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2025-2026 McLennan County Validation Dates & Tag Orders
Steers 
Heifers 
 Fall Validation Tag Orders Due August 21st 
 Fall Validation- October 
Sheep & Goat 
 Major Tag Orders Due- August 21st 
 Major Validation- October 22nd & TBA 
Swine 
 Major Tag Orders Due September 23rd 
 Major Validation- November 18th & 30th  
Broilers
  Major Broiler Orders due- August 28th 
  MCJLS Broiler Orders Due- October 1st 
Turkeys 
 Pickup November 
Rabbits 
 Validation January 4th 
Show Entry Information
 Fall Major Show Entry -  HOTFR/State Fair- August 5th 
 Spring Major Show Entry – November 4th 
 MCJLS Entry- December 4th 
  

All tag order forms can be found at the following link: 
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/counties/mclennan-county/ 

Poultry Order Information 
Here are order deadlines coming up for different shows Poultry Projects: 
• Major Show Broiler- August 28th 
• MCJLS Broiler- October 1st 

Order forms can be found at the following link: 
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/counties/mclennan-county/ 

MCJLS Changes for 2027
* ALL LIVESTOCK WILL BE MAJOR SHOW VALIDATED STARTING IN JUNE 2026.
No longer will there be a county only option for validation on steers, sheep, 

goats, or swine.   
* Mkt Swine show weight minimum lowered to 215lb 

https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/counties/mclennan-county/
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/counties/mclennan-county/
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/counties/mclennan-county/
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/counties/mclennan-county/
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/counties/mclennan-county/
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/counties/mclennan-county/
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There is something very exciting about picking out your next set of show animals. If you’re looking for just the right 
show pig prospects for the World Pork Expo or CPS Summer Type Conference, you’ve probably already had your fair 
share of disposable plastic booties on checking out pigs on various farms or watching online sales every night. If your 
county and state fair is later in the summer, you’re probably still looking for the ideal prospect that will help you find 
your way to the winner’s circle.

Recently, Blaine Rodgers, Show Livestock Business Development at BioZyme® Inc., shared his thoughts on selecting the 
ideal market hog prospect. Not only does Rodgers work in the show animal nutrition industry, but his daughter, 
Payton, also showed the Grand Champion Market Hog at the 2018 National Western Stock Show.

“The first thing I always tell everyone is they need to understand what their goal is and understand when that desired 
endpoint is, because going and looking for the best one doesn’t mean they are the best one for your show,” Rodgers 
said. “Understanding when they need to show and what the pig needs to look like from an age and maturity pattern 
and working with that breeder is important. Communicate with the seller because he or she will understand the pig’s 
genetics and how that will influence its endpoint. The biggest mistake people make is trying to find the best one, and 
the best one at a sale might not be the best for your endpoint.”

Once you have determined your prospective endpoint and communicated that to the seller, that will give the seller a 
better idea of exactly what kind of pig you are looking for. Genetic make-up and feeding programs heavily influence the 
muscle development and growth of show pigs, and according to Rodgers picking the heaviest muscled one early on 
isn’t always the best selection criteria.

“My upmost criteria are build and skeletal design. That’s the first priority I take into consideration,” he said.

Young pigs need to be square in their build. It all starts at their foundation. The size and shape of their foot and how 
they distribute their weight impacts how they handle their hock and front knee. Likewise, the width of their chest and 
base width going away needs to match. This will allow you to better predict the way they will come with muscle. Even 
a baby pig that’s skinny and looks like they are light muscled can get stout and wide if they are square underneath and 
read with some feature in their head and bone work.

“I don’t think it matters what species you’re talking about, if their skeletal design is correct, everything else should 
follow,” Rodgers said.

Although Rodgers places the most emphasis on skeletal shape and structure, he said that muscle shape is important. 
However, he realizes that a lot of that muscle development comes through good nutrition and genetics.

“They have to have some indication of muscle shape; chest width, rib shape and pin width when you study them from 
behind. Back shape and muscle shape is hard to read, and not as important. Every pig we ever won with started as a 
skinny one,” he said.
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You have selected and purchased your show pig project and brought them into your barn. Now, it is time to start 
working on the nutrition management portion of your project. As Rodgers indicated, muscle development is heavily 
dependent on nutrition. And to get them started right, you want to keep them eating and drinking every day. Once you 
get your show pigs home, introduce them to Vita Charge® Liquid Boost® in their water. Liquid Boost supports digestive 
health and promotes feed and water intake during times of stress and recovery. It contains Amaferm®, a precision-
based prebiotic that is research-proven to combat stress by supporting the animal’s own immune system, significantly 
increasing intake and nutrient utilization. Liquid Boost can be added to water or mixed in with feed.

