 
Southdown, Dorper, and Medium Wool. Lambs will be classified at time of check in. Decisions of the 
classifier are final. The show superintendent will determine the number of classes based on total number 
of entries. The show superintendent has the authority to make the final decision on where to break 
classes based on weight. 
 

7. A minimum of 10 head per breed is required to split classes into more than 1.   (ex.  13 hd can be split 
into 6 and 7 or as evenly as possible, but 9 hd is only allowed 1 class) 
 

8. Medium Wool Division classes will be divided into weight divisions as equally as possible. The show 
superintendent will determine the number of divisions, with a minimum of three (3). 
 

9. Breeds with less than five (5) animals will be combined as follows: 
a. Finewool to Finewool Cross 
b. Finewool Cross to Medium Wool  
c. Southdown to Medium Wool 
d. Dorper to Medium Wool 

 
10. CHECK-IN: Exhibitors must check-in with pre-distributed weight cards including validation tag number, 

weight, and declared breed. Check-in must be completed by deadline on check-in day or be subject to 
disqualification. Upon completion of check-in, exhibitors will receive show number for each animal 
checked in. Once an exhibitor has officially checked-in, the entry is final; no further changes can be made. 

 
11. SHOW WEIGHTS: Exhibitors will turn in the official show weight for their lamb at check-in. The minimum 

show weight is 95 pounds (with the exception of Southdowns and Dorpers, which must weigh a minimum 
of 85 pounds) 
 

12. WEIGH BACK: Any sheep weighing more than 5 pounds of the final declared weight will be disqualified. 
Sheep weighing less than 5 pounds than the official turn-in weight will be disqualified, The MCJLS Board 
reserves the right to weigh back any animal. 

 
13. Lambs will be classified at time of turning in cards, medium wool lambs will just turn in cards by deadline 

 
 



 

22  

14. All lambs must be slick shorn and of uniform length above the knee and hock joints. Animals must be 
clipped prior to check in. 

 
15. Blankets, socks, and muzzles must be removed from animals before classification. 

 
16. All sexually intact sheep (ewes) must have a scrapie tag according to current Texas Animal Health 

Commission Regulations. A Texas Animal Health Commission Scrapie Tag must be in place before the 
official county show weigh-in/sift. Any sexually intact sheep (ewes) that are not tagged with a TAHC 
scrapie tag will not be eligible for show. 

 
17. Show order will be: 

Southdowns  
Dorper 
Finewools 
Finewool Cross  
Medium Wools 
 

18. Lamb showmanship classes will follow the market show. Showmanship will be divided into junior, 
intermediate, and senior divisions. Junior division will consist of exhibitors in grades 3-5. Intermediate 
division will consist of exhibitors in grades 6-8. Senior division will consist of exhibitors in grades 9-12. 

a. At the shows discretion the divisions can be split into heats based on numbers of entries to 
allow adequate ring space for exhibitors.   

 
1st – 10th place will receive a ribbon. 
Breed Champions, Reserve Breed Champions, Division Champion & Reserves, Grand Champion and 
Reserve Grand Champion will receive additional awards. 
Showmanship winners and runner-up will receive a belt buckle.  
(Prizes subject to change)  
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Lamb Breed Classification Guidelines    
(Updated January 2024)  

A collaboration by the Texas County Agricultural Agents Association, Agriculture Teachers Association of Texas, 
TCAAA Animal Industries Committee, Texas FFA Major Livestock Show Advisory Committee, Texas FFA, and Texas 
4-H 
Please keep in mind, registration papers, breeder affidavits, or other paperwork is not considered in the 
classification process. Eligibility for the class is determined only by visual appraisal, as evaluated by classifiers 
appointed by show management.  
 
CLASSIFICATION TERMS:  
Acceptable: Characteristics that represent the breed.  
Discriminatory: Characteristics that are not reason for absolute disqualification but in combination with 
other discriminatory visual characteristics could lead to removal from a breed division. 
Absolute Disqualifications: Unfavorable visual characteristics resulting in removal from a breed division. 
Scur: Horn growth that is not completely attached to the skull. 
Birthmark: Dark pigmented skin with dark fiber present within the margins of the pigmentation. 
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Acceptable Breed Characteristics  
1. Rambouillet, Delaine, Debouillet, or a cross 
between these breeds. 
2. Silky, white face. 
3. Silky ears, medium to moderate in length. 
4. Soft pelt. 
5. Yellow to white hooves (neutral). 
6. Black pads on hooves and black dew claws. 
7. Minimal amount of black streaking in the hooves. 
Less than 1/8 of cumulative hoof 
surface. 
8. Nose should be neutral to pink in color. 
9. May be polled or horned. Horns must be indicative 
of acceptable Finewool breeds. 
Discriminatory Breed Characteristics 
1. Moderate amounts of brown or black spots in the 
skin and/or wool. 
2. Moderate freckling or pigmented skin (brown or 
black) on the ears, eyes, nose, and lips. 
3. Black eyelashes. 
4. Excessive black streaking in hooves more than 1/8 
cumulative of hoof surface. 
5. Birthmarks. 
Absolute Disqualifications  
1. Excessively coarse britch and/or harsh pelt.  
2. Excessive coarse, chalky, white hair on the face, in 
the flanks, and/or down the front and/or rear legs.  
3. Excessive brown or black spots in the skin and/or 
wool.  
4. Excessive freckling or pigmented skin (brown or 
black) on the ears, eyes, nose and lips.  
5. Brown or black spots in hairline above the hooves 
to the dew claw.  
6. Solid black toe or hooves.  
7. Black lambs.  
8. Surgical alterations other than re-docking.  
9. Steep hip or tendency to show callipyge gene.  
10. Head, ear and/or horn shape non-typica to the 
Finewool breeds (Rambouillet, Delaine, Debouillet, or 
a cross between these breeds).  
 

FINEWOOL FINEWOOL CROSS:  
Acceptable Breed Characteristics  
1. The standard for Finewool Crosses is a Finewool Ewe 
(rambouillet, Delaine, Debouillet or cross between 
these breeds) bred to a Hampshire or Suffolk Rams 
only.  
2. Soft pelt which is characteristic of ½ blood wool 
(60's-62's spinning count).  
3. Face and ears should be soft and silky.  
4. Spotting and/or brown face and ears.  
5. Moderate spotting and/or brown legs not extending 
above the rear flank and fore flank.  
6. Wool must be present below the hocks on the rear 
legs; wool below the knees on the front legs is not 
necessary.  
7. Reddish, rust colored legs are acceptable.  
8. Birthmarks.  
9. Scurs are acceptable.  
Discriminatory Breed Characteristics 
1. Excessive black spotting in the skin above the knees 
and hocks.  
2. Moderate black or chocolate brown color on face, 
ears and legs (including wool). 
3. Moderately coarse britch and/or harsh pelt.  
4. White-Faced or ring-eyed crosses.  
5. Moderately coarse, chalky, white hair on the face, in 
the flanks, and/or down the front and/or rear legs.  
6. Horns are discriminatory on finewool crosses 
(except classed out finewools with horns indicative of 
acceptable finewool breeds)  
 
Absolute Disqualification  
1. Excessive black or dark chocolate brown color on 
face, ears, and legs (including wool).  
2. Excessively coarse britch and/or harsh pelt.  
3. Excessive coarse, chalky, white hair on the face, in 
the flanks, and/or down the front and/or rear legs. 
4. Total absence of wool on rear legs.  
5. Black lambs.  
6. Evidence of other breeds including, but not limited 
to Dorset and Southdown breed types (head and ear 
shape of Dorset and/or Southdown).  
7. Surgical alterations other than re-docking.  
8. Steep hip or tendency to show callipyge gene. 
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SOUTHDOWN: Dorper: 

Acceptable Breed Characteristics  
1. Hair color on muzzle should be mouse-colored, gray 
to brown and match color on legs and pasterns.  
2. Nostril pigmentation may be black to purplish-gray. 
3. Head and muzzle should be broad and proportional 
to body.  
4. Head of moderate length and in proportion to body. 
5. Ears of moderate length, in proportion to body, and 
covered with short hair or wool.  
6. Black hooves.  
7. Slight chalk around eyes.  
8. Slight chalk around muzzle.  
9. Spots or speckles in the skin only when shorn. 
10. Birthmarks  
Discriminatory Breed Characteristics 
1. Solid white color or dark chocolate color on muzzle 
and/or Head  
2. Coarse britch and/or harsh pelt.  
3. Predominately pink nose with few black spots.  
4. Long, narrow muzzle.  
5. Excessive black pigmentation on ears.  
6. Excessive ear length not in proportion to head.  
7. No hair or wool on ears.  
8. Scurs.  
9. Absence of wool between scur areas.  
10. Striped hooves.  
11. Reddish, rust colored hair above hoof to pastern. 
12. Black fibers in wool outside of birthmark.  
13. Birthmarks. 
Absolute Disqualification 
1. Speckled face, ears, or legs.  
2. Horns.  
3. White hooves.  
4. Intentional alteration of hair color or skin 
pigmentation.  
5. Total pink pigmentation of nostrils.  
6. Black lambs.  
7. Surgical alterations other than re-docking.  
8. Steep hip or tendency to show callipyge. 
9. Excessive ear size and length not in proportion to 
head.  
10. Head, ear shape non-typical to the Southdown 
Breed.  
 

