
2027 SAN ANTONIO STOCK SHOW & RODEO COMPETITIVE EVENTS PREMIUM LIST   
 

PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST 
ENTRY SYSTEM OPENS: OCTOBER 1, 2026 

ENTRY DEADLINE: OCTOBER 31, 2026 
LATE ENTRY PERIOD & DEADLINE: NOVEMBER 1-15, 2026 (Entry Fees are DOUBLED) 

Superintendent: Cheryl Schmidt 

Finals Contest:  Saturday, January 23  9 AM  HDQTRS 

Awards:    Sunday, February 21   11 AM   AB 

SPECIAL RULES 
1. Entry: Entries must be submitted online, and official San Antonio Stock Show & Rodeo entry forms must be 

completed. Photos entered in the State 4-H Photography contest may be entered in this contest. Photographs 
must be taken between the dates of November 1, 2025 and Entry Deadline of October 31, 2026. Photos will 
need to be uploaded at time of entry on the Texas Show Pass Entry System. NOTE: CREATE THE 
FILE NAME AS THE TITLE OF YOUR PHOTO. 

2. Number of Entries: Each contestant may enter up to fifteen (15) Photography entries per contest year. Only 
one (1) photo may be entered in each class. (See Rule 6. Division/Classes).  

3. Entry Fee: There will be an entry fee of $10/photograph from September 1 to October 31, 2026. Entry fees will 
be doubled from Nov 1 through Nov 15. No PAST DUE ENTRIES will be allowed. Entry fees will be paid 
online during the entry process and are non-refundable. Photos will need to be uploaded at time of entry on the 
Texas Show Pass Entry System. NOTE: CREATE THE FILE NAME AS THE TITLE OF YOUR 
PHOTO. 

4. Eligibility: Contestants must meet all Junior Show Rule Requirements.  The San Antonio Stock Show & Rodeo 
makes available to CEAs, ASTs and CTE/STEM Directors in charge of 4-H Clubs, FFA programs or High 
School CTE/STEM Programs, respectively, the opportunity to enter members of their programs in the Food 
Challenge, subject to these rules.  The Food Challenge is also an invitational contest to statewide CTE/STEM 
programs.  Entries must be approved through the entry system by the exhibitors’ respective CEA or AST or 
CTE/STEM director. Contestants must be bona fide members of a Texas 4-H Club, Texas FFA Chapter or a 
student of a Texas high school. They must be enrolled in and attending public, private or home school elementary 
or secondary schools in Texas at the time of the event. 

5. Age Divisions:  The contest will be divided into three (3) age divisions. 
a. Junior Division  Grades 3-5 
b. Intermediate Division Grades 6-8 
c. Senior Division  Grades 9-12 

6. Division/Classes: The following Division/Classes and descriptions are active for the 2027 Photography Contest 
a. LIVING THINGS DIVISION 

i. PEOPLE: This Category focuses on people from all walks of life, parenting, family, children, babies, 
models/fashion, sports, and couples. All individuals in the photos must have provided consent and 
permission as a subject. If requested, a release will be needed from the photographer and subject. 
Examples: Babies, families, kids, portraits, models/fashion, etc. 

ii. ANIMALS-WILDLIFE: This category features animals that are not domesticated, representing 
species that live or originate in the wild across the country and around the world. Wildlife may be 
photographed in their natural habitats such as forests, oceans, grasslands, deserts, or polar regions, or 
in managed settings like zoos and petting zoos, as long as the subject is a wild species. Examples include 
bald eagles, grizzly bears, elephants, giraffes, tigers, giant pandas, dolphins, sea turtles, polar bears, walruses, jaguars, 
macaws, kangaroos, koalas, etc. 