Another way to make sure your pigs get the Amaferm advantage every day is to add Sure Champ® Spark to their diet. 
Sure Champ Spark is a pelleted supplement that continues to drive the appetite. Both the Sure Champ and Vita Charge 
Liquid Boost also contain MOS to trap bad bacteria, limiting their ability to do harm to the gut.

And, when temperatures start to warm up this summer, Sure Champ has created Sure Champ Extreme with Climate 
Control. It also contains Amaferm and MOS, but has a unique ingredient to help maintain circulation to support animal 
performance in extreme temperatures.

“Feeding any livestock in the heat of summer is definitely a bigger challenge than say the spring or fall of the year. That 
is when we recommend Extreme. That way you’ll be giving your animals Sure Champ every day. And that will help 
them drive their appetites every day,” Rodgers said.

A goal. An endpoint. It’s hard to picture a little pig becoming a nearly 300-pound champion, but when you are in those 
chip barns looking for your perfect pig prospect, remember to think about what you want them to look like 120-150 
days from now. And to help you #preptowin, make sure they get Sure Champ. Every. Day.

Also remember that if you are new to this project and need assistance contact your local county Extension agent or 
Agriculture Science Teacher and they will be glad to help you with the selection, feeding and care of your project.  
These folks along with the breeder want you and the project to be successful so they are always willing to help those 
who ask for it.  
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What ingredients make a “balanced feed ration” for my show goats?
     There are lots of ingredients that can make up a balanced feed ration. Perhaps what is more important 
than the types of ingredients, is the nutrient composition of the “balanced” feed ration. The nutrient 
composition consists of certain amounts of protein, energy, vitamins and minerals. These proportions will 
vary greatly based on an animal’s genetics, health status, age, performance expectations, etc.
There are so many show feeds on the market, how do I know which one to use?
      There is no shortage of high quality show feeds on the market for your show animals. Whether it is a 
name brand show feed or in-house mill mix, every animal is unique and will need a ration customized to 
their needs and genetic potential. The best advice is to reach out to the person you bought your goat from, 
your 4-H leader, FFA advisor or extension agent, or talk to a nutritionist to get a plan that will suit your 
animal and your production goals.
How many pounds of feed and forage per day should my goat eat?
      Similar to other ruminants, goats should eat anywhere from 2 to 3 percent of their body weight in dry 
matter every day.
Why is forage important when feeding my goats and how much should they get?
      Ruminants have a unique digestive system that allows them to utilize energy from fibrous plant material. 
However, due to the small scale of a goat’s digestive system, they need a high quality forage source when 
compared to that of cattle. Their smaller stature gives them less time to physically absorb all the nutrients 
they consume so quality is essential. Amaferm®, found in Sure Champ® Spark®, is most notable for its 
impact on forage digestibility and improving the nutrient utilization and digestive efficiency in high forage 
diets.
How can I keep my goat’s appetite and intake consistent?
      Besides good feeding and management practices, there are many high-quality supplements on the 
market to help your goats maintain a consistent appetite. Two of those products are Sure Champ Spark and 
Sure Champ Extreme with Climate Control. Both of these products offer the Amaferm advantage to increase 
intake, digestibility and nutrient absorption, as well as MOS to trap bad bacteria, limiting their ability to do 
harm to digestive health and intake. Furthermore, Sure Champ Extreme contains a unique ingredient to help 
maintain circulation to support animal performance in extreme temperatures; garlic, a natural insect 
repellant; and zinc and biotin for hoof and coat care.
How often should I feed?
    Regardless if you are feeding wethers, does, or bucks, consistency is key. Typically, you will feed morning 
and night and want close to 12 hours between those feedings. Hot weather during the summer can 
decrease appetite, so it is beneficial to feed early in the morning and later in the evening. Make sure you 
clean out any old feed before providing fresh feed. Goats are particularly notorious for “making a mess” in 
their feeders.
Why is water important?
      Water is the most important nutrient to an animal. Water drives intake and is a key component of health. 
Your animals should always have access to abundant, clean water. In the winter and summer months it is 
also important to monitor water temperature.
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Major Show Judges 
West Texas Fair & Rodeo 