Acceptable Breed Characteristics  
1. Must be a Dorper or White Dorper.  
2. Conformation: long, deep, wide body with well sprung 
ribs and excellent muscling.  
3. Color: Dorper – white sheep with black limited to head, 
neck, and forequarters not below the knee or behind the 
heart girth; White Dorper – white sheep.  
4. Must have at least 1/3 hair primarily on belly, forearm, 
and britch.  
5. 100% hair below the knees and hocks.  
6. 100% hair forward of poll.  
7. Moderate size ear with no wool covering.  
8. Head should be strong, bold with a deep jaw.  
9. Polled or small horns or scurs.  
10. Spots or speckled pigment in the skin only when shorn.  
11. Black spots above the hoof line and below the 
dewclaw. 
Discriminatory Breed Characteristics 
1. Tall, leggy, shallow, and/or narrow-bodied lambs.  
2. A limited amount of dark fibered spots on body and 
underline behind heart girth not to exceed a cumulative 
total of the size of a basketball.  
3. A white sheep with brown or red colored speckles in the 
covering, confined to the head and neck.  
4. Tri-colored sheep  
5. Excessive wool covering more than 2/3 of body (belly, 
forearm, and britch).  
6. Wool forward of poll.  
7. Heavy horns.  
8. Long, pendulous ears.  
9. Long, narrow muzzle. 
Absolute Disqualification 
1. All wool or very little evidence of hair on belly, forearm, 
or britch.  
2. Wool below the knees or hocks.  
3. Wool on the ears.  
4. Excessive amount of black fibered spots on body and 
underline behind heart girth exceeding a cumulative total 
of the size of a basketball.  
5. Solid brown, red, rust colored head.  
6. A White sheep with black hooves (stripes or solid) 
and/or black on nose.  
7. Tri-Colored Sheep  
8. Strong breed characteristics of breeds other than 
Dorper or White Dorper including but not limied to 
characteristics such as long pendulous ears and long 
narrow muzzle.  
 9. Head, ear shape non-typical of the Dorper or White 
Dorper Breed.  
10. Surgical alterations other than re-docking. 
11.Steep hip or tendency to show callipyge gene. 
12. Evidence of color alterations. 
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MARKET GOAT DIVISION: 

Superintendent – Faith Hammermeister 
 Judge-  Cam Anderson  

1. All general rules and regulations apply. 
 

2. All market show and sale rules and regulations apply. 
 

3. All goats exhibited in the MCJLS must be state validated in the month of June or October. Exact dates to 
be determined. 
 

4. Goats will be validated in the presence of several officials of the McLennan County Youth Activities 
Association, Inc., County Extension Agents, Agriculture Science Teachers, etc. All goats will be ear tagged. 
 

5. Wethers and open does are eligible to be shown. 
 

6. Animals will be divided into classes as equally as possible by weight only. The show superintendent will 
determine the number of classes based on total number of entries. The show superintendent has the 
authority to make the final decision on where to break classes based on weight. 
 

7. Classes will be divided into weight divisions as equally as possible. The show superintendent will 
determine the number of divisions, with a minimum of three (3). 

 
8. CHECK-IN: Exhibitors must check-in with pre-distributed weight cards including validation tag number, 

weight, and declared breed. Check-in must be completed by deadline on check-in day or be subject to 
disqualification. Upon completion of check-in, exhibitors will receive show number for each animal 
checked in. Once an exhibitor has officially checked-in, the entry is final; no further changes can be made. 

 
9. SHOW WEIGHTS: Exhibitors will turn in the official show weight for their Goat at check-in. The minimum 

show weight is 55 pounds  
 

10. WEIGH BACK: Any goat weighing more than 5 pounds of the final declared weight will be disqualified. 
Goats weighing less than 5 pounds than the official turn-in weight will be disqualified, The MCJLS Board 
reserves the right to weigh back any animal 

 
11. All goats must be slick shorn and of uniform length above the knee and hock joints. Animals must be 

clipped prior to check in. 
 

12. All goats must have their horns tipped or be naturally hornless. 
 

13. All sexually intact goats (does) must have a scrapie tag according to current Texas Animal Health 
Commission Regulations. A Texas Animal Health Commission Scrapie Tag must be in place before the 
official county show weigh-in/sift. Any sexually intact goats (does) that are not tagged with a TAHC 
scrapie tag will not be eligible for show. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

27  

 
14. Goat showmanship classes will follow the market show. Showmanship will be divided into junior, 

intermediate, and senior divisions. Junior division will consist of exhibitors in grades 3-5. Intermediate 
division will consist of exhibitors in grades 6-8. Senior division will consist of exhibitors in grades 9-12. 

a. At the shows discretion the divisions can be split into heats based on numbers of entries to 
allow adequate ring space for exhibitors.   

 
 

1st – 10th place will receive a ribbon. 
Division Champions, Reserve Division Champions, Grand Champion and Reserve Grand Champion will 
receive additional awards. 
Showmanship winners and runner-up will receive a belt buckle  
(Prizes subject to change)  
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MARKET BROILER DIVISION: 
Superintendent – Kevin Wunderlich 

 Judge- Kyle Morganroth  
1. All general rules and regulations apply. 

 
2. All market show and sale rules and regulations apply. 

 
3. The birds will be wing banded upon delivery. Each exhibitor must order either twenty-five (25) or fifty 

(50) birds. Number ordered must be indicated on the Broiler Order Form. All birds ordered must remain 
under the exhibitor’s ownership and be fed and cared for by that exhibitor. 
 

4. Broiler entries are limited to two pens of 3 broilers per exhibitor. 
NOTE: each order (consisting of either 25 or 50 birds) of broilers is considered the same as one animal 
under family entry rules. When two pens of broilers are entered from the same order, both pens must 
be entered under the same exhibitor. For more than one exhibitor from the same family to show a pen 
of broilers, an order of either 25 or 50 birds must be ordered for each exhibitor. Under no 
circumstances will more than one person be allowed to show a pen of broilers from the same order. 
 

5. Roosters may be shown. 
 

6. Two separate entry fees and entry forms will be required if two pens are entered. Broiler order form 
and payment must accompany order. Birds must be ordered from: 
Kevin Wunderlich - Riesel High School 
600 E. Frederick 
Riesel, TX 76682 
 

7. Order deadline will be end of September or first of October. Exact date will be announced to ASTs and 
CEAs. Orders WILL NOT be accepted after deadline. Cost of birds will be announced to ASTs and CEAs. 
Make checks payable to Riesel FFA. Birds will come 25 per box. If an exhibitor orders 50 birds, he/she will 
receive two (2) boxes of 25. 

● Chicks must be picked up in January. An exact date and pick up location will be 
announced to Agriculture Science Teachers and County Extension Agents. 

8. Wing bands will be checked at the show after birds are judged. Wing band numbers MUST match those 
assigned to the exhibitor. Should wing band numbers not match those assigned to exhibitor, that pen 
will be disqualified. Birds with missing wing bands, for any reason, will not be allowed to show. 

9. The Grand Champion and Reserve Grand Champion broilers will have wing bands removed before 
leaving the show ring. 

10. Sick or diseased broilers will not be allowed to show and must be removed.   

11. Coops will not be provided. 
1st – 20th place will receive a ribbon. 
Grand Champion and Reserve Grand Champion will receive additional awards
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MARKET TURKEY DIVISION: 
Superintendent – Kevin Wunderlich 

 Judge- Kyle Morganroth 
1. All general rules and regulations apply. 

 
2. All market show and sale rules and regulations apply. 

 
3. All turkeys that will be shown at the McLennan County Junior Livestock Show will come from the Houston 

Livestock Show / San Antonio Livestock Show / Star of Texas hatch. THEREFORE, there are two (2) 
possible ways to secure birds for the county show: 

  County Show ONLY birds 
  County, San Antonio, Houston, and Star Show birds. 

A. County Show ONLY Turkeys. 

1) All birds will be ordered through Riesel High School. These birds will be from the San 
Antonio/Houston/Star hatch BUT MAY ONLY be shown at the McLennan County Junior 
Livestock Show. The birds will be wing banded upon delivery. Each exhibitor can order in 
multiples of 10 birds up to 50. Birds will be straight run. 

 
2) Each exhibitor may show two birds – 2 toms, or 2 hens, or 1 tom and 1 hen. Toms will show 

against toms and hens will show against hens. 
 

3) County Show ONLY birds must be ordered from: 
Kevin Wunderlich 
Riesel High School  
600 E. Frederick 
Riesel, TX 76682 

 
4) Order deadline for COUNTY ONLY birds will be late May or early June. Exact dates will be 

announced to ASTs and CEAs. Orders WILL NOT be accepted after the deadline. Cost of birds 
will be announced to ASTs and CEAs. Make checks payable to MCJLS. Pick-up date will be in 
November at the McLennan County Extension Office. An exact date will be announced to 
Agriculture Science Teachers and County Extension Agents. 

B. County Show, San Antonio, Houston, and Star Turkeys. 
 

1) Exhibitors wanting to show turkeys at the county show and have the option of showing at San 
Antonio, Houston, and/or Star must order their turkeys through their respective FFA chapter if 
showing under FFA or through the county extension agent if showing under 4H. See your FFA 
advisor or county extension agent for entry details. Information can also be found online at 
http://gallus.tamu.edu . Click on Youth Programs under Extension. Pick-up date is in October. 
Please be aware that only agriculture science teachers or county extension agents may place 
orders.

http://gallus.tamu.edu/
http://gallus.tamu.edu/
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2) Each exhibitor may show two birds at county – 2 toms, or 2 hens, or 1 tom and 1 hen. Toms will 
show against toms and hens will show against hens. 

