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August 2026 

Sutton County Agriculture/Horticulture Newsletter 

Extension programs serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.  

The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating. 

Ranch Monitoring Workshop-  August 26th at the Sutton County Civic Center.  

Integrated pest management considers parasite life cycle, strategic use of treatment products, and limiting or scheduling higher risk 
management practices to reduce the impact of NWS to livestock operations. For producers with fiber-producing livestock (wool 
sheep and hair goats), shearing poses a risk, enhancing the need for diligence in observation and treatment. 
 
Virtual Fencing Systems– Tyler Chesshir, Chesshir Cattle Company 
Discussion of the virtual fencing technology, associated costs, benefits, and obstacles as well as applications for herd management. 
 
Drone Monitoring wildlife/livestock for NWS— Trenton Mcneil, USDA-APHIS 
 Presentation on herd surveillance with drone technology. Objectives, data collection, benefits and shortcomings  
 
Buck/Ram Breeding Soundness Evaluation and Health Check– Dr. Jake Thorne, Texas Sheep & Goat Specialist 
With breeding season upon us, a discussion regarding conducting health checks and breeding soundness exams as well as internal 
parasite screening, body condition scoring, etc. to assess the herd for the breeding season. 
  
Flood Insurance Considerations- 
 Flooding is the most common natural disaster, and potentially one of the biggest threats to the home or business. Review the pros 
and cons of FEMA’s National Flood Insurance Program and private flood insurance. 
 
Breeding Seasons and The Market - Dr. Jake Thorne, Texas Sheep & Goat Specialist 
The timing of breeding and birthing may be adjusted to cooler times to limit the risk of NWS, but can pose challenges with seasonali-
ty of breeding, dam nutrition, and predation (especially for sheep and goats). Discussion of the several market opportunities through-
out the year and any effect from altering lambing/kidding. 
 
Onsite registration is at 8:30 a.m., the program will begin at 9:00 a.m.  
 

$25 SINGLE/$40 COUPLE BY AUGUST 21st ORŸ $30 SINGLE/$50 COUPLE AT THE DOOR.  

The fee covers program materials, refreshments and lunch.  
 
FMI or to register, call the Sutton County Extension Office at (325) 387-3101 or any of the participating counties. 
 
Make checks payable to  
SUTTON AG PROGRAM FUND; 
Mail to P.O. Box 1047  
Sonora, Texas 76950 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brought to you by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 
Sutton , Edwards, Schleicher, & Crockett Counties 

 
 

If you are interested in attending this program and require auxiliary aid, please contact the Sutton County Extension Office at 325-
387-3101 to discuss your needs.  

2 Texas Department of Agriculture 

continuing education units (CEUs) 

are available for those with a pes-

ticide applicator license. 
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Disaster Programs For Agricultural Flood Damage 
If you are a land/livestock manager who suffered agricultural flood damage, be aware of possible 
disaster programs which may be able to help with losses. We’ll give a few highlights. 
 
Individuals, landowners, and businesses can self-report damages utilizing the iSTAT reporting tool 
administered by the Texas Division of Emergency Management at https://
damage.tdem.texas.gov/. Choose the “July 12th Severe Weather” link. 
 
Ag producers can report their damage by answering the form prompts. To generate the specific 
agricultural reporting section, check the box indicating agricultural damage in the main iSTAT por-
tal. This will prompt producers to input further agricultural information including: 
 
• Do your damages include agricultural losses?  
• What type of agricultural property has damages? 
• What type of agricultural losses do you have?  
• What is the estimated total of agricultural losses? 
 
This is NOT a request for reimbursement, and it is NOT an application for financial assistance. 
This is a tool used for preliminary damage assessment used by the Texas Division of Emergency 
Management (TDEM) to: 
 
Collect information about damage to property (homes, businesses, etc.). 
Help local and state officials understand the extent of the damage. 
Support the state's request for additional disaster assistance. 
 
A source of possible funding is the STAR Fund, https://texasagriculture.gov/.../STAR-Fund/Severe
-Weather. 
 
To qualify for eligibility, the applicant's county must be included in either a declaration of disaster 
by the Governor of Texas or a declaration of agricultural emergency by the Texas Commissioner 
of Agriculture. After which, they have 90 days from the date of either proclamation to turn in an ap-
plication. Applicants should submit documentation for agricultural-related expenses not paid for by 
insurance or other governmental sources for costs directly related to rebuilding from the natural 
disaster. Applicants must demonstrate that expenses incurred were related to agricultural produc-
tion and directly caused by the disaster. 
 
Producers should also be aware of the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), administered by 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA). It provides emergency 
funding and technical assistance to ranchers to rehabilitate land and conservation structures dam-
aged by natural disasters. Among other things, the program funds restoring fences, gates, etc. on 
agricultural land. Document damage with dated photographs, videos and third-party verification.   
 
There is also the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) which provides benefits for livestock deaths 
above normal mortality caused by adverse weather. LIP payments are equal to 75% of the aver-
age fair market value of the livestock. For more information about FSA disaster programs, contact 
our local FSA office at (325) 853-5025. 

Current Topics 

https://damage.tdem.texas.gov/
https://damage.tdem.texas.gov/
https://texasagriculture.gov/Home/Production-Agriculture/Disaster-Assistance/STAR-Fund/Severe-Weather?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEweG5KYURoOVBrWmNLa2xCSAEe3Ht_TaLx7CH4RHthsO_fvadwx2ZlgJSj05bnefjI7n04lAVXVaZVd903qz4_aem_I3xyuyX3a0oxkEkEodpUYA
https://texasagriculture.gov/Home/Production-Agriculture/Disaster-Assistance/STAR-Fund/Severe-Weather?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEweG5KYURoOVBrWmNLa2xCSAEe3Ht_TaLx7CH4RHthsO_fvadwx2ZlgJSj05bnefjI7n04lAVXVaZVd903qz4_aem_I3xyuyX3a0oxkEkEodpUYA
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Parting Thoughts........ About success 
 
 
"Success doesn't come to you go to it." Marva Collins  
 
“Successful people begin where failures leave off. Never settle for ‘just getting the job done.’ Excel!” —Tom Hopkins 
 
"The difference between a successful person and others is not a lack of strength, not a lack of knowledge, but rather in a lack of 
will." Vincent T. Lombardi  

Pascual Hernandez 

Sutton County Extension Agent 

Phone: 325-387-3101 

E-mail: p-hernandez@tamu.edu 

August Horticulture Tips 

Plant:  
• Plant wildflower seeds toward the end of 

the month.  Plant seeds in well prepared 
soil, ½  inch deep, and water thoroughly. 
Keep grass out of the area where the 
seeds are planted.  If you are planting 
bluebonnet seed, they must germinate in 
late summer or early fall, develop a good root system and 
be ready to grow in spring when the weather warms. 

 
• Warm season grass seed can still be planted during the 

month of August.  Be sure to keep the seed moist in order 
for germination to occur. 

Prune: 
• With the exception of Live Oaks, prune out dead or dis-

eased wood from trees and shrubs.  If you prefer, mark 
the limbs to be removed with flagging tape now while 
leaves are still on the plants.  This will make it easier to 
know what to prune out during the dormant season. 

 
• Iron and sulfur products will correct yellowed chlorotic foli-

age. 
 
Be on the Lookout 
Check pecan trees for shuck worm, stink bug and black aphids 
and spray ONLY if needed.  Continue to irrigate trees for ker-
nel filling and stress reduction. 
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http://www.success.com/blog/5-ways-to-reframe-failure
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