iii. ANIMALS-DOMESTIC:  This category focuses on various animals considered Pets animals that 
have been domesticated for life alongside humans. Domesticated animals are species whose behavior, 
life cycle, or physiology has been systematically altered over many generations through human control. 
Examples include dogs, cats, hamsters, goldfish, snakes, lizards, tarantulas, guinea pigs, parakeets, etc. All waterfowl 
such as ducks and geese must be entered in Animals – Wildlife. Livestock should be entered in Livestock. 
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b. THE LAND DIVISION 
i. TRAVEL:  This category highlights photography that captures the spirit of travel, with a strong sense 

of place at its core. Photo(s) should transport the viewer, showing them where you are through the 
setting, architecture, culture, or landmarks in the frame. The location isn’t just a backdrop, it’s an 
essential part of the composition. Photos entered in Travel cannot be entered in other categories such 
as Nature/Landscape. While they may share similarities, Travel entries must depict traveling and 
experiencing destinations outside your own community. Examples include popular landmarks like the Statue 
of Liberty, Eiffel Tower, Mount Rushmore, Golden Gate Bridge, and The Alamo. 

ii. NATURE & LANDSCAPE:  This category should capture the majestic beauty of the outdoors, 
encompassing vast landscapes, serene seascapes, vibrant urban scenes, captivating sunsets, and the 
timeless essence of nature, including farms. Images should evoke the spirit and grandeur of the natural 
and man-made environments. Examples include landscapes, natural or manmade sceneries, outdoors. 

iii. PLANT/FLORA: Photos should capture interesting, unique, and beautiful flowers and flora. 
Photography can occur outdoors or indoors. Photo subject should be that of a single flower, plant, 
bush, tree, etc. Large collections of plant/flora should be considered for entry into the Nature & 
Landscape category. Examples include: a rose, upward shot of a tree, a flower bouquet, etc. 

c. TECHNICAL DIVISION 
i. ELEMENTS OF DESIGN/DETAILS & MACRO: Images use of graphic elements of design. 

Photos that showcase line, shape, pattern, form, texture, perspective, etc. Photo can consist of any 
subject matter. Category is not for graphic illustrations made in commercial programs (i.e. Adobe 
Illustrator) nor for extreme digital creations. Examples include: Perspective, Line, Pattern 
Getting in close is the name of the game for this category. We welcome pictures of small details that 
suggest a larger story. This is also the place for macro photographs (although a macro image of a flower 
might equally go into the Plant/Flora category). Examples include: detail of a knot, a lock, or an abstract close 
– up – anything as long as it is tight composition of a detail. Macro examples include flowers, insects, stamps, ice crystals, 
etc. 

ii. MOTION/ACTION: This category focuses on capturing movement within a single photograph, 
freezing a moment in time that conveys energy, speed, or activity. The subject can be any form of 
motion, whether it’s fast, subtle, or repetitive, as long as the movement is clear in the image. The goal is 
to make the viewer feel the action happening in that moment. Examples include sports, a child running, a 
Ferris wheel spinning, a bug flying, cars driving, or waves crashing. 

iii. NIGHT PHOTOGRAPHY: Photos taken outdoors between dusk and dawn. Generally these photos 
are achieved by using artificial light or using a long exposure. This category can include any subject as 
the focus should be on the skill and technique used to acquire the photograph. Examples include:  
buildings/structures,  animals, plant/flora, people, etc. 

d. AGRICULTURE DIVISION   
i. LIVESTOCK: This category features domesticated animals raised for agricultural purposes, including 

food, fiber, or labor. Subjects may include cattle, pigs, sheep, goats, horses, and similar farm animals. All waterfowl 
such as ducks and geese must be entered in Animals – Wildlife, and companion animals like dogs and 
cats should be entered in Animals – Domestic. 

ii. AG TECH: This category reflects the use of technology in agriculture, horticulture, 
and aquaculture with the aim of improving yield, efficiency, and profitability. Agricultural technology 
can be products, services or applications derived from agriculture that improve various input and 
output processes. Examples include: electronic tools and methods used for the management of livestock, robotic 
milkers, automatic feeders, activity collars, electronic ear tags, smart ear tags, bee keeping, vineyards, greenhouse 
production, fish farming, etc. 