 
3) Once turkeys are picked up, a copy of the print out received at the pick-up at Texas A&M 

University listing the band numbers assigned to the exhibitor should be mailed by December 1 
to: 

KevinWunderlich 
Riesel High School 
600 E. Frederick 
Riesel, TX 76682 

 
4. All birds ordered must remain under the exhibitor’s ownership and be fed and cared for by that 

exhibitor. 
 

5. Wing band numbers will be checked upon arrival at the show. Wing band numbers MUST match those 
assigned to the exhibitor. Should wing band numbers not match those assigned to exhibitor, that bird 
will be disqualified. Birds with missing wing bands, for any reason, will not be allowed to show. 
 

6. The Grand Champion and Reserve Grand Champion turkeys will have wing bands removed before 
leaving the show ring. 
 

7. Sick or diseased turkeys will not be allowed to show and must be removed.  
 

8. Coops will NOT be provided. 
 
 

1st – 20th place will receive a ribbon. 
Grand Champion and Reserve Grand Champion will receive additional awards. 
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RABBIT DIVISION: 

Superintendent – TBA 
 Meat Pen Judge- Mary Jo Terry  
 Breeder Rabbit Judge-John Terry  

 
1. All general rules and regulations apply. 

 
2. All market show and sale rules and regulations apply. 

 
3. Rabbits must be the bona fide property of the exhibitor as of validation, and must be continuously fed 

and cared for by the exhibitor as a project under the supervision of an AST and/or CEA. In case of 
disqualification under this rule, other exhibitors shall, if qualified, be moved up on the list of winners.   
 

4. All meat pens must be validated. Meat pens must be in exhibitor’s possession by the date of validation. 
Validation will be in the month of January. Exact date to be determined. A cost of fifty (.50) cents per 
head will be charged for validation. 
 

5. Each exhibitor may enter up to, but not exceeding two (2) meat pens. 
a. A meat pen consists of three fryers of the same breed and variety, but does not all have to consists of 

the same sex. 
b. Rabbits will be weighed on the official show scales, and must weigh at least 3lbs 8oz (3 ½ lbs.), but not 

exceed more than 5lbs 8oz (5 ½ lbs.) at weigh-in.   
c. Rabbits must not be over 70 days old at the time of the show. 
d. Elimination of a meat pen disqualifies all animals within the pen, and no substitutions may be made. 
e. Meat pens will be eliminated if: 

i. More than one breed or variety is in the same pen. 
ii. Rabbit has defects such as blindness in either or both eyes, missing toes, missing or broken 

toenail, bobbed or broken tail. 
iii. Rabbit has any sickness or disease such as cysts, abscesses, ruptures, tumors, snuffles, matted 

eyes, mange, mites, fleas, malocclusion, or vent disease. 
 

6. Rabbits will be judged in accordance with American Rabbit Breeder’s Association’s (ARBA) Standard and 
Guide for Judging Meat Classes.  Judges will additionally refer to the appropriate Breed Standards, as they 
deem necessary. 
a. No oils, polishes, powders, or other products may be used which would cosmetically alter the 

rabbits’ naturally groomed appearance. 
b. Four main factors of judging: 

i. Meat Type (40%) – Rabbits should be compact, short, and well filled out with rounded, 
solid flesh.  Hindquarters are most important (thickness of), then loin (wide, deep loins), 
and finally shoulders (e=well-developed).   

ii. Condition (30%) – all three rabbits in the pen should be in prime condition 
iii. Uniformity (20%) – pen should reflect uniformity of weight, size, appearance, condition, 

meat type, and fur. 
iv. Fur (10%) – should conform to breed standards and be uniform on all three animals 

 
7. Exhibitors must have suitable carrying cages for their rabbits to and from show and validation, as well as 

while awaiting judging and weigh-in.  Cages/carriers must be wire bottomed with a solid bottom to 
prevent the spread of urine and feces.  Boxes, dog crates, pet taxis or crates are not acceptable or safe 
for transporting rabbits.   
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8. Exhibitors who have more than one meat pen place in the top ten and/or make sale, may only receive the 
highest placing trophy.  The only exception is if the exhibitor has both the Grand and Reserve Champion 
pens, then the exhibitor is entitled to receive both trophies.   

 
9. Awards:   

a. Top 18% of total entries will make sale.  Only one pen per exhibitor can be sold. 
b. Grand and Reserve Champions will receive trophies and jackets. 
c. Top 10 meat pens will receive trophies and donor awards. 
d. 11th – 20th will receive ribbons. 

 
 
Breeder Rabbit Division:   
 

10. All general rules and regulations apply. 
 

11. Rabbits must be the bona fide property of the exhibitor as of validation, and must be continuously fed 
and cared for by the exhibitor as a project under the supervision of an AST and/or CEA. In case of 
disqualification under this rule, other exhibitors shall, if qualified, be moved up on the list of winners.   

 
12. Each exhibitor may enter and show up to, but not exceeding three (3) breeder rabbits. 

a. Breeder rabbits do not require validation, Tattoo and breed must be listed at time of entry and will be 
checked at time of show.   

b. Two entries per class per exhibitor will be allowed in the Breeding Rabbit classes 
 

13. Breeding Rabbits entered in the rabbit division must be owned by exhibitor on or before December 10, 
2023.  
 
 

14. Animals will be divided into classes by breed and gender. Breeds include Californian, New Zealand, 
Holland Lop, Polish, Mini Rex, Mini Lop, Netherland Dwarf, Other Breed-4 and Other Breed-6 
 

15. Any breed with five(5) or more entries will have its own breed division. Any breed not meeting the 
five head minimum will be grouped in Other Breed-4 or Other Breed-6 division (see chart for specific 
breed list). 

 
16. Breeds not classified as otherwise noted in catalog will be classified as either Other Breeds 4-class or 

Other Breeds 6- class according to the ARBA guidelines.  
 

17. Only ARBA recognized breeds and varieties maybe shown in the Breeding Rabbit Division (see chart on 
pg. 36) 
 

18. Breeder rabbits will not be sold. 
 

19. Awards: 
a. Grand and Reserve Champions will receive trophies and donor awards. 
b. Top 10 meat pens will receive trophies and donor awards. 
c. 11th – 20th will receive ribbons. 
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Showmanship:   
20. Rabbits used for showmanship must be owned by exhibitor and entered in the show.  
 
21. Showmanship consists of a hands on demonstration of rabbit knowledge to a qualified showmanship 

judge.  Participants must: 
a. Demonstrate their ability to handle and care for their rabbits 
b. General knowledge of rabbits and rabbit anatomy 
c. Ratings will be compiled using the ARBA Rabbit Showmanship score card. 

 
22. Showmanship classes are as follows: 

d. Junior Division – exhibitors in 3rd – 5th grades 
e. Intermediate Division – exhibitors in 6th – 8th grades 
f. Senior Division – exhibitors in 9th – 12th grades 

 
23. Awards: 
 Division winners and runners up will receive awards 
 
24. Overall High point 4H and FFA members will be awarded trophies 

 
 

ARBA RECOGNIZED BREEDS Chart: 
 

BREED  Class  Breed  Class  Breed  Class 
Blue Holicer 4 Class Mini Satin 4 Class Giant Chinchilla 6 Class 

Harlequin 4 Class American Fuzzy Lop 4 Class French Lop  6 Class  
American Sable 4 Class Himalayan  4 Class Crème D’Argent 6 Class 
French Angora 4 Class Jersey Wooly  4 Class  Palomino 6 Class 

Lilac  4 Class  Britannia Petite 4 Class Champagne 
d’Argent 6 Class 

Silver Marten 4 Class Mini Lop 4 Class  Californian  6 Class 
Mini Rex 4 Class  Lionhead 4 Class Beveren  6 Class 

Netherland Dwarf  4 Class  Belgina Hare 4 Class New Zealand 6 Class 
English Spot 4 Class Holland Lop 4 Class Cinnamon 6 Class 

Polish  4 Class  Havana 4 Class American 
Chinchilla 6 Class 

Dutch  4 Class Rhinelander  4 Class Silver Fox  6 Class  
Satin Angora  4 Class English Angora 4 Class Satin 6 Class 
Dwarf Hotot 4 Class Silver 4 Class  English Lop  6 Class  

Rex 4 Class Flemish Giant  4 Class  Checkered Giant  6 Class  
Florida White  4 Class  Standard Chinchilla 4 Class Blanc De Hotot 6 Class  

Tan  4 Class  Dwarf Papillon 4 Class Argente Brun 6 Class 
Czech Frosty 4 Class    American 6 Class 
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BEEF HEIFER DIVISION: 

Superintendent – TBA 
Judge: Chad Oates    

1. All general rules and regulations apply. 

a. Ownership deadline is November 1. Registration papers will be required. No females born before 
September 1, 2024 can be entered. 

 
2. All heifers must be state validated in McLennan County in the moths of June or October. 

 
3. Entries are due December 10, 2026.   

 
4. Heifers will be split and shown by Division (American, British, Exotic) based on their registered breed 

designated at validation and on registration papers.  Percentage females must show in there 
respective divisions (ex. E6 is an ARB and shows in American Division, Shorthorn Plus is not a purebred and 
must show as an ORB, and fall in the Continental Division)  
 

5. Heifer Division Classification Guidelines  
▪ American  

● Grey Brahman 
● Red Brahman  
● Brangus  
● Red Brangus 
● Beefmaster  
● Simbrah  
● Santa Gertrudis  
● ARB- The Other Registered American Breed heifer show is open to heifers of Bos Indicus type, registered or 
issued a certificate of registry with a recognized breed association. These breeds include: Beefmaster E6 Certified 
(min 50% Beefmaster), Beefmaster Advancer, Braford, Braford F-1, Brahman Golden Certified F-1, Brahman 3/16, 
Brahmousin, Brangus Ultra Black, Brangus Ultra Red, Brangus Optimizer, Brangus Premium Gold, Brangus Built, 
Charbray, Gelbray, Simbrah (percentage), Simbranvieh and Santa Gertrudis Star 5. 
 

