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IPM AUDIO UPDATES 
To catch my IPM Audio Updates 
recorded weekly, you can sign up at: 
Rolling Plains/West Texas IPM Audio 
Updates or click on the QR code below 
and receive notifications by text when 
one has been recorded and then listen to 
it whenever you wish. This is a very 
brief update about what I am finding 
around St. Lawrence both pest and crop 
wise along with what I expect to see in 
the near future. 

 The past week has really hit this crop hard. You 
could almost see it change overnight as the blooms 
raced up the plant and fields began to start wilting, 
showing signs of stress much earlier in the day. This is 
despite having average temperatures during these past 
two weeks. Rainfall has been our biggest limiting factor 
with it being over 3 weeks since our last rain; some 
folks missed out on that one. Soils are depleted, 
however, plants are still hanging on. A lot of this crop is 
loaded up and hanging on. Both dryland and irrigated 
have set a lot of fruit this year. As of now, we have not 
seen much shed yet. We have fields that have 
completely cut-out and bloomed out the top, mostly 
dryland, but a couple of irrigated fields as well. A good 
bit of this irrigated cotton is sitting at 5-6 NAWF. This 
will put these fields finishing up right at the final bloom 
date of Aug. 28th - 29th. There are still a lot of dryland 
fields and fields with very salty water that have not 
bloomed or have just started. These fields are going to 
need some help with the weather this fall.
 It is that time of year when 
stink bugs start to rear their ugly 
head. It appears like this could be a 
year with more significant stinkbug 
pressure, although, I am not finding 
a large number out there, it is quite 
easy to find damaged bolls. For some 
reason, they tend to show up east of 
Garden City every year before we 
see them anywhere else. Like clock 
work, they are there and fields have 
already been treated in these areas. 
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          I have found spots in fields with anywhere from 30-50% punctured bolls. I have also 
found 5-20% in fields scattered throughout all of Glasscock, Reagan and Upton counties. I 
highly suggest you get out and check your fields, split bolls, and shake plants. Aphids 
continue to be variable in several locations, continue to be aware of the possibility of 
aphids. Fortunately, many folks choose to use Bidrin for stinkbugs, and you can also get 
aphid control with this application. 

COTTON CONT'D 

CORN and SORGHUM 
 Obviously, both corn and sorghum are finished, except for being cut. We have two 
very different results with these crops. Most of the corn looks pretty good this year. We 
have had some of the best weather during pollination than we have had in years and it 
shows in ear size and in how well the ears filled out. Earworm pressure was very low 
and where we did have some feeding the BT technology took care of the worms quickly. 
Sorghum, on the other hand, has been a disappointment, with most fields being dryland 
having burnt up this season. The few irrigated fields we have are alright, and other than 
early in the season, worms have not been an issue. Sorghum aphids have now shown up 
and are building in many fields , although they are no longer an economical pest, 
however, care should be taken to make sure they do not produce enough honey dew to 
cause harvest issues. 
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