iii. FOOD: Category is a still life specialization of photography, aimed at producing attractive            
photographs of food for use in such items of advertisements, packaging, menus, and/or cookbooks. 
PHOTOS OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES ARE PROHIBITED. Examples include: Thanksgiving 
dinner, cakes/pies, fruits and place settings, Easter eggs, sandwiches, ingredients, etc.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Technology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agriculture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horticulture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aquaculture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Livestock
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e. WESTERN DIVISION 
i. RODEO: Photos taken of all types of rodeo events. Examples include: cowboys or cowgirls, competitions, 

livestock, crowds, buildings, fairgrounds, etc. 

ii. FARMING & RANCHING: This category should focus on arable agriculture. Photos should 
express the spirit of agriculture through images that capture the cultivation of land and the 
dedication behind food production. Show us the beauty in meticulously tended crop fields, the 
power of farming equipment like tractors, and the essential work that brings food to our tables. This 
category is also intended for reflecting the process of raising livestock or herds of selective animals 
on a larger area of land. Examples include: crop fields, tractors, and other farming equipment, cattle herds or sheep 
flocks, treating livestock, transporting livestock, etc. 

iii. HERITAGE: This category celebrates the traditions, history, and spirit of Western culture. Subjects 
can include western attire and tack worn by cowboys, cowgirls, or Indigenous people, as well as 
elements that represent the lifestyle and heritage of the American West. Examples include western 
outfits, boots, hats, belt buckles, animal halters, saddles, and saddle blankets. Entries may also feature 
historical places, western-style architecture, cattle drives, wagons, buggies or cultural celebrations that 
honor the Western way of life. The goal is to showcase the pride, craftsmanship, and traditions that 
keep Western heritage alive.  

7. Entry Disqualification: Entries that do not follow rules or category descriptions and guidelines are subject to 
automatic disqualification:  
a. Photographs uploaded on or before October 31, 2026 
b. Photographs that are entered into the incorrect category 
c. The same photograph may not be entered into multiple categories 
d. Inappropriate or unsuitable photographs 
e. More than one (1) entry per category  
f. Watermarks of any kind shown on photo 
g. Photo without an assigned TITLE 

8. Content and Copyright: All photos must be an original photograph taken by the contestant in one of the above 
age divisions. Photographs are subject to all applicable copyright laws. Photos that are deemed obscene, hateful, 
vulgar, threatening, or otherwise in violation of law are strictly prohibited. These photos will be disqualified. Any 
additional photos submitted by this contestant will also be subject to disqualification.  

9. Model, Liability, and Property Releases: The submission of a photograph acknowledges that the photographer 
has obtained any and all required written permission of any recognizable locations or people appearing in their 
photograph(s). Entry into this contest acknowledges that the exhibitor has obtained this permission and that both 
the photographer as well as the San Antonio Stock Show & Rodeo may publish and use the photos as desired. 
Written documentation should be retained by the photographer and must be able to be provided to S.A.L.E. 
officials upon request. Exhibitors entering this contest agree that the San Antonio Stock Show & Rodeo is not 
responsible for missing, mislabeled, damaged, or photos not displayed. All photographs will be retained by the 
San Antonio Stock Show & Rodeo and may be used in marketing and program promotion.  

10. Display & Usage Rights: All photographs may be displayed for the duration of the San Antonio Stock Show & 
Rodeo. Exhibitor entry into the contest agrees to the use, and any and all right associated with the use of the 
photographic likeness, in promotional publications, and any other media (including but not limited to 
sarodeo.com and Facebook), without compensation. By entry the exhibitor accepts these conditions of display, 
release of rights, and future use.  
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11. Awards: Placing awards will be determined by the judges with the following placings and premiums for each age 

division: 

Grand 
Champion 

Reserve 
Grand 

Champion 

Division 
Champion 

Reserve 
Division 

Champion 

1st 2nd 3rd 

$500 $250 $100 $75 $50 $40 $30 

Division Awards: Division Champions will be selected from the respective class winners (1st Place) for each age 
group (Junior Intermediate and Senior). After a Division Champion is selected, the 2nd Place photo in that 
respective class will compete for the Division Reserve Champion. 