▪ British  
● Angus 
● Red Angus  
● Hereford  
● Polled Hereford 
● Shorthorn  
 

▪ Continental/ Exotic  
● Charolais  
● Chianina  
● Limousine  
● Maine- Anjou  
● Simmental  
● ORB- The Other Registered Breeds heifer show is open to heifers of Bos Taurus type, registered or issued a 
certificate of registry from a recognized breed association. These breeds include: Braunvieh, Braunvieh Beef 
Builder, Charolais (percentage), Chiangus (6.25% or greater show with Chi. Less than 6.25% show in ORB), 
Gelbvieh, Gelbvieh Bal¬ancer, Lim-Flex (Purple papered with less than 50% NALF), MainTainer, Pinzgauer, Red 
Angus (categories other than 1A), Shorthorn Plus, and Simmental (percentage)  
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6. Heifer Class Breaks   
a. Classes will be broken by birthday according to the Superintendents, there will be no single-
entry classes if at all possible.  
 

1. April 2026- After  
2. January 1, 2026- March 31, 2026 
3. October 1, 2025- December 31, 2025  
4. July 1, 2025- September 30, 2025  
5. April 1, 2025- June 30, 2025  
6. January 1, 2025- March 31, 2025  
7. September 1, 2024- December 31, 2024 

7. No Non-Registered crossbred heifer classes. 

8. No Dairy classes. 

9. Show committee may break classes equally based on total number entered. 

10. All cattle must be halter broken. Any animal that gets away from an exhibitor three (3) times will be 
disqualified and removed from the show ring. If an animal is disqualified after having been placed, the 
animals placing below will be moved up to fill the vacated position. 

11. Show order will be:  

a. American Division  
b. British Division  
c. Continental/ Exotic  
d. Overall Champion Drive 

 
12.  Heifer showmanship classes will follow the show. Showmanship will be divided into junior, 

intermediate, and senior divisions. Junior division will consist of exhibitors in grades 3-5. 
Intermediate division will consist of exhibitors in grades 6-8. Senior division will consist of 
exhibitors in grades 9-12. 
a. At the shows discretion the divisions can be split into heats based on numbers of entries to 

allow adequate ring space for exhibitors.   

1st – 10th place will receive a ribbon. 
Breed Champions, Reserve Breed Champions, Supreme Grand Champion and Reserve Grand Champion will 
receive additional awards. 
Showmanship winners will receive a belt buckle and runner-up will receive a plaque. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Updated 
2027 
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Agricultural Mechanics DIVISION: 
Superintendent – Hunter Heath  

Show Details:  
Entry Deadline: December 10th, 2026 
Arrival:  February 4th, Time: 10am  NOTE: ALL projects must be on show floor by 4PM 
Judging of Projects: February 5th   – Time: 8am   
Results & Awards: Immediately following completion of judging  
Release of Projects: All project must be removed from the premises by Friday evening February 5, 2027 

 
Division General Rules:  

1. Entry Fee: The entry fee for each project will be $25.00 per project.  
 

2. Individual/Group Entries: Projects may be individually, or group constructed. Entries must be made in the 
name of the FFA Chapter or 4-H Club. Entries must include only the name(s) of those who participated in 
the planning and construction of the project. Group projects are comprised of two (2) or a maximum of 
six (6) students.  

 
3. No exhibitor may be involved in the construction of more than 3 projects, whether group or individual. 

This does not limit the number of projects a chapter or club may enter. 
 

4. Eligible exhibitors are high school Agricultural Science Programs and 4-H members of McLennan County 
School Districts. 

 
5. FFA and 4-H members must have constructed projects as a part of their agricultural mechanics instruction 

in agricultural science, or as a part of their supervised work experience program. Projects must be 
designed and constructed under the direct supervision and guidance of the CEA/AST. 

 
6. Placement of the project will be at the discretion of show officials. Display space under shelter is NOT 

guaranteed. Off-Loading equipment is not guaranteed. Projects may be exhibited on trailer used for 
hauling.  

 
7. A project may be exhibited only one time at the McLennan County Jr. Agricultural Mechanics Project 

Show and must have been constructed within one calendar year of the exhibition date. 
 

8. All projects are to be identified with exhibitor number. Chapter/Club identification will be permitted.  
 

9. Any equipment, trailers etc. that will travel on public roads and highways must meet all Federal and State 
DOT Standards. Current Federal DOT Inspection stickers will be honored. Anything that does not have a 
current DOT Inspection sticker or that does not meet DOT Regulations will be subject to the judge’s 
discretion.  
 

10. Project finish & complete construction is required for all projects. If not, it will NOT be eligible for 
anything other than class or division placing  
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Updated  
2027

 
   

 

Updated  
2027

 
   

 

Updated  
2027

 
   

 

11. Documentation and Research: Documentation is required for all projects. If none, it will NOT be eligible 
for anything other than class & division placing. Documentation is considered a research portfolio and 
should not be constructed as a scrapbook. Can be paper or electronic.  
-Documentation and research must include the following components: 

a. Working Drawing – Must include a complete original (exhibitor drawn) plan(s) of the project 
constructed or CAD  

b. Bill of Materials (BOM) – Must include a list or description of material used to construct project. 
Total cost of construction must be included.  

c. Photographs – Show work in progress and should illustrate proper safety procedures including 
clothing, eye, and face shields, etc. Photographs should be sequenced in the order of 
constructing the project.  

 
12. Judges Selection: Judges will be selected by the Ag Mechanic Project Show Superintendent; judges will be 

familiar with all rules and regulations of the show. 
 

13. It is recommended that one member of the FFA Chapter/4-H Club be present at the time of judging to 
answer questions while project is being judged. Projects will be judged on the following criteria. 

Workmanship…………………………………………………. 35 points 
Knowledge Presentation…………………………………. 35 points 
Design………………….…………………………………………. 15 points  
Documentation………………………………………………. 5 points 
Safety……………………………………………..………………. 5 points 
Difficulty……………….…………………………………………. 5 points 

 
14. Late Entries – All entries are due December 10th , 2026. Entry forms received after December 11th will be 

charged a late fee of $60.00 per entry in addition to the original fee(s). Absolutely no entry forms will 
be accepted after December 26th. The entry fee(s) and late fee(s) must be submitted with entry form to 
the participant’s CEA or AST.  
 

15. All projects will be reviewed following arrival for classification & will be placed by the superintendent.  
 

16. In order to receive an entry card, each FFA Chapter and 4-H Club MUST turn in at least three thank you 
letters for sponsors.  
 

17. Release of Projects: All Ag Mechanic projects must be removed from the premises by Friday evening 
February 5, 2027. Projects are not allowed to be loaded or removed until ALL judging is completed. 
Updated 2027 

 
18. The students who built the project will be showing the project. Excluding extenuating circumstances.  
 
19. Arrival: ALL projects must be on show floor by 4PM on day of arrival.  

 

 
 

Divisions & Classes Section: 
Livestock Equipment Division: 

 1. Gates & Livestock Panels 
 2. Squeeze Chutes, restraining equipment, crowding, or working pens 

3. Trim chutes, blocking stands, livestock crates and head gates (Includes Electrical Livestock Equipment) 
4. Feeders – includes self and creep feeders – feeders/water troughs built from wood, steel, or concrete.  

Updated  
2027 



 

38  

 
Farm Machinery Division: 

5. Hay Handling Equipment – includes hay spears, single/double bale hay trailers, bale pickup equipment, etc.  
 6. Spraying Equipment – herbicides, insecticides, and other chemicals 
 7. Mounted or pull type tractor equipment & machinery 
 8. Hydraulic Equipment 
 9. Shop Equipment (Includes Electrical Shop Equipment) 
 10. Truck Accessories and Equipment 
 

Outdoor Cooking Division: 
11. Non-towable outdoor cooking devices – Fire Pits (Open Top Only) (If Fire Pit has a grill it will be moved to Class 12). 

12. Non-towable outdoor cooking devices – BBQ Pit Smokers/Grill, Fire Pit w/ Grill Top, Fish Cookers. 
 13. Tow-able outdoor cooking equipment (with lug bolts) – BBQ pits, smokers, grills 
 

Home Convenience Division: 
 14. Small Indoor furniture – (Less than 12 square feet) (Includes Home Electrical Equipment) 
 15. Large Indoor furniture – (More than 12 square feet) (Includes Home Electrical Equipment) 
 16. Lawn Furniture – (Swings, benches, chairs, yard tables) 
 17. Yard Convenience – (Picnic Tables, Planters, Wood racks, dog houses) 

18. Other Yard Conveniences – (Potting Sheds, Storage Bldgs., Greenhouses, Playground Equipment, Gazebos, etc.) 
 

Wildlife Division: 
 20. Feeding and Watering Equipment 

21. Traps and Capture Devices, Processing and Other Equipment {Includes Electrical Wildlife Equipment) 
               22.   Stands, Blinds  
 

Trailer Division:  
 23. 12’ & under bumper pull utility trailers 
 24. Over 12’ bumper pull utility trailers 
 25. Stock trailers (gooseneck & bumper bull) 
 26. Gooseneck and Flatbed/Implement Trailers – all lengths 
 27. Other trailers – welder trailers, etc. 
 

Horse Drawn Equipment Restoration: 
 28. Transportation 
 29. Farm & Ranch Equipment (plows, mowing machines, etc. 

