Keys to

Agronomy

Native grasses are an important part of the Texas landscape, providing forage for livestock, improving
soil health, reducing erosion, and creating habitat for wildlife. To keep native grass stands healthy and
productive, management practices should mimic the natural disturbances that originally shaped these
ecosystems. Prescribed burning, mowing, and grazing are three key tools that can help maintain
vigorous native plant communities when used appropriately.

Prescribed Burning
e most effective management practice
e natural cleanse of the ecosystem; clears areas of overgrowth so new life can take root
e reduces invasive species, woody plants, and thatch
e recycles nutrients
e improve habitat for deer and other wildlife
e dates back to Native Americans and early settlers
e 3-5year cycle
e burn between late fall and early spring
e develop a burn plan, monitor weather conditions, and follow local regulatlons
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As summer transitions into fall, landowners can also look ahead to establishing new vegetation. Fall is an
excellent time to plant cool-season grasses, native wildflowers, and restoration seed blends. Cooler
temperatures and increased soil moisture often provide favorable conditions for seed germination and
establishment, helping create more diverse and resilient plant communities.

Whether using fire, mowing, or grazing, successful native grass management requires careful planning
and consistent monitoring. By working with natural processes rather than against them, landowners can
maintain healthy stands of native vegetation that benefit livestock, wildlife, and the land for years to
come.
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THE HOMEOWNERS HUB

Lawn Watering Mistakes

As summer temperatures climb, many homeowners assume their lawns need more water to stay green
and healthy. However, watering more often is not always the answer. In fact, using water wisely can
improve lawn health while reducing waste and lowering utility bills. According to the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), the average American uses roughly 320 gallons of water per day, and as much
as 50% of outdoor water use may be wasted because of overwatering and inefficient irrigation
practices.

When temperatures rise, it may seem practical to water daily, but that approach can actually create
problems for warm season turfgrasses. Frequent, shallow watering encourages shallow root growth,
making lawns more dependent on frequent irrigation. Overwatering can also contribute to fungal
diseases, nutrient leaching, and water runoff. Instead, lawns benefit most from deep, infrequent
watering that encourages roots to grow deeper into the soil.

The timing of irrigation is just as important as the amount applied. Watering during the heat of the day
increases evaporation, meaning less water reaches the root zone where it is needed most. Early
morning is the best time to irrigate because temperatures are cooler, evaporation is reduced, and
plants have time to absorb moisture before the day's heat arrives. Morning watering also allows turf
foliage to dry throughout the day, reducing the risk of disease. In contrast, evening irrigation can leave
grass blades wet overnight, creating favorable conditions for fungal problems.

Homeowners who use sprinkler systems should also evaluate how efficiently their systems are
operating. Many assume that if the sprinkler turns on, it must be working properly. However, irrigation
systems should be checked regularly to ensure sprinkler heads provide uniform coverage. A simple
rule is that one sprinkler head should reach the next. Areas of dry or stressed grass may be the result
of poor water distribution rather than a lack of watering time.

Finally, avoid watering based solely on a calendar schedule. Your irrigation system doesn’t know
whether temperatures reached 105 degrees the previous day, whether rain is in the forecast, or
whether drought conditions and high winds have increased moisture loss. Instead, water according to
soil moisture and current weather conditions. Check soil moisture by digging several inches into the
root zone and feeling the soil. If it is still moist, consider delaying the next irrigation cycle.

A healthy lawn is not created by watering more; it is created by watering smarter. By paying attention
to soil moisture, sprinkler performance, and proper irrigation timing, homeowners can conserve water,
save money, and maintain a healthier landscape. Let your sprinkler system respond to your lawn's
needs, not the other way around.
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THE GRAZE

/

ALL THINGS LIVESTOCK AND RANCHIN
SAVE THE DATE

September 10th, 2026

Ollie Liner Center - Plainview, TX
For more information call -
TE(EIA f‘ﬁ: E Hale County Office - 806-291-5267
EXTENSION Floyd County Office - 806-983-4912

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and employment to all persans regardless of race, color, sex,

religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity and will strive to achieve full and equal employment
opportunity throughout Texas A&M AgriLife.”