Overall Grand: A Grand Champion will be selected from the Division Champions in each age group (Junior 
Intermediate and Senior). After a Grand Champion Photograph is selected, the Division Reserve Champion from 
that respective Division will compete for the Reserve Grand Champion Photograph. 

PHOTOGRAPH SUBMISSION  
• Follow these submission instructions: Complete the online entry process to include filling all required fields. 

Entry and materials can be found at sarodeo.com  
• Each entry must be assigned a TITLE, or will be subject to disqualification. 
• Entries must be uploaded in a JPEG Format with a minimum of 3000 pixels. 
• Photos can be black & white, color, or all media. 
• Entries must be digitally uploaded to the Texas Show Pass Entry System at time of entry or on or before 

November 15, 2026: 
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San Antonio Stock Show & Rodeo Photography Contest – SAMPLE Score Sheet  
 

Number:____________  Age Division:________________ Category: ________________________ 

You are competing against standards of excellence outlined below, not against your peers. Before preparing your entry 
for submission please carefully review the judging criteria. Based on total points awarded for each photograph, the 
participant will be awarded either a blue, red, or white ribbon.  

JUDGES, PLEASE INDICATE POINTS AWARDED IN FAR-RIGHT COLUMN: 
 

CATEGORY 
 

JUDGING ELEMENT 
POINT 
RANGE 

POINTS 
AWARDED 

Judge A    Judge B 
Impact  

Max Points: 15 
Impact is the Compelling images evoke laughter, sadness, anger, pride, 
wonder or another intense emotion. There can be impact in any sense one 
gets upon viewing an image for the first time. of the judging elements. 

 
0-15 

  

Creativity 
 Max Points: 15 

Creativity is the original, fresh, and external expression of the imagination 
of the maker by using the medium to convey an idea, message or thought. 

0-15   

Technical  
Max Points: 25 

Technical is the quality of the image itself as it is presented for viewing, 
which includes the following aspects: • allowable amounts of retouching 
and adjustments (removal of red eye, cropping, minor straightening) • 
sharpness and correct color balance. • lighting, which includes the use and 
control of light. The use of lighting whether natural or man-made and its 
proper use to enhance the image. • posing and capturing of the image. 

 
 
 

0-25 

  

Composition 
 Max Points: 20 

Composition is important to the design of an image, bringing all of the 
visual elements together in concert to express the purpose of the image. 
Proper composition holds the viewer in the image and prompts the viewer 
to look where the creator intends. Effective composition can be pleasing 
or disturbing, depending on the intent of the image maker. 

 
 

0-20 

  

Subject Matter  
Max Points: 15 

Subject Matter should always be appropriate to the story being told (i.e. 
category the photo is entered into) in an image. Subject matter also 
includes the center of interest for the photograph or where the maker 
wants the viewer to stop and they view the image. 

 
 

0-15 

  

Story Telling  
Max Points: 10 

Story Telling refers to the image’s ability to evoke imagination. One 
beautiful thing about art is that each viewer might collect his own message 
or read her own story in an image. 

 
0-10 

  

JUDGE Point Total   

TOTAL POINTS AWARDED  

AWARD 
(circle one) 

Blue Award 
(100 points to 81 pts) 

Red Award 
(80 to 51 pts) 

White Award 
(50 to 31 pts) 

Grand Champion Reserve Grand 
Champion 

Champion 
Division 

Reserve Champion 
Division 

 
If disqualified, reason by JUDGE: 

1. Photo not correct file 
2. Incorrect Category 

 

3. Same photograph 
entered in multiple 
categories. 

4. More than 2 entries 
per category

 
Comments: 
 