 
Tractor Restoration Division:  

 30. Models from 1960 and earlier 
 31. Models from 1961 to 1995 
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*** The restoration division must have begun upon the completion of the 2025 McLennan County Jr. Livestock Show.  
 

        Judging System for Tractor Division: 
a. Mechanical………………………. 50 points 
b. Aesthetics………………………. 20 points 
c. Originality………………………. 10 points 
d. Safety Equipment……………. 10 points 
e. Documentation………………. 10 points 
TOTAL………………………………… 100 points 

 
● Mechanical – will include the restoration of engine, transmission, final drive, fuel system, cooling system, 

cranking, or starting system, charging system, hydraulic system, steering system, etc.  
 
 

● Aesthetics – will include overall appearance of the tractor. This includes workmanship and finish. Items to be 
considered include but are not limited to metal preparation, completeness of sheet metal, paint and finish, detail 
and completeness of components such as wheels, tires, steering wheels, seats, decals, instrument panels, wiring 
harness, etc.  

 
 

● Originality – will include paint color, fasteners, electrical systems, fuel systems, exhaust systems, mechanical 
systems, original unaltered serial plates, etc.  

 
● Safety Equipment – will include all equipment that was original to the tractor. It also includes the provision of 

drip pans containing floor absorbent to collect any liquids that may drip from the tractor during display. Fuel 
shutoff valves under all fuel tanks must be functional and tractors are to be exhibited with the valves closed. 
Tractor engines are to be started and run only at the request of judges or show officials. An ABC fire extinguisher 
must be provided with each tractor.  

 
● Documentation – must be typed or computer generated and is to include a one-page description of the overall 

restoration project, and expense report identifying all cost of restoration, photos showing before, during and 
after restoration that shows safe working environment, and a complete description of all mechanical work 
performed. All documentation must be displayed in a three-ring binder4, divided, and sequenced with a table of 
contents and page numbers.  

 
 
Awards Section: 

● Class Winners Awards: 1st, 2nd, & 3rd places of each class will be announced. 
 

● Division Champion Awards: 1st & 2nd place projects of each class will be judged for Division Champion and 
Reserve Division Champion. The winning projects will be awarded. 

 
● Overall, Champion Awards: Division Champions and Reserve Division Champions will be judged for Overall Grand 

Champion and Overall Reserve Grand Champion of Show.  
o Overall Grand Champion and Overall Reserve Grand Champion of show will each be awarded a banner. 

 
● Sweepstakes Awards: Awards will be awarded to the FFA Chapter/4-H Club that accumulates the most points 
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based on the number of entries with each placing and Division Champions and Reserve Division Champions.  
o 1st, 2nd & 3rd places will receive a banner. 

 
● Showmanship Award: Presented to school, club or individual selected as having presented the best public image. 

Judging of showmanship will take place from 8:00 a.m. until the completion of judging of all projects. Individual 
Champion Showmanship and Reserve Champion Showmanship banners will be awarded. Group Champion 
Showmanship and Reserve Champion Showmanship will be awarded.  
 

o Major considerations in the selection of showmanship winners are listed: 
a) Appropriate display and presentation of projects. 
b) Appropriate display of project plans and photographs. 
c) Housekeeping around project display. 
d) Appropriate dress. 
e) Conducive attitude and participation of exhibitors. 
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Ag Mechanics Market Place Competition Division  
Superintendent – Hunter Heath   

Show Details:  
Entry Deadline: December 10th, 2026 
Arrival:  February 4th, Time: 10am NOTE: ALL projects must be on show floor by 4PM 
Judging of Projects: February 5th – 8:00 a.m. 
Results & Awards: Immediately following completion of judging  
Sale of Champions:  Friday, February 5th, 2027 - 6:00 p.m. 
2027 Project Theme : Fire Pit 
Release of Projects: All project must be removed from the premises by Friday evening February 5, 2027 

 
Division General Rules:  

1. Entry Fee: The entry fee for each project is $50.00. Entries must be submitted on official entry form by the 
deadline date of December 10, 2026. NO LATE ENTRIES! 
 

2. Eligible Entries: The McLennan County Junior Livestock Show makes available to County Extension Agents and Ag 
Science Teachers of 4-H Clubs and FFA Chapters the opportunity to enter one (1) one Ag Mechanic Marketplace 
project. Entries must be submitted in the name of the 4-H Club or FFA Chapter. Contestants must be bona fide 
members of the 4-H Club and/or FFA Chapter. They must be enrolled in and attending public, private or home 
school elementary or secondary schools of McLennan County at the time of the event.  

 
3. Number of Entries: Each club or chapter may enter a maximum of one (1) project.  

 
4. Projects: Projects must have been constructed by FFA or 4-H members. Projects must be designed and 

constructed under the direct supervision of the CEA or AST. Projects are not eligible for the McLennan County 
Junior Livestock Ag Mechanic Show.  

 
5. Theme: Each year a project theme will be chosen for 4-H Clubs and FFA Chapters to follow. For example, the 

project theme for 2026 will be a Santa Maria Grill, project theme for 2027 will be TBA . The theme will be chosen 
each year by the superintendent of the show. The purpose of this theme is to allow all contestants to compete on 
the same playing field.  

 
6. The maximum dollar value that can be spent on each fire pit project shall not exceed $850.00. A Bill of 

Materials must be prepared and presented to the judging panel. 

 
7. Construction Date: All aspects of a project may be exhibited only one time at the McLennan County Ag Mechanic 

Marketplace Show and must have been completed within one calendar year of the exhibition date.  

 
8. Teams: Teams will be comprised of two (2) or a maximum of (4) four students. Teams are encouraged to be 

creative, innovative, but maintain the marketability of their project. Students competing in the Marketplace Show 
are still eligible to compete in the Ag Mechanic Project Show with a different project.  

 
9. Documentation: Each marketplace entry must have the following documentation.  

a. Product Summary and 5 High Quality Photographs. 
b. Marketing Flyer/Materials 
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10. Judges Selection: Judges will be selected by the Ag Mechanic Marketplace Superintendent; judges will 
be familiar with all rules and regulations.  
 

11. Auction: Only the Grand Champion Overall and Reserve Grand Champion Overall will be selected to sale in the 
Sale of Champions Auction on Friday, February 5th, 2027. The FFA advisor(s)/ 4-H Club Leaders are responsible to 
coordinate with the buyer to discuss pickup or delivery. The buyer will receive the purchased projects regardless 
of whether MCJLS is a premium auction. Updated 2027 

NO Silent Auction Bid Sheets will be allowed during the show and sale.   
a. Proceeds earned during the Sale of Champions will be made payable to the FFA Chapter/4-H Club, 

not an individual exhibitor.  
b. Proceeds earned may be used at the discretion of the FFA Advisor(s)/4-H Club Leader(s). Proceeds 

may be used for chapter/club travel expenses, scholarships, shop tools & supplies and/or materials 
needed for purchase of future Ag Mechanic Projects, etc. 

 
12. Exhibit Space: Projects will be displayed at the discretion of show officials. Display space under shelter is not 

guaranteed. 
 

13. Project Completeness: All projects must be complete including finish. Any item necessary for use of the project 
must be a part of the project.  

 
14. Teams are encouraged to be creative, innovative, but maintain the marketability of their project.  

 
15. Awards: Depending on the number of entries confirmed at the show, Grand Champion Overall, Reserve Grand 

Champion Overall will receive a banner.  
 

16. Arrival: ALL projects must be on show floor by 4PM on day of arrival.  
 

17. Release of Marketplace Projects: All Ag Mechanic Marketplace projects must be removed from the premises by 
Friday evening February 5, 2027, except for the Grand Champion Overall, Reserve Grand Champion Overall  

 
18. If a project is deemed unfit for sale at any time, it is at the discretion of the superintendent to be removed unless 

all issues are resolved before the sale.  
 

19. Construction parameters will be classified by show superintendent and an MCJLS show board member, who is not 
involved in Ag Mech. If these parameters are not met, judges will be notified and those projects will not be 
eligible for placing nor make sale. The students will still show the project as planned.  

 
20. The students who built the project will be showing the project. Excluding extenuating circumstances.  
 
 

 
 

NOTE: At least one team member is highly encouraged to be available to answer questions from the public or show 
officials including judges at all times. Teams are highly encouraged to have proper materials to market their project to 
any patrons or show officials at all times.  
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Fire Pit Construction Parameters 
The following parameters will be used when constructing the Fire Pit project. These parameters should be 
followed exactly as written and have ZERO tolerance: 

A) The maximum dollar value that can be spent on each project shall not exceed $850.00 

B) The students who built the project will show the project. Excluding extenuating circumstances. 

C) The defining feature of a Fire Pit is to SAFELY contain flame, radiate heat, and provide a 360 degree viewing 
experience. 

D) Specifications: Can be any combination of stone or metal that is rated for heat & outdoor use. 

E) Shape: Can be any shape while measurements are followed. 

F) Overall Size/Dimensions:  

1. NO MORE than 60” wide 
2. NO MORE than 36” tall from ground to top 
3. Must have 4 welded legs. NO wheels 
4. Must be of weight that can be easily moved onto a pickup or trailer by a group of students. 
5. Accessories that DO NOT affect overall dimensions/weight will be allowed. 
6. Removable cook surfaces will be allowed so long as it is within these parameters. 