Scan the QR code to register or visit the following web page:
http://texas-am-agrilife-extension-service-hale-county.square.site/
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WHEAT SCOUT SCHOOL

TEXAS A&M

GRILIFE
EXTENSION

Wheat Insect & Disease
Scouting School

Multi-County Wheat Program available annually to all Texas Panhandle Wheat
Producers. Future Locations will rotate to different host county each year.

AGENDA

8:30am-Regjistration Wednesday
8:45am-Wheat Pest ID ,
9:30am-Beneficial Insect ID Szl
BREAK
10:10am-Scouting Tips & Techniques
10:40am-Disease & Fungus ID
11:20am-Agronomy Management-
Winter & Spring Weed Control
12:10pm-Texas Wheat Producers
Board Update
12:20pm-LUNCH

(sponsored by Wheat Producers Board)

3 CEUs provided (2 General, 11PM)

2026 Host:

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
Randall County GUEST SPEAKERS
200 N. Brown Rd.

Canyon, TX 79015

Dr. Tyler Gilreath, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension,
806-468-5543

Entomologist, Canyon, TX
Dr. Ken Obasa, Texas A&M AgrilLife Extension, Plant Pathology, Canyon, TX
Dr. Kevin Heflin, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension, Agronomist, Canyon, TX
Blayne Reed, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension, Program Specialist- IPM I,
Mid High Plains and Upper Rolling Plains
John Thobe, Texas A&M AgrilLife Extension, Program Specialist- IPM |,
Western High Plains
4% Dr.J.D. Ragland, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension, ANR Agent Randall County

. Steelee Fischbacher, Executive Director, Texas Wheat Producers
vl B Board, Amarillo, TX
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UPCOMING EVENTS

TEXAS A&M

GRILIFE
EXTENSION

: “ DECEMBER 9-10, 2026

-~ MORE INFORMATION COMING SOON

S KRISTIE KEYS (CASTRO/HALE/LAMB COUNTY) -
(325)665-8790 =

MARK CARROLL (FLOYD COUNTY) =~
(806) 983-4912 [

We are excited to be offering the South Plains Landscape & Applicator Conference again this year. We
are currently putting the finishing touches on the program and are almost ready to open registration
and release the tentative agenda. Like last year, this program is catered to the landscape industry,
school maintenance employees, homeowners, producers, golf course superintendents, and more!

Day 1: Features educational talks given by a variety of industry professionals and Extension personnel,
with an opportunity to learn from your peers in breakout sessions, all while earning Continuing
Education Units for your Commercial/Non-Commercial or Private Applicator License.

Day 2: Will feature training sessions for those interested in obtaining a Commercial/Non-Commercial
or Structural Pest Control License. These classes only come around once a year and are taught by
Extension Specialists. This class prepares you to take the TDA Applicator Test while being able to ask
guestions in person to the specialist.
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August 28: Agronomy Committee Meeting (Olton)

September 3: Organic Crops Tour (New Deal)
September 10: The Graze (Plainview)

September 16: Wheat Scout School (Canyon)
September 25-0October 4: South Plains Fair (Lubbock)
September 29: Youth Ag Fair (Plainview)

October 21: Texas Weed Information Group (Webinar)
October 22: Cattle Program (Lamb Co.)

October 29: Ag Day (Littlefield)

**Stay tuned to social media and newsletters for more events**

https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/counties/castro/

https://www.facebook.com/castrohalelambagronomy/

https://www.instagram.com/castrohalelambagronomy/

Kristie Keys

https://twitter.com/KeysToAgronomy kristie keys@ag.tamu.edu
325-665-8790
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