• Steers- Tyler Stutsman
• Youth Swine- Mike Fischer 
• Mkt Goat- Mike Gann 
• Mkt Lamb- Kase LeRow & Clay Burson 
• Wkend 1 Cattle- Amber Jennings & Emily Lochner
• Wkend 2 Cattle- Carter McClendon  Chad Oates 

State Fair of Texas
• Steers- Shane Bedwell 
• Mkt Barrow- Blake Danner 
• Mkt Lamb- Barrett Carlisle 
• Mkt Goat- Payton Dahmer 
• Mkt Broiler- Jason Lee 
• Wave 1 Heifer (Brahma/Brangus)- Kody Lucherk
• Prospect Steer- Tyler Winegardner 
• Jr Gilt- Will Taylor 
• PanAM Gilt- Clayton Schram 
• Breeding Sheep- Todd Swift 
• Wether Dams & Does- Lea Amstutz 

Brazos Valley Fair & Rodeo 
• Steers- Grace Angotti (A) & Taylor Osbourn (B)
• Swine- A- Cam Anderson  B- Barter Burgin 
• Mkt Lamb- Kyle Wood (A) Eric Zimmerman (B)
• Mkt Goat- A-  B-
• Breeding Heifer- Taylor Osbourn (A) & Grace Angotti (B) 

Heart O’ Texas Fair 
• Scholarship Steer – Scott Werning 
• Premium Steer – Brady Ragland 
• Scholarship American Heifer- Kolten Thigpen  
• Premium American Heifer – Glenn Martin
• Scholarship Brith/Exotic Heifer- Krish Geffert 
• Premium Brit/Exotic Heifer- Chad Breeding  
• Scholarship Goat- Caleb Boden 
• Premium Goat- Kase Lerow
• Wether Doe Show- Wade Franklin  
•  Scholarship Lamb- Craig Beckmie
• Premium Lamb – Dr. Shawn Ramsey 
• Wetehr Dam Show- Mark Hassebroook 
• Scholarship Swine – Garrit Sproull 
• Scholarship Gilts- Zachary Schwecke 
• Premium Swine – Todd Beyers 

 Sandhills Livestock Show 
• Cattle - Dr. Mark Hoge 
• Mkt Lamb-
• Mkt Goat- 

 Ft. Worth Livestock Show 
• Barrow- Justin Rodibaugh 
• Heifers- Brett Crow, Ryan Cotton, Glen Martin, Marty Ropp 
• Steers- Frank Ward 
• Mkt Lamb- Mark Hoge 
• Mkt Goat- Caleb Boardman 

MCJLS
• Sheep- Wayne Morris 
• Goat – Cam Anderson 
• Steers – Michel Schertz 
• Heifers – Chad Oates
• Poultry - Kyle Morganroth
• Swine – Eli Elliott 
• Mkt Rabbit- Mary Jo Terry 
• Breeder Rabbit- John Terry 

San Angleo Livestock Show 
• Mkt Steer- Jack Ward 
• Mkt Lamb- Wade Franklin 
• Mkt Goat- Brent Jennings 
• Mkt Barrow- Brett Beyers 
• Heifers- Jenna Craft & Krisha Geffert
• Star Doe- Leah Amstutz 
• Breeding Sheep- Josh Blanek 

San Antonio Livestock Show 
• Mkt Steer- Brandon Callis  Ast- Ty Drach
• Mkt Broiler- Jacob Leopold 
• Turkey Toms- Bryce Leopold 
• Turkey Hens- Micah Osburn 
• Mkt Goats- Skyler Scotten  Ast- Owen Brinker 
• Mkt Lamb- Jacob Simpson Ast- Jake Warntjes
• Mkt Barrow- Willie Kirkpatrick & Blake Goss  
• Wave 1 Hfr- Dave Allen & Mitch Thomas 
• Wave 2 Hfr- Matt Leo & Katy Wunderlich 
• Cross Gilts- Jeff Nemecek 
• Pure Gilts- Clay Zwilling & Troy Sloan 
• Reg. Sheep- Nolan Hildebrand 
• Com Ewe- Sierra Meyers 
• Com. Doe- Denton Lowe. 