NOTE: Construction parameters will be classified by show superintendent and an MCJLS show board member, 
who is not involved in Ag Mech. If these parameters are not met, judges will be notified and those projects will 
not be eligible for placing nor make sale. The students will still show the project as planned. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Updated 2027 
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Contest Format 
Project Workmanship/Quality…………………….50% 
Team Sales Presentation…………………………….35% 
Product Summary/Marketing Materials……...15% 

 
 

 
Team Sales Presentation – 35% 

1. The Product Summary and Marketing Materials will be use in the team sales presentation to “sell” the project 
entered to a panel of judges. 
 

2. The judges will act as a real customer which may include not buying the project. Participants will have to establish 
rapport with the judges and ask probing questions to ensure they meet the judge’s needs.  

 
3. The judges will utilize the Product Summary to prepare for the presentation conversation.  

 
4. Teams may use only the Product Summary and Marketing Flyer during the Team Sales Presentation. No slide 

shows, electronic presentations, videos, etc. may be used.  
 

5. All members of the team must be present, and all must participate. 
 

 
6. Teams should present themselves with a professional appearance.  
 
7. Teamwork and involvement of team members will be judged during the event. 

 
8. Teams should plan to accomplish the following tasks during the sales presentation. 

a. Introduce themselves to the customer in the opening of the presentation. 
b. Introduce the product to the customer.  
c. Point out the features of the product. 
d. Explain how the product will benefit the customer. Ask for the customers reaction to the product. 
e. The customer will object to some element of the sales presentation. Teams should try to overcome the 

objection (price, size, color, etc.) with a positive solution to the customers objection.  
f. The customer will also give the teams a chance to close the sale during the presentation. Ask for the 

business and be prepared to finalize the order.  
 

Product Summary/Marketing Materials – 15% 
1. Each team should develop two separate pieces of literature required: a product summary and a marketing flyer. 

These should have different information about your product. Examples of this literature can be given upon 
request.  

2. Product Summary Should Include the Following: 
a. Club/Chapter/School Name 
b. Product to be sold 
c. Statement of marketing situation 

1. Who is the customer? 
2. Why would the customer want the product? 
3. Who are the major competitors selling a similar product? 
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d. Features of the product 
e. Benefits of the product for the customer 
f. Market Value – This will also be used as the minimum bid for the project.  
g. Product Specifications: weight, size dimensions, maintenance requirements, weight ratings, etc. 
h. As a supplement to the Product Summary the team should include at least 3 to 5 photographs of the 

completed project to be used for the promotion of the project.  
3. Marketing Flyer: Each team will develop an 8.5” x 11” one or two-sided flyer promoting and detailing the product. 

Flyer should be designed to be utilized as an advertisement for and an overview of the product to be shared with 
customers.  

All literature will be turned in upon arrival at check in and teams should supply each judge a copy of the 
marketing flyer during the Sales Presentation.   
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Youth Fair  DIVISION: 
Superintendent – Lisa Hoelscher  

Show Details:  
Entry Deadline: December 10th, 2026 
Arrival:  February 1nd , Time: 12-2 pm  
Judging of Projects: February 1nd   – Time: 2-4 pm  
Public Viewing: February 1nd – Time: 5-6 pm 
Results & Awards: February 1nd – Time: 6 pm  
Release of Projects: All items can be picked up after awards, approx. 7:30 pm.  

 
Division General Rules. 
1. General rules of the McLennan County Jr. Livestock Show apply.  Exhibitors are required to familiarize themselves 
with the rules and regulations of the MCJLS.  Failure to abide by the rules set forth by the board of directors of the MCJLS 
will result in disqualification of the current show, withholding of any and all premiums, and possibly being banned from 
future shows. 

  
2. All entries must be submitted to the participant’s County Extension Agent, Agriculture Science Teacher, or FCCLA 
Advisor BY DECEMBER 10th preceding the McLennan County Junior Livestock Show.  Entries must be submitted on the 
recipe form attached to the Rules.  Late entries will not be accepted. 

 
3. An entry fee will be charged for each entry.  Entry fee is $5.  No refunds of entry fees will be made. 

 
4. The Youth Fair will open on Monday, February 1st at 12 pm.   All entries will be taken between 12 pm and 2 pm 
on Monday February 1st.  ** Photography entries do not need to be turned in. 

 
5. Judging for all categories will be conducted on Monday, February 1st  between 2 pm and 4 pm.  Public viewing 
will take place between 5 pm and 6 pm.   Items may be picked up after awards at approx. 7:30 pm. 

 
6. The awards will begin at 6 pm on Monday February 1st .   All Youth Fair entries must be picked up by the 
completion of the awards ceremony. 

 
7. No exhibitor, relative of exhibitor, or sponsor will be allowed to interfere in any way with the judges in the 
performance of their duties.  Any violation of this rule will disqualify the exhibitor. 

 
8. Judges will not award a prize to an unworthy exhibit.  The judges’ decision will be final. 

 
9. The acceptance and classification committee will accept only one entry in each class from each exhibitor.   

 
10. All articles and foods must have been made by the person entering them.   If at all possible, Ziploc bags are 
encouraged for food storage.  Please make sure the judges can gain entry to your baked good.  NO MIXES WILL BE 
ALLOWED, OR AS PART OF A RECIPE.  Premade pie crusts are acceptable in the Foods: Pie Division. 
 
11. FOOD ENTRIES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT A RECIPE.  RECIPES ARE TO BE WRITTEN/TYPED ON THE 
ENTRY FORM INCLUDED IN THE RULES AND SUBMITTED WITH THE FOOD ENTRY FORM BY DECEMBER 10TH.   The recipe 
form must include the name of the recipe, directions, and ingredients, and must be submitted with the FOOD ENTRY 
FORM.  

 
12. A Maximum of 3 Food and 3 arts/crafts entries per participant. 
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13. THERE IS NO REFRIGERATION FOR BAKED GOOD ENTRIES.  ENTRIES THAT REQUIRE REFRIGERATION SHOULD 
NOT BE ENTERED.   
 
14. Entries will be divided into Junior and Senior age divisions for Food, Arts & Crafts.  Junior division will consist of 
exhibitors in the 3rd through 8th grade.  Senior division will consist of exhibitors in 9th through 12th grade.  Photography 
entries will be divided into 4 age divisions: Clover Kids (K-Grade 2), Junior (Grades 3-5), Intermediate (Grades 6-8), 
Senior (Grades 9-12) 

 
15. An exhibitor must be regularly enrolled in an accredited public or private school in McLennan County of less than 
college level and must be 8 years old and in the 3rd grade or 9 years old, and not more than 19 years old on January 
1.  Home school students as defined by the State of Texas must reside in McLennan County.   ** Clover Kids must be 
enrolled in the 4-H Program (Photography Contest only). 

 
16. Exhibitors must be a member of 4-H, FFA, or FCCLA in McLennan County.   

 
17. McLennan County Youth Fair Committee has the authority to request a project visit and/or view an exhibit being 
entered in the youth fair at any time. 

 
18. Every precaution will be taken to protect all articles entered, but in no case will the McLennan County Junior 
Livestock Show or the Extraco Events Center be responsible for loss, damage, theft, breakage, or for any other form of the 
loss.  It is understood upon entry that in no case will the Extraco Events Center or the McLennan County Junior Livestock 
Show, its directors, officers, judges, or employees be held responsible for any loss, damages, or injury of and character to 
any person, article, animal, or vehicle while participating in the Youth Fair. 

 
19. PREMIUMS: Ribbons will be awarded. 

First - Blue Ribbon 
Second - Red Ribbon 
Third - White Ribbon 
Fourth - Pink Ribbon 
Fifth - Yellow Ribbon 

20. The Grand and Reserve Champion in all food categories will be awarded.   All 1st – 3rd place food items will 
be eligible to be sold in the Country Store.  Grand and Reserve Champion Arts & Crafts items will be 
eligible to be sold in the Country Store. 
 

21. If there are less than 3 items in a category, then no Grand Champion will be selected. 
 

22. During the judging, the name of the exhibitor will not be displayed. 
 
23. All food items need to be removed Monday by the completion of the awards ceremony.  Food entries 
being entered in the Country Store will need to be remade and brought to the Country Store location Friday, 
February 5th (5:30 pm).  

 
24. All protests must be in writing and accompanied by a deposit of $250.00 in cash, which will be forfeited if 
protest is not sustained.  Such protest must state plainly the case of complaint, or appeal, and must be delivered 
to management by an agriculture science teacher or county extension agent. 
 
25. All entries in the food, sewing & textile crafts, art, photography, and creative arts categories must have 
been made within the current show year or between the previous year’s McLennan County Junior Livestock Show 
and the current year’s show. 
 
26.  Please direct questions to Junior Youth Fair Superintendent, Lisa Hoelscher, 254-715-1938 or 
lisa.hoelscher@yahoo.com 

mailto:lisa.hoelscher@yahoo.com
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2027 MCLENNAN COUNTY JUNIOR YOUTH FAIR COUNTRY STORE 

 
TIME:  Friday, February 5th, 6:30 pm – 9:00 pm 

A Country Store will be held during the McLennan County Junior Livestock Show Sale of Champions to provide 
participants in the Foods  and Arts & Crafts Division an opportunity to sell their baked goods and 
arts/crafts.  Participation is voluntary and will be determined by the exhibitor at check-in.  No Food Entries will be 
eligible for the Sale of Champions. 

 
SPECIAL RULES 

1.   All foods and arts/crafts eligible for the Country Store must meet the special rules listed in the JUNIOR 
YOUTH FAIR RULES AND REGULATIONS.  Exhibitors may enter for sale only items that have been judged in the 
Foods  and Arts & Crafts Divisions.  Only food items placing 1st – 3rd and Arts & Crafts placing Grand or Reserve 
Champion will be sold. 
 

2. Exhibitor will be asked to indicate on Thursday, February 10th if they choose to sell a food item in the Country 
Store if qualified. 

 
1. The following floor prices have been established for food items.  PURCHASER MAY PAY MORE IF DESIRED.  

Add-ons will be accepted on Country Store items. 
           - Grand Champion       -     $100.00 
  - Reserve Champion    -     $50.00 
  - All other 1st, 2nd, 3rd Entries in the Country Store    -   $25.00 
 

******The above floor prices will be guaranteed to the participants.  All items in the Country Store must sell.  
If a buyer does not pay the floor price or an item does not sell, half of the $5.00 entry fee money will be 
utilized to pay for these items. 
 
2.  No exhibitor selling an animal in the Sale of Champions may sell any items in the Country Store. 

 
3. Rule 2.6 and 2.7 of the Rules and Regulations for Market Division and Sale apply to Youth Fair. 
 
4. Grand Champion or Reserve Champion Baked Good may be pulled from the Country Store to sell an 

eligible livestock entry. 
 

5. No sale money will be distributed until after March 20, or when all money has been received from the 
buyer.   

 
6. The McLennan County Youth Fair will not be held responsible for the desirability of food items purchased 

at the Country Store. 
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MCJLS PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST  Rules & Guidelines 

RESOURCES  
• An extensive list of resources can be found on the Texas 4-H Photography Project page:  

o http://texas4-h.tamu.edu/projects/photography-video/   
IMPORTANT DATES  

December 10th  - Entry Forms Due to extension office  
January 9th - Photos Due to extension office  

January 12th – January 30th – Digital photos will be sent off for judging  
February 2nd – Photography placings will be announced at MCJLS  

ENTRY FEES  
• $5 per photo  
• Students not enrolled in 4-H will now have the option to enroll at the time of registration for the photography 

contest. Students who choose to enroll will pay $32 for their first photo and enrollment fee, and $2 per photo 
after that.  

4-H ENROLLMENT  
• Students will now have the option to enroll in 4-H at the time of registration for the photography contest!  
• This will allow students to have their photographs submitted and judged at the District and State 4-H 

levels, as well as open doors for more exciting opportunities! 

CONTEST RULES AND GUIDELINES  
PLEASE READ ALL RULES AND GUIDELINES. PHOTOS NOT ADHERING TO GUIDELINES WILL NOT BE JUDGED.  

1. Age Divisions. Age divisions are determined by a participant’s grade as of August 31, 2024 as follows:  
Division Grades  

• Clovers Kinder, 1st, 2nd grade (*will not be entered into District 4-H)  
• Junior 3*, 4, or 5 *Must be at least 8 years old  
• Intermediate 6, 7, or 8  
• Senior 9, 10, 11, or 12* *Must not be older than 18 years old  

2. Eligibility of Photos. All photographs must have been taken by the 4-H members between the dates of last year’s 
contest and time of entry. Photos may be submitted only one time and in only one category.  

3. Alteration of Photos. Although slight computer enhanced photos are allowed, such as crop, trimming, adjusting 
lighting, and red eye reduction; substantially altered photography, such as changing colors or applying design 
styles, using computer graphics will disqualify an entry. Any other alteration, manipulation, edits to a photo 
would require the photo to be entered into the Enhanced category.  

4. Text on Photographs. Photographs MUST NOT contain camera or user placed text. This includes such things as 
date stamps, comments, or titles. Text or wording that is part of the photograph (i.e. photo of a street sign, etc.) 
is acceptable.  

5. Format of Photograph. All photographs will be digitally submitted, judged, and exhibited. Photographs must be 
in a .jpeg format!  

6. Size of Photographs. One of the most important aspects of the photography project is learning about camera 
settings, photography ratios, and photo resolution. Volunteer leaders and 4-H members are encouraged to 
include a lesson on this topic in their project experiences.  

• File Size: Photo must be a minimum of 1MB and a maximum of 10MB.  
• Tips: Upload the highest resolution possible. Review your photo at 100% size before uploading  

7. Photo Submissions . All photo submissions and appropriate paperwork should be emailed to 
dana.gerick@ag.tamu.edu  and madeline.makovy@ag.tamu.edu   

8. Original Work of Student. Entry must be the original photographic work of the student and not a photo taken by 
family members, other students, or secured from any other printed/electronic source. Any photo proven to be 
found as not original work will result in disqualification of ALL the student’s entries into the Photography 
Contest.  

http://texas4-h.tamu.edu/projects/photography-video/
mailto:dana.gerick@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:madeline.makovy@ag.tamu.edu
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9. Content. Photos that are deemed obscene, vulgar, sexually oriented, hateful, threatening, or otherwise violate 
any laws are strictly prohibited. The McLennan County Junior Livestock Show reserves the right to refuse 
inappropriate or unsuitable entries.  

10. Copyright. The McLennan County Livestock Show respects the rights related to copyright laws and intellectual 
property. All photos should be based on a participant’s original photograph. Use of a photo from other 
sources/people without permission is not allowed.  

11. Model and Property Releases. It is required that each participant have sufficient permission granted to both the 
photographer and the McLennan County Junior Livestock Show to publish and use as needed any recognizable 
locations or people photographed. Documentation should be retained by the participant and be available upon 
request from MCJLS. 

12. Disqualification of an Entry. An entry that does not follow the rules or category guidelines will automatically 
be disqualified. Disqualifications forfeit all entry fees. A general notice specifying reason(s) for disqualification 
will be returned to the county. Reasons for disqualification:  
• Broken content rule. This includes inappropriate or unsuitable content.  
• Broken copyright rule. Photo is not the work of the 4-Hmember.  
• Broken display and future rights usage rule.  
• Broken model and property release rule.  
• Does not meet category criteria, rules, or guidelines. (see category descriptions) o Multiple county entries 

into a category.  
• One photo entered into multiple categories.  
• County did not select/certify photograph to represent county by the deadline.  
• Entry fee not paid, or only partial fee paid.  
• Extremely poor quality/resolution.  
• Manipulation of photo beyond what is allowed.  
• Photograph does not meet the minimum resolution or size.  

13. Judging & Awards. Each photograph will be evaluated against a set of judging criteria. Based on total points 
awarded for each photograph, the participant will be awarded either a blue, red, or a white ribbon. See Contest 
Judging Criteria. Judges will determine the point values and all decisions are final.  
Age Division Best of Show. Best of Show awards will be given to one photo in each age division. The Champion 
photo from each category will be considered for the Best of Show award.  

14. Announcement of Results. Results will be posted after the judging to County Extension Agents, Ag Science 
teachers, participants and/or parents. All photos will be on display at the Country Store during the McLennan 
County Junior Livestock Show. 
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2027 MCLENNAN COUNTY JUNIOR YOUTH FAIR Categories and Classes 
 
Food Category 
 

Breads Division 
• Yeast Bread/ Yeast Rolls (12 per entry) (Coffee cake, 
sweet rolls, Kolaches) 
• Quick Bread  
• Muffins (12 per entry) 
• Biscuits (12 per entry) 
• Other (may include machine bread) 

 
Cookie Division (12 cookies per entry) 

• Chocolate Chip Cookies 
• Drop Cookies 
• Brownies/Bar Cookies 
• Rolled Cookies (rolled out/cookie cutter or rolled by 
hand into balls) 
• Other Cookies 

 
Candy Division (12 candies per entry) 

• Divinity 
• Fudge 
• Brittle (any kind of brittle candy) 
• Other Candy 

 
Cake Division 

• Bundt/Pound Cake 
• Layer Cake 
• Cupcakes/Cake Pops/Cake Balls (12 per entry) 
• Sheet Cake 
• Other Cakes 

 
Pies, Fried Pies & Cobbler Division (12 fried pies per 
entry) 

• Nut/Pecan (pies and cobblers with any nuts) 
• Fruit (pies and cobblers with any fruit or fruit juice) 
• Other (pies and cobblers without nuts, fruit, or fruit 
juice) 
 

 

Arts & Crafts Category 
 

Sewing & Textile Crafts Division 
• Embroidery/Cross Stitch 
• Crochet 
• Knitting 
• Quilting (items must be completed and include 
quilting) 
• Pillows 
• Fabric Toys/Dolls/Stuffed Animals 
• Sewn Clothing Items 
• Sewn Accessories 
• Other Textile Crafts/Felting/Decorated Items/Sewn 
Items 

 
 
Creative Arts Division 

• Floral Designs 
• Wreaths (non-floral) 
• Leather Items 
• Jewelry 
• Themed Décor (Holiday, Texas) 
• Furniture 
• Planters 
• Ceramics 
• Other Crafts (Models/Lego) 

 
Art Division    

• Acrylic 
• Other Paintings (Watercolor/Tempera/Oil) 
• Ink     
• Graphite Pencil 
• Colored Pencil 
• Markers 
• Pastels/Charcoal 
• Mixed Media    
• Posters (Educational/Other) 
• Sculptures-metal, wood, paper, clay 
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Photography Contest 
 
Photography Category – Detailed descriptions of categories are included in the Photography rulebook. 
All photos will be digitally submitted, judged and exhibited. 
 