Houston Livestock Show 
• Mkt Steers- Kevin Jensen 
• Mkt Lamb- Dan Willoughby 
• Mkt Swine- Cody Hayes & Ben Bobell 
• Mkt Goat- Barrtt Carlisle 

Rodeo Austin 
• Mkt Steers- Blake Nelson 
• Mkt Lamb- Payton Dahmer
• Mkt Swine- Will Taylor 
• Mkt Goat- Dr. Scott Greiner 
• Hfr- Kase Lerow  & Willie Weis 
• Wether Dams- Ryan Mortvedt 
• Wether Doe- Dr. Shawn Ramsey 
• Mkt Broiler- Jason Lee 
• Mkt Turkey- Jacob Leopold 
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Major Show Updates
West Texas Fair 
• Doper Breed added to Market Show
• New Entry System 
• Upload health papers prior to arrival  
• Heifer Show Waves Split differently 
State Fair of Texas
• No Speakers allowed in the barn 
• Updated Schedule for Market Steer Show 
• Updated breeds for Market Swine Show Waves 
• Updated arrival and release dates for Market Sheep, Market Goats, & Breeding Gilts 
Heart O’ Texas Fair 
• Wether Dam show added 
• Light Cross Breed added to the Swine show 
• Updated Breed # minimum for steer show 
• Updated Heifer show class breaks 
• Added new sheep breed to sheep show, Natural Fiber 
• New Calf Scramble Entry fee & Process 
• Updated Arrival & Check In Times 
Ft. Worth 
• Update Stall Rule- no chairs/camping in Main Aisles 
• No tarps or coverings in stalls or Tie-outs 
• Dairy Cattle- Copy of Registration papers must be included with entry 
San Antonio 
• Updated Commercial Steer Show Schedule 
• Moved Charolais Steers to 2nd Wave 
• New Premium Pass Drawing Protocol 
• Mkt Poultry will have Pullet & Cockerel division 
• Gilts- 3 scholarships will be offered crossbred gilt show (Champion light, medium, & Heavy) 
• Doe & Dam Show- 3 scholarships will be added ( Champion Light, Medium, & Heavy Division) 
• Jr. & Open sheep will be spilt by DOB not tooth development 
• Steers- Weight Limit- 1050-1600
San Angelo 
• Added Commercial Heifer Show & Sale
•  Steers- Black & Red Cross will combine to 1 division 
• Heifers show schedule redone- Wave 1= American    Wave 2= British & Exotic 
• Mkt Goat- Top weight 130lb 
• Star Does- Weigh/Check in with QR code 
• Mkt Barrow- Added an additional class for Berk with 3 extra sale slots. 
Houston 
• Gilts- Limit 2 hd per exhibitor 
• Mkt Swine- adjusted number of classes & placings in the Berk & York 
• W9 will only be requested on exhibitors who make the Premium Sale 
Austin 
• Steers- NO classification on arrival day, it will be before you walk in the ring 
• Steers- added red/black ABC breed with sale slots 
• Steers- updated classification requirements for Black & Red Crosses 
• Heifers- Added Showmanship 
• Wether Dams & Does- Added Showmanship 
• All Sheep & Goats- All fitting stands, head pieces fitting areas are prohibited outside of pens.  All must be out of aisles 

and camping areas.  
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4224 Cobbs Drive. 
Waco, Texas 76710

McLennan County 
Extension Office

Phone: 254-757-5180
Fax: 254-757-5097

E-mail:
Mclennan@ag.tamu.edu

We‘re on the Web!
https://mclennan.agrilife.org/

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genet- ic 
information or veteran status.