Clover/Junior Categories 

1. Animals – Domestic 
2. Animals – Wildlife 
3. Plant/Flora 
4. Landscape/Nature 
5. People 

 
Intermediate Categories 

1. Animals – Domestic 
2. Animals – Wildlife 
3. Plant/Flora 
4. Landscape/Nature 
5. People 
6. Details & Macro 
7. Elements of Design 
8. Catch All 

 
Senior Categories 

1. Animals – Domestic 
2. Animals – Wildlife 
3. Plant/Flora 
4. Landscape/Nature 
5. People 
6. Details & Macro 
7. Elements of Design 
8. Catch All 
9. Food 
10. Motion/Action 
11. Long Exposure 
12. Shadow/Silhouette 
13. Enhanced 
14. Theme 
15. Leading Line 
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MCJLS PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST  
Description of Categories  

It is extremely important that participants, project leaders, parents, teachers, and county Extension agents 
review the descriptions of each category very carefully. Please do not enter photographs into categories that 
are duplicates from other categories or ones that do not clearly meet the category description. Photographs that 
do not meet the description of the category will be disqualified. 

Category Description What is NOT Allowed Examples 
ANIMALS - DOMESTIC 
Photos focusing on the various animals that have been 
tamed and made fit for a human environment. To be 
considered domesticated, the animal must have their 
behavior, life cycle, or physiology systemically altered as 
a result of being under human control for many 
generations. 

 ● Chickens 
● Cows 
● Dogs/Cats 
● Geese/Ducks (domestic use) 
● Hamsters 
● Horses 
● Pigs 
● Sheep/Goats 

ANIMALS - WILDLIFE 
Category focuses on animals not tamed or domesticated 
and commonly found in the wilderness or the bodies of 
water throughout the country and world. Photos can be 
of wildlife in nature, zoos, and/or petting zoos. 

Photos taken through glass. • Birds 
• Deer 
• Elephants 
• Snakes 
• Whales 

CATCH-ALL 
Photos that do not fit into one of the other categories.  

Not allowed: A duplicate photo 
also entered in another category. 

● Polaroid image & emulsion 
transfers  

● Still-Life (inanimate objects) 
● Flat Lay Photography  

DETAILS & MACRO 
Getting in close is the name of the game for this 
category. We welcome pictures of small details that 
suggest a larger story. This is also the place for macro 
photographs (although a macro image of a flower might 
equally go into the Flowers category). 

 ● Clocks 
● Coins 
● Ice crystals 
● Insects 
● Stamps 

DOMINANT COLOR 
Photos with a dominant color. The dominant element in 
the image must be a specific color, such as red, yellow, 
blue, white, black, white, green, etc. 

Black & White photos and 
duotones. 

Bowl of lemons, in a yellow bowl, 
on top of a yellow table covering, 
with a bright yellow tone sunlight 
on it. 

ELEMENTS OF DESIGN 
Images use of graphic elements of design. Photos that 
showcase line, shape, pattern, form, texture, 
perspective, etc. Photo can consist of any subject matter. 

Digital creations or graphic designs 
made in commercial programs such 

as Photoshop, InDesign, or 
Illustrator. 

● Line 
● Pattern 
● Perspective 
● Shape 

ENHANCED 
A single photo that has been technically manipulated to 
be an abstract, panoramic, stitched, or composite 
image. Other variations are allowed as well. 

 ● Photoshop composites 
and creations 

● Images greatly manipulated 
with a variety of filters. 

● Photos with artistic borders 
Photos stitched into a 
panoramic 

FOOD 
Category is a still life specialization of photography, 
aimed at producing attractive photographs of food 
for use in such items of advertisements, packaging, 
menus and/or cookbooks. 

Photos of alcoholic beverages. ● Cakes/pies, Easter eggs, fruits 
and place settings, ingredients, 
sandwiches, Thanksgiving 
dinner, etc. 
 

MOTION/ACTION  
The capture of movement within a single photo. The 
subject appears stopped or “frozen” 

 ● Ferris wheel spinning,  
● sporting events,  
● horse running across a field,  

etc 
LANDSCAPE & NATURE (NON-ANIMAL) 
The focus of this category includes landscapes, outdoor 
scenic, nature images, sunsets, urban landscapes, 
seascapes, cityscapes, and farms. Images focus on the 
beauty of the outdoors. 

Photos which primary subject is 
wildlife or person 

● Landscapes/Gardens 
● Scenic 
● Outdoors 
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LEADING LINE  
This image composition technique features lines that 
draw the viewer’s eye from point A to point B, which is 
the primary subject 

 ● A river that begins in the 
foreground and draws your 
attention to a photogenic bridge 
in the background. 

LONG EXPOSURE  
Also known as time-exposure or slow-shutter, this 
technique involves using a long-duration shutter speed. 
It can be used to sharply capture stationary elements of 
an image while blurring, smearing, or obscuring the 
moving elements. It is also used in low-light conditions. 
 

 ● Fireworks 
● Moving Water  
● Light Trails  
● Milky Way 
● Light Painting 
● Night or Low-light conditions 
● Etc. 

PEOPLE 
Photos focus from all walks of life, parenting and family, 
children, babies, models/fashion, sports, and couples. 
All individuals in the photos mush have provided 
consent and permission as a subject. If requested, a 
release will be needed from the photographer and the 
subject. 

 ● Babies 
● Families 
● Kids 
● Models/Fashion 

PLANT/FLORA 
Photos of interesting, unique, and beautiful flowers and 
flora. Photography can occur outdoors or indoors. 
Photo subject should be that of a single flower, plant, 
bush, tree, etc. Large collections of plant/flora should 
be considered for entry into the Nature & Landscape 
category. 

 ● Rose 
● An upward shot of a tree 
● A flower bouquet 

REFLECTIONS 
Focus on capturing reflections in various environments, 
such as water, mirrors, glass, or metallic surfaces. 
Highlight the symmetry and intriguing visual effects 
that reflections create, from serene landscapes 
mirrored in a lake to bustling cityscapes in puddles or 
building facades 

  

SHADOW/SILHOUETTE 
A silhouette is an outline that appears dark (typically a 
single color) with little or no details/features against a 
brighter background. Recording patterns of light and 
shade for a desired effect or emphasis is the definition 
of a shadow. The silhouette or shadow must be the 
primary subject and focus of the image. 

Reflections ● Shadows/silhouettes of: 
• People 
• Plants 
• Animals 
• Structures 
• Architectures 
• Natural Structures 

TRANSPORTATION 
Capture the essence of travel. From bustling city streets 
with cars and buses to serene rural scenes featuring 
bicycles and boats, this category celebrates the 
diversity of transportation methods that connect and 
move us through life. 

 ● Bustling urban streets,  
● Serene bicycle paths,  
● Busy waterways,  
● Trains,  
● Single vehicles,  
● And even rockets 

THEME- The 2025-2026 theme is “Volunteers in 
Action”. Showcase images that showcase Volunteers in 
Action  

Photos manipulated by software ●  
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OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS FOR THE 2027 SHOW YEAR 
 

PRESIDENT: FAITH HAMMERMEISTER 
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT: RANDY SOLBERG 

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT:  Misty Groschke  
SECRETARY: KEVIN GIBBS 

TREASURER: CATHY WOOD 
 
 
 

         

 
Members with Terms Expiring in 2027: 
Michael Allen                                Shanna Weithorn                            Kevin Gibbs                                             
Rick Hines                Jolee Meurer                                   Cathy Wood                      
David Wren                                   Brian Frankum                                                                      

 
Members with Terms Expiring in 2028: 
Trent DeLeon                             Jody Wood       Whit Weems                            
Pam Hanson                              Faith Hammermeister                    Craig Maultsby 

  Matt Richardson                       Sean Sammon                              
                                         

Members with Terms Expiring in 2029: 
Tina Gardner                              Misty Groschke                                  Steve Lewis                               
Anthony Meurer             Alex Mynarcik                 Sarah Scott 

 Randy Solberg                             Annette Elliott                               Kevin Wunderlich 
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McLennan County Jr. Livestock Show  2027 Schedule   
 Monday Feb. 1st    Tuesday Feb.  2nd  Wednesday Feb 3rd   Thursday Feb. 4th   Friday Feb. 5th  

      

5:00 a.m.  Barn opens Barn opens Barn opens  

6:30 a.m.    Poultry check in  

7:00 a.m.    Poultry Show  
 

 

8:00 a.m. 
Meat Rabbit 

Weigh in & check 
in    

   
Ag Mech Contest  

Judging  

9:00 a.m. 

Rabbit Show 
Ag Mech Market 

Place Arrival 9-
12pm 

Market Goat 
Show Market Steer Show 

Heifer Check In  

  

10:00 a.m. 
 Breeder Rabbit 

Show & 
Showmanship 

  
 

11:00 a.m.      

12:00 p.m. 

Sheep & Goat 
Arrival 

Youth Fair Check 
in (12-2pm) 

Steer & Heifer 
Arrival Heifer Show  

Swine Arrival Market Swine Show 

 

1:00 p.m. Ag Mech Market 
Place Contest  Market Sheep Show     

2:00 p.m.      
3:00 p.m.      
4:00 p.m.   Ag Mech Projects 

must be in place  
  

5:00 p.m. Youth Fair Public 
Viewing  

   Exhibitor Meal 
(5:30pm)  

6:00 p.m. 

Youth Fair Awards  
 

All Sheep Cards 
due (4-6pm) 

 
Goat Weight 

Cards Due  
(4-6pm)  

 
Sheep 

Classification 
6:30pm 

Steer Weight Cards 
Due (4-6pm) 

Hair Check 6pm  
 

Heifer Check In 
(5-6pm)  

Swine Weight Cards 
Due (4-6pm)  

Sale of Champions 
in BASE  

(6:30 pm) 

11:30 p.m. Barns Close  Barns Close  Barns Close  Barns Close  
Notes:   

•  Monday - only Rabbits, youth fair, & Ag Market Place will be allowed in before noon, anyone in 
the back marking pens or space is subject to DQ.  

• General Ag Mech can arrive anytime Monday 12pm to Wednesday 4pm. 
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