The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating
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Upcoming Events:
Tag Order Deadlines: 

Fall Heifer Tag Orders- 
August 21st 

Major Sheep & Goats
August 21st 

Major Show Broilers
August 28th 

Major Swine Tag Orders 
September 23rd 

MCJLS Broilers- October 1st 

Validation Dates: 
Sheep & Goat- October 

Heifer- October 

Swine- November 

Rabbit- January 4th 

Show Entry Dates 
State Fair & HOTFR 

Entries due August 5th 

Madeline Makovy

4-H & Youth Development 

Jerod Meurer

NR Agent 

Rachel Esquivel  

Family & Community  Health Agent

Dr. Shane McLellan 

AG Agent 

2026 West Texas Fair & Rodeo 
September 10-19 

Heifers (Hereford, Angus, R Angus) 9/4-9-5
Goat- 9/4-9-5

Lambs- 9/5-9/6
Heifers (Shorty, Brangus, Beefmaster) 9/11-9-12

Heifers( Simi, ORB, ARB) 9/12-9/13
Steers- 9/17-9/19

Breeding Sheep- 9/18-9/19

2026 State Fair of Texas 
September 25-October 18

Breeding Gilt- 9/23-9/27
Mkt Lamb- 9/24-9/25
Mkt Goat- 9/26-9/27
Mkt Steer -9/29-10/1

Mkt Swine 1 -9/28-9/29
Mkt Swine 2 9/30-10/1

Poultry -9/28
Prospect Steers- 10/2-10/4

Heifer #1- 10/5-10/7
Heifer #2 -10/8-10/12
Heifer #3-10/14-10/18

Wether Dam/Doe- 10/6-10/8
Breeding Sheep- 10/16-10/18

2026 Heart O’ Texas Fair 
September 25- October 18 

Heifers- 10/1-10/3
Steers- 10/5-10/7

Lambs- 10/9-10/11
Goats- 10/12-10/14
Swine- 10/15-10/18

2026 Brazos Valley Fair 
October 23-25, 2026

Goats- 10/24
Lambs- 10/24
Heifers- 10/24
Steers- 10/25
Swine- 10/25

2027 Sandhills 
January 9th 

2027 Ft. Worth Livestock Show
January 15-February 6

Heifers 1/21-1/25
Breeding Sheep-1/20-1/22

Steers -2/2-2/5
Mkt Sheep 1/26-1/29
Mkt Goats1/27-1/29

Barrows 2/1-2/4

2027 MCJLS 
February 1-5
Mkt Sheep- 2/1-2/2
Mkt Goat- 2/1-2/2
Mkt Steer- 2/2-2/3

Heifer- 2/2-2/3
Mkt Swine- 2/3-2/4

Meat Rabbit 2-1
Breeder Rabbit-2/2

Poultry 2/4

2027 San Angelo 
February 3-21 2027

Star Doe- 2/6-2/7
Mkt Goat & Lamb- 2/7-2/9

Mkt Steer- 2/8-2/9
Wave 1 hfr- 2/10-11 (Americans) 

Wave 2 Hfr- 2/13-14
Gilt- 2/12-2/14

Barrow- 2/15-2/17
Breeding Sheep- Wave 1- 2/18-2/19

2027 San Antonio Livestock Show
February 11-28, 2027  

Poultry- 2/9
Gilts- 2/9-2/11

Breeding Sheep & Goats- 2/12-2/14
Mkt Goat & Lamb- 2/15-2/17

Heifers- Wave 1-2/15-2/16  Wave 2-2/18-2/19
Barrow- Wave 1-2/19-2/21  Wave 2- 2/23-2/25
Steer- Wave 1-2/21-2/22  Wave 2- 2/24-2/26

2027 Houston Livestock Show 
March 2-21, 2027
Breeding Sheep- 3/1-3/3

Gilts- ¾-3/5
Heifers- Wave 1-3/8-3/10   Wave 2- 3/11-3/13

Mkt Sheep & Goat- 3/9-3/11
Mkt Broiler 3/11
Mkt Turkey- 3/12

Mkt Swine- Wave 1-3/13-3/15  Wave 2- 3/16-3/18
Mkt Steer- Wave 1- 3/14-3/16  Wave 2-3/17-3/19

2027 Rodeo Austin 
March 12-27

Mkt Steer- 3/10-3/12 
Mkt Poultry- 3/15

Wether Doe 3/16-3/17
Wether Dam- 3/16-3/17

Mkt Goat- 3/18-3/19
MKt Sheep- 3/18-3/19
Mkt Swine- 3/20-3/22

Wave 1 Hfr – 3/24-3/25 (American) 
Wave 2 Hfr- 3/26-3/27- 

mailto:Brazos@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:Brazos@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:Brazos@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:Brazos@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:Brazos@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:Brazos@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:Brazos@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:Brazos@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:Brazos@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:Brazos@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:Brazos@ag.tamu.edu
https://mclennan.agrilife.org/
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